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Peter in the Book of Acts

• Ministry of Peter

– Ch 1 - 12 (56x +1x)

• Ministry of Paul

– Ch 13 – 28 (126x)

• The only two Apostles who really feature



Peter in the Book of Acts



The Epistles of Peter
• 1 Peter: Christ the cornerstone of our faith

• 2 Peter: Christ our Strength

• Key word: Precious x 7

– Precious trial of faith 1:7

– Precious blood 1:19

– Precious cornerstone 2:4-6

– Precious Christ 2:7

– Precious Spirit 3:4

– Precious faith 2 Peter 1:1

– Precious promises 2 Peter 1:4

• Suffering is mentioned 16x in 5 Chapters



Organisation of 1st Peter

I. Christian conduct
- in the light of hope we have 1:1 – 2:8

II. The believer’s life
- in the light of our Sevenfold position   2:9 – 4:19

1. A chosen generation

2. A royal priesthood, 

3. A holy nation, 

4. A peculiar people; 

5. We are to shew forth the praises of him 

6. We have been called out of darkness 

7. We have been called into his marvelous light:

III. Christian Service
- in light the Coming Chief Shepherd 5:1-14

Chapter 
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A Summary of the NT
• We have been begotten into a lively hope 1:3

• We have and incorruptible inheritance 1:4, 5:10

• We are kept by the power of God 1:5

• We are being purified to stand with Christ 1:7

• We have the assurance of Salvation 1:9

• We’ve been given an incredible gospel 1:12

– That even angels desire to look into

• We have a great hope 1:13

• We have redemption through His blood 1:18-19

• We are born again by His Word 1:23



• “This bold statement of apostolic authority is 

supported both by internal evidence in the 

text and by its early and universal 

acceptance as a part of the canon of 

Scripture” - Dr Chuck Missler

1 Peter 1:1



“The way we continually talk about our own inabilities is 

an insult to our Creator. To complain over our 

incompetence is to accuse God falsely of having 

overlooked us. Get into the habit of examining from 

God’s perspective those things that sound so humble to 

men. You will be amazed at how unbelievably 

inappropriate and disrespectful they are to Him. We say 

things such as, “Oh, I shouldn’t claim to be sanctified; 

I’m not a saint.” But to say that before God means, “No, 

Lord, it is impossible for You to save and sanctify me; 

there are opportunities I have not had and so many 

imperfections in my brain and body; no, Lord, it isn’t 

possible.” That may sound wonderfully humble to 

others, but before God it is an attitude of defiance”.



Conversely, the things that sound humble before God 

may sound exactly the opposite to people. To say, 

“Thank God, I know I am saved and sanctified,” is in 

God’s eyes the purest expression of humility. It means 

you have so completely surrendered yourself to God 

that you know He is true. Never worry about whether 

what you say sounds humble before others or not. But 

always be humble before God, and allow Him to be 

your all in all.

- Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for his Highest



• “Strangers” (Gr. parepidēmos), 

• “one who comes from a foreign country into a city 

or land to reside there by the side of the natives”

• “sojourning in a strange place, a foreigner”

• We are not of this world John 15:19 /18:36

• Our citizenship is from heaven Philippians 3:20

1 Peter 1:1



• In accordance with the Lord’s instructions, Peter 

sought to feed the scattered sheep of the house of 

Israel.

• These areas were in Asia Minor, north of Israel and 

Syria and south of the Black Sea.

• “Scattered” (Gr. diasporas), had special meaning to 

the Jewish Christians in these churches.  

• The diaspora referred to Jews who were separated 

from their homeland. 

1 Peter 1:1
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1 Peter 1:2



Election

• Both OT & NT 

(Hebrew & Greek): 

– “elect” 

– “election”

– “choose” 

– “chosen”

“To choose:”

of both divine 

and human 

choices



Foreknowledge
“The Greek word “prognosis” means a perceiving before-hand. 

It is only used here and in Acts 2:23. In both places it refers to 

God seeing ahead that he would have to send a Saviour to 

redeem man from the fall. No single individual is chosen, 

elected, foreknown, or predestined to be saved or lost without 

his personal choice and responsibility in the matter. It would be 

a cruel respect of persons - an unjust regard for one and an 

unjust disregard for another - and not divine justice, for one to 

be chosen by God to be saved and another to be damned. God 

offers grace to all alike. His invitations, promises, provision, 

and warnings of punishment are general. All men are invited to 

choose life and are warned of eternal punishment if they do not 

do so. It is inconsistent with man's probation for God to choose 

and elect some to be saved and some to be lost”.  

- Finis Jennings Dake



• Foreknowledge determines Election

• Predestination brings to pass the Election

• Election looks back to Foreknowledge

• Predestination looks forward to Destiny

Foreknowledge

Election

Predestination

Destiny

proginosko

eklegomai

proorizo

Paradigm of Divine Volition

sunte,leia



Divine Election
• Corporate

– Israel Isa 45

– Church Eph 1:4

• Individual

– According to the foreknowledge of God 
1 Pet 1:2

– Wholly of grace, not human merit
Rom 9:11; 11:5,6

– Whereby certain are chosen for Himself 
John 15:19

– Or for distinctive service 
Luke 6:13; Acts 9:15; 1 Cor 1:27,28



1 Peter 1:2



The Paradigm of Salvation

“I have been saved;

I am being saved;

and I will be saved.”
--Earl D. Radmacher



The Paradigm of Salvation
• Justification (Past tense)

– The gift from God of everlasting life received by 
faith alone in Christ alone

• Sanctification (Present tense)

– A progressive work that involves the faith and the 
works of the believer

• Glorification (Future tense)

– A result of the previous aspects

– All believers will be glorified (resurrected and 
given a body like Christ), but some will have 
more glory (i.e. reward) than others. This is what 
Hebrews speaks of.



The Paradigm of “Salvation”

Past Tense:

Separation from the Penalty of Sin

Justification

Present Tense:

Separation from the Power of Sin

Sanctification

Future Tense:

Separation from the Presence of Sin

Glorification



Justification is for us; 

Sanctification is in us. 

Justification declares the sinner righteous; 

Sanctification makes the sinner 

righteous.

Justification removes the 

guilt and penalty of sin; 

Sanctification removes the 

growth and the power of sin. 



• “Obedience” (hupakoe, “to hear under, to 

hearken”) is man’s responsibility to be 

submissive to God’s Word 

– cf. Ex 24:7; Rom 1:5; 15:18; 16:26 

• Obedience is the outcome of sanctification

• Obedience = Overcomer - Rev 2 & 3

1 Peter 1:2



• One living in obedience is constantly being 

cleansed with Christ’s blood and is thus “set 

apart” from the world  1 John 1:7, 9

• Because we are constantly being cleansed with 

Christ’s blood we are able to live in obedience and 

to be “set apart” from the world  

1 Peter 1:2



Leviticus 1:4-5

The Sprinkling of Blood



• Offered willingly (at a cost)

• Male without blemish

• Personal identification  - ‘lay hands on & kill’

• Laying on of hands = Designation of one to 

take your place  (cf  Acts 6:6 / 13:3 )

• Atonement: ‘to cover’ (Heb 10:4)

• Sprinkle – ‘scatter abundantly in large quantities’

• Thus the offerer becomes covered by the 

life (blood) of the one sacrificed 

The Burnt Offering



• The Siamese twins of the NT

• Grace always comes first, then we can have 

peace.

• Paul uses this frequently – but Peter adds 

“be multiplied”!

1 Peter 1:2



• He has given us new birth; people can do 

nothing to merit such a gift.

• Translated from the verb “beget again” or 

“cause to be born again.” It is used 2x in the 

NT, both times in this chapter 

1 Pet 1:3, 23

1 Peter 1:3



• The “lively hope” is based on the living 

resurrected Christ 1 Peter 1:21

– He used the word “living” 6X 1:3, 23; 2:4-5; 4:5-6

• “Here “living” emphasizes the believer’s hope is 

sure, certain, and real, as opposed to the 

deceptive, empty, false hope the world offers”. CM

1 Peter 1:3



• The sure hope is of a future inheritance

Gr. kleronomia

• This same word is used in the LXX to refer 

to Israel’s promised possession of the land 

cf. Num 26:54, 56; 34:2; Josh 11:23

…it was their possession, granted as a gift 

from God.

1 Peter 1:4



• Peter used three words, each beginning with 

the same letter and ending with the same 

syllable, to describe in a cumulative fashion 

this inheritance’s permanence:

– can never perish aphthartos

– spoil amiantos

– fade amarantos

1 Peter 1:4



• The inheritance is not only guarded, but 

heirs who have been born into that 

inheritance are shielded by God’s power. 

• ‘phroureo’ is a military term (to guard, protect 

by a military guard  cf. Phi 4:7

• The final step, or ultimate completion of “the 

salvation of their souls”… 1 Pet 1:9

…will come “when Jesus Christ is revealed,” 

– a clause Peter used twice vv. 7, 13

1 Peter 1:5



• Wherein: truths mentioned in vv.3-5.

• “Knowledge alone cannot produce the great 

joy of experiential security and freedom from 

fear in the face of persecution”. CM

• “God’s omnipotent sovereignty needs to be 

coupled with human responsibility. It is a 

courtship. Faith makes theological security 

experiential”. CM

1 Peter 1:6



• The word dokimazomenou, means “to test 

for the purpose of approving” (cf. dokimion, 

“trial,” in v. 7 and James 1:3, and dokimon, 

“test,” in James 1:12).

1 Peter 1:7



Trials yield two results:

1. They refine or purify one’s faith—much as 

gold is refined by fire when the dross is 

removed, and…

2. Trials prove the reality of one’s faith. 

Stress deepens and strengthens a 

Christian’s faith and lets its reality be 

displayed. 



• The goal of the joy that results from faith: 

– Is the focus of a believer’s faith 

– It is not on abstract knowledge but on the person 

of Christ.

• “Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have believed” John 20:29

1 Peter 1:8



• Believers can rejoice because they are 

receiving (pres. tense) (komizomenoi, “to 

receive as a reward”) what was promised, 

namely salvation, the goal or culmination 

(telos, “end”) of . . . faith.

1 Peter 1:9



Summary

For those who love and believe in Jesus Christ, 

salvation is:

• past “He has given us new birth,” v. 3

• present “through faith are shielded by God’s 

power,” and v. 5

• future it is their “inheritance,” v. 4

which will “be revealed in the last time,” 

v. 5

and is “the goal of your faith:” v. 9



Next Session

• Study Chapter 1:10-25


