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Simply teaching the Word simply 



The 1st Book of Kings 

• King Solomon  40 Years  1-11 

– Accession 

– Building of the Temple 

– Height of Israel’s glory 

– Disobedience & Decline 

• Divided Kingdom  80 Years  12-22 

– Accession of Rehoboam 

– Jeroboam’s Revolt 

– History of the kings of Israel (Primary focus) 

– History of the kings of Judah  

 



1 Kings 11 - Review 

• “But king Solomon loved many strange 

women…” v1 

• Solomon had 700 wives + 300 concubines  

• “And Solomon did evil in the sight of the 

LORD” v6 

• As a result the LORD declared He will 

‘rend’ the kingdom from Solomon 

• Just Judah will be left for David’s posterity 

– And Benjamin  

 



The History of Israel & Judah 

Saul 

David 

Solomon 

Rehoboam Jeroboam 
(Judah) (Israel) 

(c.985 B.C.) 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel / 1 Chronicles 

1 Kings / 2 Chronicles 

1 & 2 Kings  

2 Chronicles  



The History of the Kings of Israel 
Jeroboam 22y 

(c.985 B.C.) 

Nadab 2y 

Baasha 24y 

Elah 2y 

Zimri 1wk 

Tibni  

Ahab 22y 

Ahaziah 2y  

Jehoram 12y 

Jehu 28y 

Omri 12y  

Jehoahaz 17y 

Joash 16y 

Jeroboam 64y 

Zachariah 6mth 

Shallum 1mth 

Menahem10y 

Pekahiah 2y 

Pekah 20y 

Hoshea 9y 
(722 B.C.) 

Hosea / Amos 

Elijah 

Elisha 
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1st Book of Kings 

 
Chapter 12 

1st Book of Kings 

 
Chapter 12 



1 Kings 12:1 

• Shechem: 1st mention in Genesis 33:18 

• The home of the Hivites, in Caanan  

• Hamor was the leader in Gen 33/34 

• His son (after whom the city was named) 

takes and rapes Dinah (Jacob’s daughter) 

• Simeon & Levi exact their revenge  



Shechem 



   Mt Gerizim (Fruitful)                                                            Mt Ebal (barren) 

Shechem 

Blessings Curses 



The Agreement at Shechem  

• Requirements and expectations had been 

set. Deut Ch 5-26 

• Both ‘parties’ knew their obligations 

– Israel had avouched to walk in His ways and 

keep His statues  

– God avouched to provide, protect and lift up 

the Nation 

• The contract has been signed Deut Ch27 

• Penalties for breach of contract Deut Ch28 

• Shechem is the place of ratification  



1 Kings 12:2-3 



1 Kings 12:4 

• Solomon had introduced heavy taxes, 

seemingly not for the Temple project, but 

to fund his lavish lifestyle 

• Rehoboam now given this opportunity to 

retain the people’s loyalty   



1 Kings 12:5-6 



Wisdom in Counsel? 

• Solomon had said: 

– “Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in 

the multitude of counsellers they are established” 

       Prov 15:22 

– “For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and 

in multitude of counsellers there is safety”.  

       Prov 24:6 

– “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the 

multitude of counsellers there is safety”.   

       Prov 11:14 

 



Wisdom in Counsel? 

• But not all counsel is good counsel! 

• Compare Hushai & Ahithophel 2 Sam 17:7 

• David stated: 
– “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 

counsel of the ungodly”       Psalm 1:1 

– “The LORD bringeth the counsel of the 

heathen to nought”       Psalm 33:10 

 

 
 



1 Kings 12:7-9 



1 Kings 12:10-11 



1 Kings 12:12-14 



1 Kings 12:15-16 



1 Kings 12:17-19 



Israel  

Judah   

(Ten Tribes) 

Jeroboam 

(Two Tribes) 

Rehoboam 

The Northern Kingdom 

The Southern Kingdom 



10 Lost Tribes Myth 

• The godly ‘up north’ travel to Rehoboam in 

the south – 2 Chron 11 

• The idol worshipers in the south go up to 

Jeroboam in the north. 

• All 12 tribes are evident in post-exile records 

– Ezra, Nehemiah, et al 

• New Testament confirmations 

– Anna (Asher), Paul (Acts 26:7),  

– James writes to the 12 tribes, Rev 7,12,21 

 



1 Kings 12:20 



Jeroboam's Folly 

• God grants Jeroboam sovereignty over 10 

tribes 

• Fearful that the people would return to 

Rehoboam, Jeroboam sets up centres of 

worship in Dan and Bethel 

– These become centres of idolatry  

• He appoints the ‘lowest of the people’ as 

priests  

• God sends a prophet to warn Jeroboam  



1 Kings 12:21-23 



1 Kings 12:24-25 



1 Kings 12:26-27 



Exodus 23:14-16 



Exodus 23:17 

• 3 main Feast Periods: 

• Unleavened Bread 

– Passover starting 14 Nisan (Abib) 

• Feast of Harvest 

– Pentecost (50 days after Passover) 

• The Ingathering 

– Succoth (Trumpets, Atonement & 
Tabernacles)  



1 Kings 12:28-30 

• Remind you of Exodus 32? 



1 Kings 12:31-32 

• Why even bother doing this? 

• Religion – man’s ‘need’ to get close to God 



1 Kings 12:33 

• This is just going through the motions! 

• An outward show lacking internal change 



Proverbs 29:25 

Jeroboam's Failure 

• Jeroboam was chosen from obscurity to 

be the king of a nation, but God’s decree! 

• Simple obedience would have insured a 

life of blessing, but he let the fear of man 

rule his heart.  



Jeroboam's Failure 

Luke 12:4-5 
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