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The Decline of a Nation
o

Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a

veproach to any people.

Proverbs 14:34




The Decline of a Nation
.

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD: and

the peop[e whom be hatl chosen for his own
inberitance.

Psalm 33:12




The Decline of a Nation

Keep not thou s1[ence, O God: hold not tby peace, ano
be not stﬂ O Goo.

For, [o, tbme enemies make a tummlt: and tbey that
hate thee have [1fteb up the head.

They have taken crafty counsel against thy people,
and consulted against thy hidden ones.
They have smiz Come, and let us cut them off from

bemg a natmn, that tbe name O IST&[B[ may [)B no movre

Psalm 83:1-4




The Decline of a Nation

Israel (Northern kingdom) had rejected
God & tuned aside to idols

Each successive king had led them
further into idolatry

Even after the drought and Carmel,
Ahab did not repent

So now God will bring further judgment
upon him and the land




The Coming Judgment

And the LORD said unto bim, Go, return on tby way
to the wilderness og Damascus: and when thou comest,
anoint Hazael to be king over Syria:

And Jebu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be

king over Israel: and Elisha the son o£ Sbapbat of Abel-

mehola shalt thou anoint to be proppet n tby ToOMm.

And it shall come to pass, that him that escapetb the
SWoro of Hazael shall Jebu s[ay: and him that escapetb
fvom the sword of Jebu shall Elisha s[ay.

1 Kings 19:15-17




The Coming Judgment

Ano tby heaven that is over thy head shall be Bmss,
and the earth that is under thee sﬁ;va“ be iron.

The LORD shall make the rain of tby [and powoer
ano oust: fvom beaven shall it come down upon tbee,

until thou be destroyed.

The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine
enenties: thou shalt go out one way against tbem, ano
ﬂee seven ways before them: and sba?t be removed into
all the kingboms of the earth.

Deuteronomy 28:23-26




The Matinée

e —
And he shall eat the fmit of tby catt[e, and the [fmit of
tby [anb, until thou be oestroyeo: which also shall not

[eave thee either corn, wine, or oil, o the increase of thy
kine, or f[ocks of tby sbeep, until he have oestroyeo thee.

And be shall besiege thee in all thy gates [until thy
high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou trustedst,
tbrougbout all thy [and: and e shall besiege thee in all
tby gates tbrougf;?mt all tby [anb, which tZe LORD tby
God hath grven thee.

Deuteronomy 28:51-52




Getting Away With 1t?

Be not deceivied; God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

Galatians 6:7
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And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all bis host

togetbev: and there were tbirty and two kings with

im, and horses, and chariots: and he went up and

besieged Samaria)and warved against it.

And he sent messengers to Ahab Ring of Israel into
the city, and said unto bim, Thus saith Ben—babab,

Thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy wives also and
thy children, even the goodliest, are mine.

1 Kings 20:1-3

 How far does it have to go before God
get’s your attention”?




And the king of Isvael answered and said, My lord, O

Ring, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all that T
have.

1 Kings 20:4

» Ahab has rejected God to the extent that
even in his darkest hour he doesn’t
consider calling out to Him!

 Sin sears our conscience so we become
past feeling




And the messengers came again, and said, Thus
speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, |Although 1 have sent ynto
tgee, saymyg, Thou shalt be?i’uer me tby si[ver, ano tby
go[b, ano tc/gy wives, ano tby chiloren;

Yet I will send pny servants unto thee to morrow
about this time, and tbey shall search thine bouse, ano

the houses of thy servants; and it shall be, that
whatsoever is p[easomt in thine eyes, tbey shall put it
in their banb, and take it anay).

1 Kings 20:5-6

 Sin will always demand more than we
originally agreed!




Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the
[and, and said, Mark, T pray you, and see how this man
seeketh miscbie[: for he sent unto me for my wives,

and for my children, and for my silver, and for my
gold; and 1 dewied him not.

And all the elders and all the peop[e sai0 unto bim,
Hearken not unto him, nor consent.

1 Kings 20:7-8

At least the elders have some backbone!

» Without God we think we are strong — but
In reality we are weak




Wherefore be said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad,
Tell my [ord the king, All that thou didst send for to
tby servant at the first I will do: but this tbing I may)
not do. And the messengers departed, and brought him

Wor0 dgaim.

And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, The gods do
s0 unto me, and more also i£ the dust OZ Samaria shall
suffice fov i/anbfu[s for a[( the peop[e that fo“ow me.

1 Kings 20:9-10




And the king of Isvael answered and said, Tell him,
Let not him tgat irdeth on bhis harness boast bimse[f
as he that puttet(;g it off.

Ano 1t came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this

message, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the
pavi[ions, that he said unto his servants, Set
yourselves in array. And they set themselves in array
against the city.

1 Kings 20:11-12




And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab ing of
Istael..

1 Kings 20:13



And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab Ring of
Israel, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou seen

all this great wmltitude?

1 Kings 20:13



And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab Ring of
Isme[, sayimng, Thus saith the LORD{, Hast thou seen

all this great wultitude? behold, 1 will deliver it in to
thine hand this 04y); ano thou shalt know that T am the
LORD.

1 Kings 20:13




And Abab 5410, By whom? And he sai0, Thus saith
the LORD, Even By the Young men of the princes of
the provinces. Then be sai0, Who shall ovder the battle?
And be answereo, Thou.

Then he numbered the Young men of the princes of
the provinces, ano tbey were two hundred and tbivty
two: and after them he numbered all the peop[e, even
all the childven of Isvael, being seven thousand.

1 Kings 20:14-15

* This is mad! 7232 at best..
* Against the armies of 32 kings!



Outnumbered?

There is no king saveo by the multitude of an host: a
wighty man is not delivered by much strength.

An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he
deliver any by bis fqreat strength.

Bebo[b, the eye 0 the LORD is upon them that fear
bim, upon them that bope in bis mercy);

To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them
alive in famine.

Psalm 33:16-22




Outnumbered?

Our soul waiteth for the LORD: be is our be[p ano
our shield.
For out heart shall rejoice n bim, because we have

trusted in bis bo[y name.
Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as
we bope in thee.

Psalm 33:16-22




And tbey went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was
drinkin bimse[f drunk in the pavi[ions, he and the
kings, tge tbivty and two kings that be[peb him.

And the young men of the princes of the provinces
went out first; and Ben-hadad sent out, and they told
him, saying, There are men come out of Samaria.

And e said, Whether they be come out for peace,
take them alive; or whether they be come out for war,
take them alive.

1 Kings 20:16-18

* |t is not for kings to drink.... pProverbs 31:4-7




So these Young men of the princes OZ the provinces
came out of the city, and the army which followed
them.

And tbey slew every one his man: and the Syrians
fled; and Israel pursued thew: and Ben-hadad the king
of Syria escaped on an horse with the horsemen.

And the king of Isvael went out, and smote the
horses and cbariots, and slew the Syrians with a great
s[augbter.

1 Kings 20:19-21

* This was impossible 24 hours earlier!
« With God all things are possible!




And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and said
unto him, Go, strengthen thy self, and mark, and see

what thou doest: for at the return of the year the king
of Syria will come up against thee.

1 Kings 20:22

* God now gives Ahab the political forecast

» “See what thou do”
— Be mindful of what the LORD has promised



And the servants of the king OZ Syria sai0 unto bim,
Their gods are gods of the bills; therefore they were

stronger than we; but let us fight against them in the
plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they.

And do this tging, Take the kings away, every man
out of his place, and put captains in their rooms:

And number thee an army), [ike the army that thou
hast lost, horse for horse, and chariot for chariot: and
we will fight against them in the plain, and surely we
shall be stronger than tbey. And he hearkened unto
their woice, and did so.

1 Kings 20:23-25




And it came to pass at the veturn of the year, that
Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and went up to
Aphek, to fight against Isvael.

And the childven of Isvael were numbered, and were
all present, and went against them: and the chiloven of
Israel pitcéeb before them like two [ittle flocks of kids;
but the Syrians filled the country,.

1 Kings 20:26-27




And there came a man of God, and spake unto the
Ring of Israel, and said, Thus saith the LORD, Because
the Syrians have saio, The LORD is God of the bi“s,

but be is not God of the walleys, tberelore will 1
deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye
sbaﬂ km)w tbat I am tbe LORD.

1 Kings 20:28

* God'’s reputation is at stake in those who
are called by His name



Ano tbey pitcbeb one over against the other seven
0ays. Ano so it was, that in the seventh 04y the battle
was joineo: ano the chiloven of Israel slew of the
Syrians an hundred thousand footmen n one bat\’g.

But the vest fled to Aphek, into the city; and theve a
wall fell upon twenty and seven thousand of the men
that were left. And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the
city, into an inmer chamber.

1 Kings 20:29-30




And bis servants said unto bim, Behold now, we have
heard that the kings o(’f the house of Israel are mercifu[
Rings: let us, I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins,
and ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king of
Israel: peradventure he will save tby [ife.

So tbey gir0eo sackcloth on their [oins, and put ropes

on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said,
Tby servant Ben-hadad sm’tb, I pray tbee, et me [ive.
And be sai0, Is he yet alive? be is my) brother.

1 Kings 20:31-32




Now the men 0id bi{igent[y observe whether any
thing would come from him, and did hastily catch it:
ano tbey sa10, Tby brother Ben-hadad. Then he sai0,
Go ye, bving him. Then Ben-hadad came fovtb to bim,-
and he cansed him to come MK into the chariot.

And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities, which my
father took from thy father, T will restore; and thou
shalt make streets fov thee in Damascus, ds my fatber
made in Samaria. Then said Abab, I wi[( send thee
anay) with this covenant. So he made a covenant with
bim, and sent him away.

1 Kings 20:33-34




Ano a certain man of the sons of the propbets saio0
unto bis ne1gbbour in the word of the LORD, Smite wme,
I pray thee. And the man refuseb to smite pim.

Then said he unto him {,)Because thou hast not obeyeb

the woice of the LORD, behold, as soon as thou art
departed from me, a [ion shall slay thee. And as soon
as he was departed from him, a lion found him, and
slew him.

1 Kings 20:35-36




Then he found another man, and said, Swite we, I
pray thee. And the man smote him, so that in smiting

he wounded him.
So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by
the way), ano 01sguiseo bimse[f with ashes upon his face.

1 Kings 20:37-38




And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king: and
he sai0, Tby servant went out into the midst of tt;qe
battle; and, behold, a man turned aside, and brought a
man unto me, and said, Keep this man: ig by any
means he be missing, then sZaﬂ thy [ife be for bis life,
ot else thou shalt pay a talent of silver.

Ano as tby servant was busy here and tbevz he was

all thy

gone. And the king of Israel said unto him, So s
judgment be; thyself hast decided it.

1 Kings 20:39-40




And be basteb, and took the ashes anay) fvom his face;
and the king of Israel discerned him that he was of the

propbets.
And he said unto bim, Thus saith the LORD,

Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom
I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy [ife shall
go for bis [ile, and thy people for his people.

And the ing of Israel went to his house bea’uy ano

1 Kings 20:1-2

 Make no compromise or agreement with
God’s enemies



www.calva rypor’csmou’ch .co.uk



