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Simply teaching the Word simply 



Chapter 1-4 

• Solomon becomes king  Chapter 1 

• The kingdom established  Chapter 2 

• Solomon‟s wisdom   Chapter 3 

• The kingdom strengthened Chapter 4 



Chapter 5-8 

Solomon‟s Great Commission: 

• Building preparations   Chapter 5 

• Temple construction   Chapter 6 

• Solomon‟s palace   Chapter 7:1-12 

• The temple furnishings   Chapter 7:13-51 

• The temple dedication   Chapter 8 

 



Solomon‟s Temple 
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Chapter 9 
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Chapter 9 



1 Kings 9:1-2 



1 Kings 9:3 



Psalm 20 

The LORD Hears! 



Psalm 20 

The LORD Hears! 



Psalm 20 

The LORD Hears! 



1 Kings 9:4-5 



1 Kings 9:6-7 

• See also Deuteronomy 28 



1 Kings 9:8-9 



The Significance of the Temple 

• The Temple was one of the wonders of 

the ancient world  

– and thus became a symbol of God‟s favor 

upon Israel. 

• To see the temple in disrepair would be 

a sign that God‟s favor had been 

removed.  

• Does this apply to us? 



Duty of Care 

1 Corinthians 11:28-30 

 



Duty of Care 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 



Duty of Care 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

 



1 Kings 9:10-12 



1 Kings 9:13-14 

• It seems that Solomon had a loan from Hiram of 

120 talents of gold to help finance the building of 

the Temple 

• As a security Solomon „gave‟ 20 cities to Hiram. 
– See Leviticus 25:23 “The Land shall not be sold for ever” 

• These were later returned to Solomon  
– see 2 Chronicles 8:2  



1 Kings 9:15 

• Solomon taxed the remnant of the nations 

who previously inhabited the land to fund: 

– The building of the House of the LORD 

– The building of his own house 

– Millo & the wall (fortifications to Jerusalem) 

– The building of defence / principle chariot cities 



Jerusalem during 

Solomon’s Time 
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Kidron Valley 



1 Kings 9:16-18 



1 Kings 9:19-21 





1 Kings 9:22-23 



1 Kings 9:24-25 



1 Kings 9:26-28 
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Chapter 10 



1 Kings 10:1-3 



1 Kings 10:4-5 



1 Kings 10:6-8 



1 Kings 10:9-10 



Ethiopian Legend 

• The Ethiopians claim that the Queen of 
Sheba was „their‟ queen. 

– detailed in the famous epic Kebra Nagast  
• (The Glory of Kings) 

• The legend holds that the queen bore a son 
to King Solomon, who was Menelik  

• When Menelik was grown, he visited his 
father, who anointed him to rule in Africa and 
sent the sons of his own counselors to assist 
Menelik as king  



Ethiopian Legend 

• According to the legend the young men 
were reluctant to leave the temple in 
Jerusalem, especially as it contained the 
Ark of the Covenant 

• In secret they removed the Ark and took it 
with them to Ethiopia and left a replica! 

• For centuries, Ethiopian tradition has 
maintained that they have the true Ark and 
it is still preserved and guarded in the 
compound at Aksum 



Ethiopian Legend 

• The Ethiopian legend dates back to al least 
the 13th century, but its real origin is difficult 
to determine  

• What is certain is that Ethiopia believe they 
have the Ark, even to this day   



Ethiopian Legend 

• From the restoration of the Solomonic 
Dynasty around 1270 until the death of the 
last emperor, Haile Selassie, the emperors 
of Ethiopia claimed descent from Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba  

– Haile Selassie I (1892-1975), was a 
grandnephew of Emperor Menelik II, the last 
emperor of Ethiopia (1930-74) 

– The Solomonic claim was part of the 
constitution proclaimed by Selassie in 1955 



Acts 8:26-28 



Ethiopian Eunuch 

• Who was this royal official? 

• Why had he been sent on a state visit? 

• Why send the Queens chief treasurer? 

• Why was he reading the Jewish scripture?  

• Why does the Holy Spirit want you to 

know about this encounter?  

•

(Proverbs 25:2) 



Japheth 

Gomer 

Magog 

Meshech 



Ham 
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Canaanites  

Cush Sheba 

Dedan 



Shem 



Noah 

Shem Ham Japheth 

Mizraim 

Phut 

Canaan 

Cush Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, Sabtecha 

Sheba 

Dedan 

Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 

Pathrusim, Casluhim, (out of whom 

came Philistim,) Caphtorim. 

Sidon, Heth, the Jebusite, the Amorite, 

the Girgasite, the Hivite, the Arkite, the 

Sinite, the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and 

the Hamathite:  

Gomer 

Magog 

Madai 

Javan 

Tubal 

Meshech 

Tiras 

(Europeans etc.) 

The Dividing of The Nations (Genesis 10) 

(Israelites) 

(Canaanites) 

(Egyptians etc.) 



Israel & Ethiopia 

• 1st Interaction between the descendants 

of Shem and Cush is in with the visit of 

the Queen of Sheba 

• This gives rise to the legend of Menelik I 

• At the time of the divided kingdom some 

Jews migrate down to Egypt 

• A Jewish community begins to grow 



The Josiah Conundrum 

2 Chronicles 35:21 



The Josiah Conundrum 

2 Chronicles 35:22 



The Josiah Conundrum 

2 Chronicles 35:3 



The Mystery of the Ark 

Conjecture: 

• During the reign of Manessah the Ark 

was taken by the priests for protection 

• It was taken down to Egypt – and 

placed in Jewish Temple nr. Aswan at 

Elephantine Island  

– On the boarder of Ethiopia 

• In around 400 B.C. This community 

migrated down to into Ethiopia 

• The Ark went to Lake Tanis... 



 

Jewish Temple  

at Elephantine Island 



Lake Tanis 



The Mystery of the Ark 

Conjecture: 

• It remained at Lake Tanis for 800yrs 

• In around 400 A.D. It was moved to 

Axum 

• It resides there to this day 

• Awaiting... 







The Royal Present 

Isaiah 18:7 



St Mary‟s - Axum 



Mercy Seat? 



1 Kings 10:11-12 



1 Kings 10:13-14 

• 666? 

• Only negative comparisons drawn with 

Solomon 



1 Kings 10:15-17 



1 Kings 10:18-20 



1 Kings 10:21-23 



1 Kings 10:24-26 



1 Kings 10:27-29 
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