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• James shows the importance of 

– Conduct over Creed

– Behaviour over Belief

– Deed over Doctrine

• James’ Epistle is intensely practical for the 

Christian growing in knowledge & grace

• It is a fitting follow-on from Hebrews which 

gives the ‘why?’ of Christian living…

• James gives us the ‘how’ 

Overview of the Epistle



• Endurance of Faith

– Outward Trials & Inward Temptations 1:2-18

• Tests of the Genuineness of Faith
– Our Response to the Word of God 1:19-27

– Response to social distinctions 2:1-13

– Evidence of good works to accompany Faith 2:14-26

– The importance of self-control for a believer 3:1-18

– Our relationship to the World 4:1-5:12

– The foundation of prayer for a believer 5:12-18

Overview of the Epistle



• James used nature to illustrate spiritual truth 

thirty times in five short chapters. 

• There are frequent references to the law in this 

Letter. It is called “the perfect law” (1:25), “the 

royal law” (2:8), and “the law of liberty” (2:12). 

– James does not teach that his readers are under 

law for salvation or as a rule of life. 

– Rather, portions of the law are cited as instruction 

in righteousness for those who are under grace. 

Yakov’s Letter to the 12 Tribes



• Key words:  Brethren x 15 

• . Faith x 15

• . Works x 13

• . Wisdom x 4

• The most authoritarian letter in the NT? 

• James issues instructions more profusely than 

any of the other writers. 

• In the 108 verses, there are 54 commands

Yakov’s Letter to the 12 Tribes



• James argues that justification by faith is 

demonstrated by works; 

• If you truly profess to believe something, your 

actions will demonstrate your profession. 

• If you are saved, your life will show it 

– by your works (ch. 1–2), 

– your words (ch. 3), 

– and a rejection of worldliness (ch. 4-5).
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Vs 1-9
The End of Injustice



• Question:

• Which Old Testament character, without having a 

book attributed to him, wrote more of the Bible than 

Jonah, Amos, Micah, Joel, Malachi, Zephaniah, 

Zechariah, Habakkuk, Naaum, Haggai, Obadiah, 

Peter & James?

• Answer: Asaph

– He wrote Psalm 50, 73-83, 

• He was a prophet 

• He ministered in the house of the LORD from the 

days of David through to the time of Rehoboam



Psalm 73:1-5



Psalm 73:6-10



Psalm 73:11-15



Psalm 73:16-20



James 5:1-3

• See Matthew 19:23-24



Revelation 18 

Revelation 18:8-9



Revelation 18 

Revelation 18:10-11



Revelation 18 

Revelation 18:12-13



Revelation 18 

Revelation 18:14-15



Revelation 18 

Revelation 18:16-17



The Destruction of Babylon

• The coming One World Church will be 

huge and will end up controlling so 

much of the world’s economy that the 

coming ‘Ten Kings’ will feel compelled 

to get rid of her.

• Trade on earth is going to change 

dramatically from this point as the world 

moves from separate democracies to a 

global dictatorship. 



James 5:4-6



James 5:7

• “Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and 

he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on 

the Lord”. – Psalm 27:14

• The early rains = Autumn

• The latter rains = Spring



James 5:8

• “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in 

due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”          

– Galatians 6:9



Luke 21:28-35



Luke 21:28-35



James 5:9

• The Judge of the whole earth!

• He is coming to judge the church…

– Psalm 50:4-6

– 1 Corinthians 3:11-16

– 1 Peter 4:17

• And the World 



Philippians 2:14-16
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Vs 10-12
The End of Trials



James 5:10



James 5:11



James 5:12
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Vs 13-20
The End of Self



James 5:13



James 5:14-15



James 5:16



James 5:17-18



Elijah

• Elijah the Tishbite…
– Tishba: a town in northern Israel?

– From the area of Gilead around Galilee 

• His name means ‘Yahweh is my God’
– Indicates Godly parents

• He is the major character in Kings
– More so than Solomon

• Mentioned more in the NT than any other 

prophet 
– not quoted – he didn’t write anything!

– He is a prophet, but not predictive



Elijah

• Eight recorded miracles: 

1.Stopping the rain for 3 ½ years

2.Being fed by ravens twice a day

3.The grain and oil multiplying

4.Raising the widow's son

5.Calling fire down from heaven

6.Starting the rain again

7.Running for 30 miles

8.Supernaturally sustained for 40 day/night



An Ordinary Man

James 5:17-18

• When did he start to pray?

• Why did he start to pray?

– Convicted by God’s word



1 Kings 19:13-14

An Ordinary Man



1 Kings 17:1

• Psalm 39:3 “My heart was hot within me, 

while I was musing the fire burned: then 

spake I with my tongue”



Deuteronomy 11:8-17

Blessing or Curse



Deuteronomy 11:8-17

Blessing or Curse



Deuteronomy 11:13

Blessing or Curse



Deuteronomy 11:8-17

Blessing or Curse



Deuteronomy 11:8-17

Blessing or Curse

• Deuteronomy 28:23 adds that  “thy heaven 

that is over thy head shall be brass”



The Power of Prayer

• Elijah was on his own…

• No one to support, no one to encourage

• He was just one man

– What difference could he make?

• How could he change the course of his 

nation?

• What effect could he have on the politics 

of his day?

• None, until God calls him to PRAY!



James 5:19-20
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