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Overview of the Epistle

James shows the importance of
— Conduct over Creed

— Behaviour over Belief

— Deed over Doctrine

James’ Epistle is intensely practical for the
Christian growing in knowledge & grace

It Is a fitting follow-on from Hebrews which
gives the ‘why?’ of Christian living...

James gives us the ‘how’



Overview of the Epistle

* Endurance of Faith
— Qutward Trials & Inward Temptations

 Tests of the Genuineness of Faith

— Our Response to the Word of God

— Response to social distinctions

— Evidence of good works to accompany Faith
— The importance of self-control for a believer
— Qur relationship to the World

— The foundation of prayer for a believer

1:2-18

1:19-27
2:1-13
2:14-26
3:1-18
4:1-5:12
5:12-18



Yakov's Letter to the 12 Tribes

James used nature to illustrate spiritual truth
thirty times in five short chapters.

There are frequent references to the law in this
Letter. It is called “the perfect law” (1:25), “the
royal law” (2:8), and “the law of liberty” (2:12).

— James does not teach that his readers are under
law for salvation or as a rule of life.

— Rather, portions of the law are cited as instruction
In righteousness for those who are under grace.




Yakov's Letter to the 12 Tribes

Key words: Brethren X 15
Faith x 15
Works X 13
Wisdom X 4

The most authoritarian letter in the NT?

James issues instructions more profusely than
any of the other writers.

In the 108 verses, there are 54 commands



Overview of the Epistle

« James argues that justification by faith is
demonstrated by works;

* If you truly profess to believe something, your
actions will demonstrate your profession.

* If you are saved, your life will show it
— by your works (ch. 1-2),
— your words (ch. 3),

— and a rejection of worldliness (ch. 4-5).
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Biblical Psychology 101

Mind
God
: Consciousness
uter! Heart
Body Soul Spirit

You
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Question:

Which Old Testament character, without having a
book attributed to him, wrote more of the Bible than
Jonah, Amos, Micah, Joel, Malachi, Zephaniah,
Zechariah, Habakkuk, Naaum, Haggai, Obadiah,
Peter & James?

Answer: Asaph
— He wrote Psalm 50, 73-83,

He was a prophet

He ministered in the house of the LORD from the
days of David through to the time of Rehoboam



clean heart.

But as for me, my) feet were almost gone; my) steps
had well nigh slipped.

For I was envious at the foo[isb, when I saw the
prosperity of the wicked.

Tm[g God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a

For there are no bands in their death: but their
strength is firm.

Tbey are not in trouble as other men; neither are
tbey plagueb [ike other men.

Psalm 73:1-5




Tbevefore prioe compassetb them about as a cbm’n;
violence covereth them as a garment.

Their eyes stand out with ?atness: tbey have more
than heart conld wish.

They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning
oppression: they speak loftily.

Tbey set their mouth against the beavens, and their
tongue walketh tbvougb tze earth.

Tberefove his peop[e return hither: and waters of a
fuﬂ cup are wrung out to them.

Psalm 73:6-10




And they say, How doth God know?

and is theve knowledge in the most Higb?
Bebo[b, these are tge ungob[y,

who prosper in the wov[b; they increase in riches.
Verily I have cleansed my dart n vdin,

and washed my hands in innocency.

For all the day long have 1 been plagued, and
chastened every morning.
If I say, I will speak tbus{; behold, 1 should offend

against the generation of thy childven.

Psalm 73:11-15




When I thought to Rnow this, it was too painful for
me;

Until T went into the sanctuary of God; then
understood I their end.

Surely thou didst set them in slippery places:
thou castedst them down into destruction.

How are they brought into desolation, as in a
moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.
As a dveam when one awaketb{; s0, O Lor0, when

thou awakest, thou shalt oespise their image.




Go to now, e rich wen, weep and howl for your
wiseries that shall come upon You. - Your viches are
corrupted, and Your garwents are motheaten. > Your
gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be

a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it
were five. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last

04s. James 5:1-3

e See Matthew 19:23-24



Revelation 18

Tbevefove shall her p[agues cowe m|one 0ay), death
and wourning, and famine; and she shall be uttevfgg
burned with ﬂ've: for strong is the Lovd God who

jubgetb her.

And the kings of the eavtb, who have committed
fomication and lived be[icious[;g with fyev, shall
bewail bev, and lawent fov bev, when tbe;g shall see

the smoke Of her buming, Revelation 18:8-9




Revelation 18

Stanbin{g afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,
Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that wighty city!
for in one hour is thy judgment cowe.

And the merchants of the earth shall weep ano
MOUYN 0Uer bev; fov 1o man bu;getb their

WlBVCb&lVlb]SB any) more: Revelation 18:10-11




Revelation 18

The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious
stones, and of pearls, and gine [inen, and purple, and
silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner
vessels of vory, and all wmanner vessels of wost

precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,

An0 cimnamon, and 000urs, ano omtments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine ﬂom, ano
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and

chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.
Revelation 18:12-13




Revelation 18

And the fmits that t[m soul [usted aftev are Oeparteo
fvom tbee, and al| tbings which were 0dmty and
goodly ave departed from thee, and thou shalt find
them no wore at all.

The merchants of these tbings, which were made ich

by hev, shall stand afar off [ov the fear of her

torment, weeping and wailing,

Revelation 18:14-15




Revelation 18

Am saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was
clothed in ﬁne [inen, and purple, and scarlet, and
decked with gold, and precious stones, and pears!

For in one hour so great riches is come to mougbt.
And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships,
and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar

off, Revelation 18:16-17




The Destruction of Babylon

* The coming One World Church will be
huge and will end up controlling so
much of the world’s economy that the
coming ‘Ten Kings’ will feel compelled
to get rid of her.

* Trade on earth is going to change
dramatically from this point as the world
moves from separate democracies to a
global dictatorship.



Bebo[b, the hive of the [abourers who have reaped 00wn
Youy gielbs, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth:
and the cries of them which have reapeo are entered
into the ears of the Lovd of sabaot}.

Ye have [ived in p[easmfe on the eavtb, and been
wantov; ve have nourished your hearts, as in a day of

s[auzbtev.

Ye have condenmed and killed the just; ano he doth not

1esist you
James 5:4-6




Be patient tbevelove bvetbven, unto the coming of the
Lovo. Bebo[b, the husbandman waiteth fov the Precions

fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he
receive the early and latter vain Jarasiie. >

« “Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, | say, on
the Lord”. — Psalm 27:14

* The early rains = Autumn
« The latter rains = Spring



Be ve also patienté stablishy YOur hearts: fov the coming

of the Lovd drawet m’gb. James 58

* “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”
— Galatians 6:9




And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your vedemption draweth m'gZ:.
And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and
all the trees; When they now shoot forth, ve see and
know of your own selves that suwmer is now nigh at

hand. So likewise ;92 when Ve see these tbin%s comwe to

pass, know ve that the kingdom of God is m'f at hand.
Verily 1 say unto you, This generation shall not pass
away) till all be fu[fi[(eb. Heaven and earth shall pass

anway): {)Mt my) Woros Sb&l“ not pass away. Luke 21:28-35




And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
caves of this [ife, and so that day come upon you

unawares. For as a snave shall it come on all them that

bwe“ on tbe face of tbe wbo[e emftb.
Luke 21:28-35




Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be
condemmed: behold, the judge standeth before the door.

James 5:9

* The Judge of the whole earth!

* He is coming to judge the church...
— Psalm 50:4-6
— 1 Corinthians 3:11-16
— 1 Peter 4:17

 And the World



Do all things without wiurmurings and disputings:

That ye may be blaweless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse

nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
Ho[bing fovtb the wor of {ife; that 1 may) rejoice the
04y of wa’st, that 1 have not vun in vam, neither
[aboured in vain.

Philippians 2:14-16
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Take, wry brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in
the name of the Lo, for an example of suffering

affliction, and of patience. James 5:10



Beholo, we count them bamo;g which endure. Ye have
heard ol the patiece of Job, and have seen the end of the

Lovd; that the Lovd is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
James 5:11




But above all things, my brethren, swear wot, neither
[)39 fyeaven, neither [939 the eavtb, neither by any) other

oath: but let your vea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest
ye fall into condewmation.

James 5:12
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Is any awong you dfflicted? let him pray. Is any

werry? let him sing psalms.

James 5:13




Is any sick among You! let him cal fov the elders of
the cbmcb and let them ray) ovey bwn, anomting him
with oil in tbe name o t&q Lov0:

An the pmyev of mtb shall save the s1ck, and the
Lovd shall vaise him mz), ano 1f he have committed smSs,

tbey Sb&l {)B fOVgTUBVl m James 5:14-15




Confess YOUy fau[ts one to anotbev, anod pray) one fov
anotbev, that Ve may) be healed. The effectua[ fevvent

prayer of a w’gbteous man avdaileth wmch.
James 5:16




Elias was a wan subject to [ike passions as we are,
and he prayeo eamest[y that it migbt not ram: and 1t
yained not on the earth {)39 the space of three vears ano

size months.
And he prayeo afgairg and the heaven gave ram, ano

the earth bvoug[yt orth her fmit. JAmasis9




Elijah
Elijah the Tishbite...
— Tishba: a town In northern Israel?

— From the area of Gilead around Galilee
His name means ‘Yahweh is my God’
— Indicates Godly parents

He Is the major character in Kings

— More so than Solomon

Mentioned more in the NT than any other
prophet

— not quoted — he didn’t write anything!

— He Is a prophet, but not predictive



Elijah
* Eight recorded miracles:
1.Stopping the rain for 3 %2 years
2.Being fed by ravens twice a day
3.The grain and oil multiplying
4.Raising the widow's son
5.Calling fire down from heaven
6.Starting the rain again

/.Running for 30 miles
8.Supernaturally sustained for 40 day/night




An Ordinary Man

Elijal was a man of [ike passions with us, and he
prayed fervently that it wight not vaiv; and it
yained not on the earth fov three years ano Six
months.

AnD he prayed again; and the heaven gave vain, and
the earth bvougbt fovtb her fmit. James 5:17-18

* When did he start to pray?

 Why did he start to pray?
— Convicted by God’s word



An Ordinary Man
-_—

suddenly a voice came to him, and said, "What are
you doing here, Elijah?
And e 510, 'T have been very zealous for the

LORD God of hosts; because the chiloren of Israel
have|forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars,
and killed Your pvopbets with the swor.

1 Kings 19:13-14




And E[ijab the Tisbbite, who was of the inhabitants of
Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel

[ivetb, befove whom I stano, there shall not be dew nor
vain these years, but according to my wo.

1 Kings 17:1

* Psalm 39:3 “My heart was hot within me,
while | was musing the fire burned: then
spake | with my tongue”



Blessing or Curse

Tbevefore shall ve keep all the commandments which
I command you this day), that ye may be strong, and go
in and possess the land, whither ye go to possess it;

And that ye may prolong your days in the [and,

which the LORD sware unto YOur athers to grve unto
them and to their see0, d [and that tloweth with milk
and honey).

Deuteronomy 11:8-17



Blessing or Curse

————————————————————
For the [cmb, whither thou goest 11 to possess it, 15
not as the [and of Egypt, from whence Ye came out,
where thou sowedst tby see0, an0 watereost it with tby

foot, as a garden of herbs:

But the [and, whither ye go to possess it, is a [and of
hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of
heaven:

Deuteronomy 11:8-17



Blessing or Curse

And it shall come to pass, if ve shall hearken
diligently unto my commandments which 1 command

you this day, to love the LORD your God, and to
serve him with all YOur heart and with a{[ YOur sou[,

Deuteronomy 11:13




Blessing or Curse

That 1 will grue you the rain of YOur [and in bhis due
season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou
mayest gatber n tby corn, and tby wine, ano thine oil.

A I will send grass in thy fields for thy cattle, that

thou mayest eat and be full.

Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not
deceived, and e turn aside, and serve other gods, and
worship thew;

Deuteronomy 11:8-17




Blessing or Curse

And then the LORD’s wrath be kindled agamst you,
and e shut up the beaven, that there be no rain, ano

that the [and yie[b not her fmit; and lest ye perisb
quick[y from off the 4000 [and which the LORD givetb
YOu.

Deuteronomy 11:8-17

* Deuteronomy 28:23 adds that “thy heaven
that is over thy head shall be brass”



The Power of Prayer

Elijah was on his own...
NoO one to support, no one to encourage

He was just one man

— What difference could he make?

How could he change the course of his
nation?

What effect could he have on the politics
of his day?

None, until God calls him to PRAY!




Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one
convert v
Let him know, that he wbwb convertetl the sinmer

fvom tfye ervrov of his way) shall save a soul fvom beatb
and shall hide a wmltitude of SmS.

James 5:19-20
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