
Palm Sunday

This teaching was given on 5th April 2020



• We celebrate Palm Sunday each year…

• But what is the real significance of this day?

• Why is this day one of the most important 
days recorded in the Bible?

• What makes this day stand apart?

• Zechariah & Daniel prophesied of this day 
500 years before it happened!

• David spoke of it 1000 yeas before…

• Moses spoke prophetically of this day nearly 
one-and-a-half-thousand years before!

– Challenge: think of any other day in history like this!



• God is outside of time and has revealed the 
future before it happens to serve as 
undeniable proof of His existence 

• In the Bible God speaks through direct 
specific prophecy & types & shadows

• The details of ‘Passion Week’ were recorded 
over 1000 years before they took place…

…through the Feasts of Israel, 

…the ‘Messianic’ Psalms

…and through the Old Testament prophets



Isaiah 46:9-10

• Through direct specific prophecy
– History recorded in advance

• Through types and shadows
– An event that anticipates something yet to 

occur (a model in advance of the real thing) 



• Adam & Eve – 1 Tim 2:14

• Abraham & Isaac – Gen 22, 24

• Joseph (over 100 ways a type of Christ) – Gen 37-50

• Jonah (3 days & 3 nights) – Jonah 1:17

Hosea 12:10

• The 7 Feasts of Israel – Leviticus 23

Types & Shadows



Types & Shadows

Colossians 2:16-17



Sabbath Days

Israel had 70 Sabbaths according to the Law of Moses

- 52 weekly Sabbaths 

- 7 days for Passover  

- 1 day for the Feast of Pentecost  

- 1 day for the Feast of Trumpets  

- 1 day for the Feast of Atonement 

- 7 days for the Feast of Tabernacles  

- 1 day for the ‘Eighth day of Assembly’  

70  

Israel’s Sabbaths were bases on the Lunar calendar



1  Feast of Passover

2  Feast of Unleavened Bread  

3  Feast of Firstfruits  

4  Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) 

5  Feast of Trumpets 

6  Feast of Atonement

7  Feast of Tabernacles

(Leviticus 23)

The Feasts of Israel



Lev 23:5-8

The Feasts of Israel



Lev 23:9-11

The Feasts of Israel



The Feasts of Israel

• Passover 

– 14th Nisan

• Feast of Unleavened Bread

– 15th Nisan

• Feast of Firstfruits 

– the day after the Sabbath after Passover

– always on a Sunday



‘In the volume of the book’
• The Feast of Passover foreshadows Christ’s 

sacrificial death 

• The Feast of Unleavened Bread, His burial

• The Feast of Firstfruits, His resurrection



Exodus 12:3

The Feast of Passover  



Exodus 12:5-7

The Feast of Passover  



Exodus 12:11-12

The Feast of Passover  



Exodus 12:13

The Feast of Passover  



Exodus 4:22-23

The Feast of Passover  



• Take a lamb on the 10th day of the 1st month 

(March/April) 

• The lamb must be a perfect male

• On the 14th day of the 1st month they were to kill 

the lamb in the evening

• The blood of the lamb was to be put on the     

doorposts & lintel – all who passed ‘under the  

blood’ into the house would be safe from God’s 

judgment upon the firstborn of the land

The Feast of Passover  
(Summary)



Leviticus 23:4-6

The Feast Unleavened Bread  

• Detailed in Exodus 12:12-20



Exodus 12:18-20

7 days of unleavened bread  



Deuteronomy 16:16

Compulsory Attendance!

[Festival]

• Initially this was Shiloh
- The Tabernacle

• Later, it would be Jerusalem

- The Tabernacle, then the Temple



14th 15th 16th 17th 18th 19th 20th 21st

Feast of

Passover

Feast of

Unleavened

Bread

High 

Sabbath

Holy 

Convocation

Holy 

Convocation

7 days of unleavened bread

The Feast of Firstfruits could 

be as early as the 16th or as 

late as the 22nd depending 

on the day Passover (14th) 

fell



• But how does this fit in with Palm Sunday?

• How are these things connected?



John 2:3-4

Missed Opportunity?



Mark 1:40-44

Missed Opportunity?



Mark 3:10-12

Missed Opportunity?



Mark 7:34-36

Missed Opportunity?



Matthew 8:2-4

Missed Opportunity?



Matthew 9:27-30

Missed Opportunity?



Matthew 12:14-16

Missed Opportunity?



John 6:14-15

Missed Opportunity?



An Anomaly?

A Reluctant King?

• Jesus came to be king of the Nations & 

king of Israel

• Yet he refused to allow the people to make 

Him king! 

• Moreover, He actually discouraged people 

from saying who He was!

• This was the worst PR tactic imaginable to 

the natural mind! 

• But Jesus was not into ‘fame’ but 

obedience!



Luke 8:54-56

Missed Opportunity?



Matthew 16:15-20

Missed Opportunity?



Luke 4:28-30

Supernatural Protection?



Mt. Precipice



Mt. Precipice



John 7:2-6

…Not yet!



John 7:28-30

…Not yet!



John 8:19-20

Divine Intervention!



John 8:58-59

Divine Intervention!



Matthew 16:15-20

Caesarea PhilippiCaesarea Philippi
c.Autumn/Winter  A.D. 31c.Autumn/Winter  A.D. 31



Matthew 16:21

The Countdown BeginsThe Countdown Begins



Jesus’ Final 

Journey to 

Jerusalem



Matthew 17:1-2

Mt HermonMt Hermon



Luke 9:30-31

Mt HermonMt Hermon



Matt 17:22-23

At Galilee... At Galilee... 



Matthew 16:21

On A Mission



Passion Week
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Summary So Far…

• Jesus came to do the will of His Father

• He was looking forward to a specific 
hour

• Because of this He did not want people 
to make Him known before the right time

• As the ‘right time’ approaches, He heads 
to Jerusalem



The HourThe Hour



The Hour

John 12:23-27

• Why this day?



The Triumphal EntryThe Triumphal Entry



John 12:12-15

The Triumphal Entry



John 12:16

The Triumphal Entry



Zechariah 9:9

The Triumphal Entry

• Zechariah recorded this prophecy over 
500 years before Palm Sunday!



Luke 19:29-32



Luke 19:37-38



Luke 19:39-40



Luke 19:41-44



The Greatest Week in History!

• Jesus’ ministry was centred on one week in 
history

• Jesus came to do the will of His Father, to 
give His life as a ransom for many

• Jesus did not want to be made know 
throughout His incredible 3 ½ years of 
ministry until one specific day…

• But on that day (Palm Sunday) He 
intentionally arranges the whole event!
– Sending disciples to get a donkey etc.
– Riding into Jerusalem as a king…
– Much to the distain of the Jewish leaders!   



• So what was so special about this day?
• Why did Jesus say ‘His hour had now come’?
• Why did Jesus allow Himself to be 

worshipped as ‘Messiah the Prince’ on this 
day (and only on this day)?

• Why did Jesus rebuke the Jews for not 
knowing what day this was?

• What was so important that Jesus 
pronounces national blindness upon Israel 
because they missed ‘the time of their 
visitation’ (Luke 19:44)

– Blindness that has now lasted 1900 years!



Daniel’s 70 Weeks
• The answer is found way back in the book of 

Daniel – around 537 B.C.
• Israel’s 70 captivity in Babylon was over
• Around 50,000 Jews had returned home…
• …but Daniel now aged c.83 had remained in 

Babylon 
• Chapter 9 reveals that Daniel was confused:

– The captivity was over, but Jerusalem still lay in 
ruins

– Daniel turned to the prophecies of Jeremiah and 
realised that there was a second period of 70 
years judgment decreed upon Jerusalem 

•



Servitude / Desolations

Servitude of the 

Nation
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Daniel’s 70 Weeks
• Daniel then set his heart to pray

– One of the most impassioned prayers in scripture!

– Quoting almost verbatim Solomon's prayer in       
1 Chronicles 6:36-39 

• 1) Confessing the sins of his people (v1-15)
• 2) Interceding for the city (v16-19)
• But part way into his prayer for Jerusalem 

Daniel is interrupted!
• Not by a knock at the door…
• But by a visitation from the Angel Gabriel!



Daniel 9:24

Daniel’s 70 Weeks



• Shabuim 

• ‘weeks of years’

• ‘Seventy weeks of years’ 

• 70 x 7 years = 490 years

Daniel’s 70 Weeks



• 1 week of days = 7 days
- (Gen 2:2; Ex 20:11)

• 1 week of weeks = 7 weeks
- (Lev 23:15,16)

• 1 week of months = 7 months
- (Ex 12:2; Lev 23:24)

• 1 week of years = 7 years
- (Lev 25:1-22; Deut 15; 2 Chron 36:19-21)

Daniel’s 70 Weeks



Daniel 9:24

Daniel’s 70 Weeks



• Prophecy for Israel & Jerusalem

• Finnish transgression 

• Make an end of sins

• Reconciliation for iniquity 

• Bring in everlasting righteousness

• Seal up vision & prophecy

• Anoint the most holy (place/one)

The 490 Years



Daniel 9:25

The First 483 Years



The 490 Years

• Command to restore & build Jerusalem

• Seven weeks (7x7years = 49 years)

• Sixty two weeks (62x7 = 432 years)

• Street and Wall rebuilt

• ‘Troublous times’ (Ezra / Nehemiah)

• 483 years conclude with Messiah



Command to restore 

& build Jerusalem
Messiah the King

1st Nisan 445 B.C. 

20th yr 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus

14th March 445 B.C.

483 years

The 490 Years



Command to restore 

& build Jerusalem
Messiah the King

1st Nisan 445 B.C. 

20th yr 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus

14th March 445 B.C.

483 years

How many days? 

The 490 Years



God’s Reputation

Isaiah 46:9-10



360 day Prophetic Years

• Gen 7:11, 8:4 cf Gen 7:24 5mts, 150d = 30 day months

• Dan 7:25, 12:7 inferred cf Rev 12:6, 12:14, 13:5-7 1260d

• Rev 11:2, 11:3, 13:5, 12:6 42 mts, 1260d

• Servitude of Nation, 606 B.C. – 537 B.C.

70yrs @ 360d per yr

• Desolations of Jerusalem, 587 B.C. – 518 B.C.

70yrs @ 360d per yr

• Ezekiel 4, 430yrs – 70 = 360yrs x 7 (cf Lev 28) = 2520yrs @ 360d

Servitude: 537 B.C. – 14/5/1948

Desolations: 518 B.C. – 7/06/1967

• Daniel 9:27, Jeremiah’s Prophecies + Final week = 2520d

• Daniel 9:24-27, Exactly 360 letters in 4 verses (Hebrew)



• Ancient calendars based on 360 day years

- Assyrians, Chaldeans, Egyptians, Hebrews, Persians,    

Greeks, Phoenicians, Chinese, Mayans, Hindus,    

Carthaginians, Etruscans,Teutons, et al.

• 360o in a circle, 60 minutes/hour, 60 sec/min

• 360 icons in the gnostic genii

• 360 gods in theology of Greek Orpheus

• 360 idols in the palace of Dairi in Japan

• 360 statues surrounding Hobal in Arabia

360 Day Year?



“…all nations, before the just length of the 

solar year was known, reckoned months by 

the course of the moon, and years by the 

return of winter and summer, spring and 

autumn; and in making calendars for their 

festivals, they reckoned thirty days to a lunar 

month, and twelve lunar months to a year, 

taking the nearest round numbers, whence 

came the division of the ecliptic into 360 

degrees.” 

360 Day Year?

Sir Isaac Newton



Daniel’s 70 Weeks

• 483 years x 360 days per year

• Prophetic years always reckoned as 360 

days in Scripture



Command to restore 

& build Jerusalem
Messiah the King

Daniel’s 70 Weeks

1st Nisan 445 B.C. 

20th yr 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus

14th March 445 B.C.

483 years

360d x 483y = 173,880 days

The Triumphal Entry

6th April A.D. 32

(10th Nisan)



• Take a lamb on the 10th day of the 1st month 

(March/April) 

• The lamb must be perfect

• On the 14th day of the 1st month they were to kill 

the lamb in the evening

• The blood of the lamb was to be put on the     

doorposts & lintel – all who passed ‘under the  

blood’ into the house would be safe from God’s 

judgment upon the firstborn of the land

The Feast of Passover  
(Summary)















The Love of Money…

John 12:3-6 also Mt 26:6-16 / Mk 14:1-11 / Lk22:1-6





The Last Supper

Luke 22:7-16



The Last Supper

Luke 22:7-16



The Last Supper

Luke 22:7-16
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