
…a verse by verse study

CHAPTER ELEVEN
(The Not-So-Silent ‘Silent Years’) 
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The 400 ‘silent years’

400 The 400 

‘silent years’?

These 400 years are foretold in advance in Daniel 11



Chronological Order
1 Babylonian Captivity 606 B.C.

2 Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 604 B.C.

3 Nebuchadnezzar’s Image        587 B.C.

4 Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride      570-563 B.C.

7 The vision of the 4 beasts 552 B.C.

8 Ram and He-goat vision 550 B.C.

5 Babylon falls to Persians 539 B.C.

6 The Lions’ Den 539 B.C.

9 Vision of seventy weeks 537 B.C.

10 -12   Closing visions 536 B.C.

Chapter



Daniel 11:1

1 Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even 
I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.

• Chapter 11 is a continuation of chapter 10

• It is the angel speaking in the 3rd year of Cyrus (Ch 

10:1) & now states that 2 years before this time he 

was involved in spiritual warfare
– Specifically, he stood to strengthen Cyrus

– 2 years before this would have been 537 B.C.

– This was the time Cyrus signed the decree allowing the Jews 

to return home after the 70 year servitude in Babylon!

– Could it have been in regard to Cyrus’ releasing of the Jewish 

captives that this angel had come to confirm and strengthen 

king Darius, ‘ruler of Babylon’?



Daniel 11:1

1 Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even 
I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.

• The angel, in answer to Daniel’s prayer is now 

going to reveal the future of Israel

• Note: God is at work behind kings and kingdoms 

for His purposes!



Daniel
Chapter 11

135 Fulfilled Prophecies 

in 34 verses!
(verse 2-35)



Isaiah 46:9-10

God’s Challenge to Us!

Remember the former things of old: for I am God, 
and there is none else; I am God, and there is none 
like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure:



Daniel 11
539-530 Cyrus Dan 5; Isa 45

v.1-2 529-522 Cambyses

522 Artaxerxes

521-486 Darius I Hystaspes

486-465 Xerxes I Esther

465-425 Artaxerxes Longimanus Dan 9; Neh 2
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Daniel 11
539-530 Cyrus Dan 5; Isa 45

v.1-2 529-522 Cambyses

522 Artaxerxes

521-486 Darius I Hystaspes

486-465 Xerxes I Esther

465-425 Artaxerxes Longimanus Dan 9; Neh 2

v.3-4 334-323 Alexander the Great Cf Dan 8:8f
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Four Generals divide the empire:

Macedonia & Greece      Cassander

Asia Minor and Thrace    Lysimachus

Syria and Babylon           Seleucus

Egypt, Arabia, Israel        Ptolemy
Dan 11:5-35



The Greek Empire Divided       

Cassandra

Lysimachus

Ptolemy

Seleucus

“Give it to the strong”

- Alexander The Great -



Ptolemies  vs.  Seleucids
“Kings of the South”             “Kings of the North”

Daniel Chapter 11

5 Ptolemy I Soter
(323-285 BC)

6 Ptolemy II Philadelphus
(285-246)

7-8 Ptolemy III Euergetes
(246-221)

11-12 Ptolemy IV Philopater
(221-204)

17 Ptolemy V Epiphanes
(204-181)

25 Ptolemy VI Philometer
(181-145)

5 Seleucus I Nicator
(312-281)

Antiochus I Soter
(281-262)

7-9 Seleucus II Callinicus
(246-227)

6 Antiochus II Theos
(262-246)

10 Seleucus III Soter
(227-223)

10-19 Antiochus III the Great
(223-187)

20 Seleucus IV Philopater
(187-176)

21-35 Antiochus IV Epiphanes
(175-163)



Daniel 11:2

• As Daniel is writing this, Cyrus is the king of Persia 
– it is presumed that Darius has by now died

• Daniel is told that from this point there will stand up 

another three kings, followed by a forth who will be 

far richer than his predecessors, 

• This forth king will  ‘awaken’ the Greek empire. 

2 And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the 
fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his 
strength through his riches he shall stir up all 
against the realm of Grecia.



14

Kings of the Persian Empire

Darius (Gubaru) (539-533)

Ruled Babylon

Smerdis

(8 months –Sept. 522-521)

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus     

(465-424)

Cambyses II 

(530- Sept. 522)

Cyrus (559-530)

Darius The Great

(521/20-486)

(Ezra 4:24)

Xerxes

(486-465)
(Esther)

Makes Susa his capital

1.

2.
The  Four Kings of Daniel 11:2



• From history we know that after Cyrus, Cambyses 

(Cyrus’ son) became king, reigning until 521 B.C. 

• Cambyses discovered that an impostor (by the 

name of Guamata), pretending to be his own 

younger brother Smerdis (also called Artaxerxes), 

was claiming the kingdom for himself.

• ‘Smerdis’ announced a three-year exemption from 

taxes and won the hearts of the people, at which 

point Cambyses, realising that he was defeated, 

committed suicide. 

• This psudo-Smerdis then reigned for a short period 

before Darius the Great eventually took control of 

the Persian Empire. 

Kings of the Persian Empire
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Kings of the Persian Empire
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• It was in the 2nd year of Darius the Great (518 

B.C.) that Darius signed a decree to allow the 

rebuilding of the Temple and thus ending the 

‘Desolations of Jerusalem’. 

– (See Ezra 4:24 / Ezra 6:8-12 / Haggai 1:1, 15 & 2:18).

Kings of the Persian Empire
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Daniel 11:2

2 And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the 
fourth shall be far richer than they all: and by his 
strength through his riches he shall stir up all 
against the realm of Grecia.



• Xerxes, also know as Ahasuerus, we already know 

from the book of Esther 

• We are told that his kingdom spread from India to 

Ethiopia, covering 127 provinces Esther 1:1

• According to historians, Xerxes fielded a two and a 

half million-man army!

– the logistics of which are staggering even by today’s 

standards. 

• Not being content with the vast empire already in 

his hands, he led his army against Greece.

Kings of the Persian Empire



Kings of the Persian Empire

Persia

Greece



Kings of the Persian Empire

Persia

Greece



• Herodotus records that in around 482 B.C., Xerxes 

had two bridges built across the width of the 

Hellespont in order that his huge army could cross 

from Persia into Greece. 

• These bridges were then destroyed by a storm that 

so enraged Xerxes, that he beat the sea 300 times 

…with a belt!

– He went home upset and threw a party – for six months! 

• Eventually he did cross and subdued much of 

Greece starting a bitter rivalry that would later 

become the source of Alexander the Great’s 

obsession with conquering the Persian Empire.

Kings of the Persian Empire



• Thus, just as Daniel was told by the angel, Cyrus 

was succeed by three other kings:

– Cambyses, 

– Psudo-Smerdis

– Darius the Great 

• and then came a forth

– Xerxes

• who was indeed far richer than his predecessors 

and through his military strength he started a war 

with Greece that would ultimately lead to the 

downfall of the Persian Empire.

Precision of Prophecy



• Following Xerxes, there were another eight Persian 

rulers, ending up with Darius III who was defeated 

by Alexander the Great.
– Cyrus II, the Great, son of Cambyses I, ruled from c.550–530 BC (ruler of Anshan c. 559 BC –

conquered Media 550 BC)

– Cambyses II, son of Cyrus the Great, ruled 529–522 BC

– Smerdis (Bardiya), alleged son of Cyrus the Great, ruled 522-521 BC (possibly a usurper)

– Darius I, the Great, brother-in-law of Smerdis and grandson of Arsames, ruled 520–486 BC

– Xerxes I, son of Darius I, ruled 485–465 BC

– Artaxerxes I Longimanus, son of Xerxes I, ruled 465–424 BC

– Xerxes II, son of Artaxerxes I, ruled 424 BC

– Sogdianus, half-brother and rival of Xerxes II, ruled 424–423 BC

– Darius II Nothus, half-brother and rival of Xerxes II, ruled 423–405 BC

– Artaxerxes II Mnemon, son of Darius II, ruled 404–359 BC (see also Xenophon)

– Artaxerxes III Ochus, son of Artaxerxes II, ruled 358–338 BC

– Artaxerxes IV Arses, son of Artaxerxes III, ruled 338–336 BC

– Darius III Codomannus, great-grandson of Darius II, ruled 336–330 BC defeated by Alexander

Kings of the Persian Empire



Daniel 11:3

3 And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule 
with great dominion, and do according to his will. 

4 And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be 
broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds 
of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according 
to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom 
shall be plucked up, even for others beside those. 



• Enter… Alexander the Great, 
– who, as we have already prophetically seen in ch 7 & 8, 

• He was ‘broken’ (died) at a young age (33)

• …and his kingdom divided between his four 

generals. 

• Note once again the precision of scripture, 

the kingdom was not given to Alexander’s 

posterity (offspring)! 

• …nor did it have the stature that it had done 

under him

The ‘Mighty King’



Daniel 11:3-4

Alexander the Great

Ptolemy I Soter Cassandra Lysimachus Antigonus

(Macedonia) (Asia Minor) (Babylon)(Egypt)

Division of the Greek Empire
(Daniel 11:2-35)

3 And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to his 
will. 4 And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the 
four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for 



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)
Alexander the Great

Cassandra Lysimachus Antigonus

(Macedonia) (Asia Minor) (Babylon) 

Daniel 11:5

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South

5 And And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong 

From history we know that after Alexander died, Ptolemy 1st Soter

(323-285 B.C.) took the area associated with Egypt, which also 

included Israel. Geographically, Ptolemy’s kingdom was south of 

Israel, hence the title ‘king of the south’.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)
Alexander the Great

Cassandra Lysimachus Antigonus

(Macedonia) (Asia Minor) (Babylon) 

Daniel 11:5

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South

Seleucus I Nicator

King of the North
Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

5 And And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his princes; and he shall be strong 



ITALY

ISRAEL

SYRIA

GREECE

MEDITERRANEAN

King of the South

King of the North

‘Seleucia’ – on the Tigris

TURKEY

BLACK SEA

CASPIAN SEA

EGYPT

ARABIA

Cassandra

Lysimachus

Ptolemy

Seleucus



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 6

Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south 
shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 

‘After the lapse of several years’…



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 6

Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south 
shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 

South and 

North in relation 

to Israel!



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 6

Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south 
shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 

In around 250 B.C., a political marriage was arranged between the 

king of the north, Antiochus II Theos (262-246 B.C.), and Bernice, 

the daughter of Ptolemy II Philadelphus (the king of the south). 



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 6

Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

Laodacia (Ex-wife)

6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south
shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 

In order for this to take place, Antiochus II had to divorce his own 

wife, Laodacia.



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus

Daniel 11: 6

Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

Laodacia (Ex-wife)

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Seleucus II Callinicus

Understandably, Laodacia was non-too impressed with this and 

ended up poisoning her ex-husband, murdering Bernice, and 

placing her own son, Seleucus II Callinicus on the throne.

6 And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the south 
shall come to the king of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the power of 
the arm; neither shall he stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, 



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

Laodacia (Ex-wife)

Ptolemy III Euergates

Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 7 – 8 

7 But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an 
army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and 
shall prevail: 

8 And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious 



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

Laodacia (Ex-wife)

Ptolemy III Euergates

Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 7 – 8 

The spoils that Euergates took back to Egypt included 2500 idols 

(gods), 4000 talents of gold and 40,000 talents of sliver.

7 But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an 
army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and 
shall prevail: 

8 And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious 



Seleucus I Nicator

Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

Ptolemy I Soter

King of the South King of the North

(LXX ?) Ptolemy II Philadelphus Antiochus I Soter

Antiochus II TheosBernice (daughter)

Laodacia (Ex-wife)

Ptolemy III Euergates

Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy I sets up Seleucus I 

over ‘Babylonian Satrapy’

Daniel 11: 7 – 8 

Ptolemy III reigned for 24 years, surpassing that of his rival 

(Seleucus II Callinicus) who reigned for 20 years.

7 But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate, which shall come with an 
army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against them, and 
shall prevail: 

8 And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious 



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

9 So the king of the south shall come into his kingdom, and shall return into his own land.   

Daniel 11: 9

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

With Euergates back in Egypt, Seleucus II (king of the north) led an 

ill-fated attempt to attack Euergates (king of the south) but got 

soundly defeated, returning to Antioch with only a remnant of his 

army.

X



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

10 But his [i.e. Seleucus II Callinicus (north)] sons [i.e. Seleucus III Soter & Antiochus III] shall be 
stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces: and one [of his sons, Antiochus III] 

shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through [Judea]: then shall he return [to Syria], 

and be stirred up, even to his fortress.

11 And the king of the south [Ptolemy IV Philopator] shall be moved with choler, and shall come 
forth and fight with him, even with the king of the north [Antiochus III the Great]: and he shall 
set forth a great multitude; but the multitude shall be given into his [i.e Ptolemy IV 

Philopator’s] hand.

12 And when he hath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast 
down many ten thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it.

Daniel 11: 9 – 10 

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy IV Philopator
Seleucus III Soter

Antiochus III the Great



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

• Seleucus II’s sons were: 

– Seleucus III Soter, 

• who was murdered during a campaign in Aisa Minor (Turkey), 

– Antiochus III, 

• also known as Antiochus the Great (who reigned until approx. 

187 B.C.). 

• Antiochus III recovered much of the territory 

conquered by Euergates and resumed war 

against the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt. 

(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy IV Philopator
Seleucus III Soter

Antiochus III the Great



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

• Antiochus also ‘passed through’ Judea attacking 

much of what had been held by Egypt. 

• In about 221 B.C. a ‘multitude’ (large army) was 

assembled by Ptolemy IV, (Euergates’ son). 

• His army marched through Judea and was met in 

Lebanon by Antiochus. 

• This led, in the spring of 219 B.C., to the battle of 

Raffia 

– about 20 miles south of modern day Gaza)

(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy IV Philopator
Seleucus III Soter

Antiochus III the Great



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

• Ptolemy IV Philopator led about 70,000 men 

against Antiochus’s 60,000. 

• Antiochus was defeated, sustaining great losses. 

• Antiochus was forced to sign a peace treaty with 

Ptolemy

• Ptolemy then embarked on a victory tour of the 

area, stopping off at Jerusalem. 

(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy IV Philopator
Seleucus III Soter

Antiochus III the Great



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

• However, as Ptolemy was about to enter the holy 

of holies in the Temple, 

– ignoring the warning of the high priest, 

• …he was suddenly struck with paralysis and was 

unable to enter!
• It would seem that God was protecting the holy place until a 

specific time that was yet to come (has had been prophesied 

to Daniel in chapter 8). 

(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy IV Philopator
Seleucus III Soter

Antiochus III the Great



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

• After defeating Antiochus’ multitude, and the 

Jerusalem Temple incident, Polemy returned 

home to convalesce

• Being ‘lifted up in his heart’ against the God of 

the Jews, he comforted himself by launching a 

wave of persecution against the Egyptian Jews

• Antiochus, rather than being discouraged by the 

defeat, then set about rebuilding his army for a 

rematch….

(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy III Euergates Seleucus II Callinicus

Ptolemy IV Philopator
Seleucus III Soter

Antiochus III the Great



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

13For the king of the north [Antiochus III the Great] shall return, and shall set forth a multitude 
greater than the former, and shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and 
with much riches.
14 And in those times there shall many [including early Rome] stand up against the king of the 
south [i.e. Ptolemy V Epiphanes]: also the [children of] robbers of thy people [i.e. Egyptians 

under Ptolemy V] shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall fall.
15 So the king of the north  [i.e. Antiochus III the Great] shall come, and cast up a mount, and 
take the most fenced cities: and the arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen 
people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand.
16 But he [Antiochus III the Great] that cometh against him [Ptolemy IV Philopator] shall do 
according to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious 
land [Israel], which by his hand shall be consumed [due to the ravages of war].

Daniel 11: 13 – 16

(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• 12 years after the battle of Raffia, Antiochus the Great set 

out with an even larger army than before to go against 

Egypt.

• By now Ptolemy IV Philopator had died and his young 

son, Ptolemy V Epiphanes becomes king

• Among Antiochus’ army were some Jewish mercenaries; 

at this point we also see the first sight of Rome who also 

wanted a piece of the Egyptian spoils. 



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• The ‘robbers of Daniel’s people’ 

– technically the Hebrew infers “the children of the robbers”... 

• …were the Egyptian forces under Ptolemy V, who having 

seen what Ptolemy IV Philopator had accomplished was 

confident they could stop Antiochus again. 

• As a result of this confidence, one of Ptolemy’s allies, 

named Scopas, re-took Judea



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• Ptolemy only held Judea for a very short time; 

• …for in c.198 B.C. Scopas was driven back and defeated 

by 100,000 of Antiochus’ troops at Sidon. 

• Thus none were ‘able to withstand’ the strength of 

Antiochus. 

• As a result of all of this changing of hands, Judea was 

reduced to poverty as the ravages of war took effect.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

17 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones 
with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she 
shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.

Daniel 11: 17

(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• Rather than just destroying Egypt, and wanting to be 

seen to be doing the right thing, Antiochus III the Great 

made an agreement with the now new king of Egypt, 

Ptolemy V Epiphanes, by giving him his own beautiful 

daughter as wife



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

17 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones 
with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she 
shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.

Daniel 11: 17

(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• The only problem was that Ptolemy V Epiphanes was just 

10 years old. 

– The giving of daughters to rival kings was an attempt at ensuring 

peace between kingdoms; and it also gave the father a spy in the 

enemy’s camp! 



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

17 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones 
with him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her: but she 
shall not stand on his side, neither be for him.

Daniel 11: 17

(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)(Daniel 11:2-35)
King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• However this backfired for Antiochus III as his daughter 

fell in love with Ptolemy V Epiphanes and sided with him 

instead of remaining loyal to her father!



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

18 After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own 
behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause 
it to turn upon him.

Daniel 11: 17

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• After his success in Egypt, Antiochus III the Great turned 

his attention elsewhere in the Middle East and 

Mediterranean regions. 

• Initially he was successful, however in Asia Minor (today’s 

Turkey) he encountered ‘the new kid on the block’ –

ROME! 



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

18 After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince for his own 
behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach he shall cause 
it to turn upon him.

Daniel 11: 17

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• Rome under Manius Acilius Glabrio forced Antiochus 

back toward Syria, thus causing the ‘reproach offered by 

him to cease’. 

• Rome then pursued Antiochus and turned the tables on 

him putting him under tribute to them, forcing him to pay 

taxes to them.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

19 Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and 
not be found.

Daniel 11: 19 

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• Desperately in need of some quick cash, Antiochus died 

whilst attempting to rob a temple ‘in his own land’ at 

Elymais, in Persia in 187 B.C.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

20 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within 
few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.

Daniel 11: 19 

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• Antiochus was succeeded by his son, Seleucus IV 

Philopator. 

• Seleucus inherited his father’s great debt and as a result 

brought in heavy tax increases, which surprisingly did not 

go down well with the people! 

Seleucus IV Philopator



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

20 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom: but within 
few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.

Daniel 11: 19 

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• So unpopular was this move that Seleucus was 

assassinated by his minister, Heliodorus. 

• So as the angel foretold to Daniel, Seleucus died ‘neither 

in anger nor battle’, but as a result of a political issue.

Seleucus IV Philopator



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

– As an interesting aside, 2 Maccabees records that he 

entered the Temple in Jerusalem in order to take its 

treasure (no doubt under the orders of Seleucus) but 

was turned back by ‘three forms of God’.

Seleucus IV Philopator



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

21 And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the 
kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

Daniel 11: 20

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• We now come to Antiochus IV Epiphanes, 

– who we first met back in chapter 8

– he is a type (or model) of the Antichrist who is yet to come. 

• The Greek name for Antiochus Epiphanes is 

translated as ‘the shining one’; which is the same as 

the Hebrew word ‘nachash’, re the Serpent.

Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• When Seleucus IV Philopator was assassinated, his eldest 

son, Demetrius, should have succeeded him; 

• However, Demetrius was being held captive in Rome. 

• Demetrius’ younger brother Antiochus Epiphanes had 

himself been a captive in Rome but had recently been 

exchanged for his elder brother. 

Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy IV Philopator Antiochus III the Great

Ptolemy V Epiphanes

• According to Dake’s Bible commentary: 

– “Antiochus Epiphanes was on his way back from Rome when his 

father, Seleucus IV died. Heliodorus who poisoned the king had 

already declared himself king, as had several others, but Antiochus 

came home peaceably (not in war) and using flattery obtained the 

kingdom. He flattered Eumenes, king of Pergamos, and Attalus his 

brother, and got their assistance. He flattered the Romans, and sent 

ambassadors to court their favour, paying them tribute which was in 

arrears. He flattered the Syrians, gained their favour, and took the 

throne with their backing.”

• Thus, Antiochus Epiphanes, although not the rightful heir, 

took the kingdom anyway.

Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; 
yea, also the prince of the covenant.

Daniel 11: 22

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes

• The ‘they’ referred to in this verse are the ones who were 

‘overthrown’ by Antiochus with the help of his supporters. 

• However, not only were Antiochus’ rivals overthrown, but so 

also was the Jewish High Priest, Onias

– According to 2 Maccabees, he had been conspiring with the Spartans. 

– In his place, Antiochus agreed to let Onias’ brother, Jason, assume the 

role of High Priest, after Jason had agreed to pay Antiochus a large 

sum of money.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes

• Jason did not hold the office of High Priest for very long, 

• A Benjaminite called Menelaus, who was on his way to pay 

Antiochus money from Jason, used Jason’s money to bribe 

Antiochus to give him the title instead.

• And thus with just a small group of supporters, Antiochus IV 

Epiphanies returned from Rome and became king in the 

place of his father.

23 And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall 
become strong with a small people. 

Daniel 11: 23



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes

• Antiochus subdued Lebanon, Phoenicia and Judea, and 

appointed rulers whom he paid with the spoils he’d won
– effectively bribing them to ensure their loyalty to him.

• Knowing that a war with Ptolemy VI’s Egypt was likely, he 

tried to plan against an Egyptian attack or invasion by 

strengthening his borders, whilst at the same time preparing 

to attack Egypt.

24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that 
which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, 
and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a 
time.

Daniel 11: 24

Ptolemy VI Philometer



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great 
army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty 
army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him. 

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: 
and many shall fall down slain.

Daniel 11: 25 –26

• Eventually, Antiochus marched against Egypt with a large 

army capturing Ptolemy VI Philometor; whom he then let stay 

on the throne as a ‘vassal king’, firstly, so as not to alarm 

Rome who had a watchful eye on proceedings, but also 

because Philometor was actually Antiochus’ cousin



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great 
army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty 
army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him. 

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: 
and many shall fall down slain.

Daniel 11: 25 –26

• One of the reasons the Ptolemy VI ‘did not stand’ was 

because Antiochus had bribed some of Ptolemy’s key men to 

turn against him and support Antiochus’ cause instead. 

• Thus those who had ‘eaten meat’ with Ptolemy were the ones 

responsible for ‘destroying him’ and defeating his army.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

27 And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but 
it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.

Daniel 11: 27

• Although Antiochus had allowed Ptolemy VI Philometor to 

continue as king in Egypt, those in Alexandria chose 

Philometor’s younger brother to be king. 

• Knowing that Philometor’s own people had rejected him, 

Antiochus seized this as an opportunity to befriend his cousin 

for his own ends. 



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

27 And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but 
it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.

Daniel 11: 27

• Philometor was quite happy to play along with this psudo-

friendship whilst at the same time plotting how he could throw 

off the yoke of Antiochus.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

28 Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy 
covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.

Daniel 11: 27

• Antiochus then returned to Syria far richer than when he had 

left. 

• However, on the way he went via Israel, for a false report of 

Antiochus’ death had been met with celebrations in Israel; 
– something that was worthy of punishment in Antiochus’ eyes.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

Daniel 11: 27

• A short time later, Antiochus once again invaded Egypt, but it 

was not nearly so successful a campaign as his first attempt 

at Pelusium or his second invasion that led to his conquering 

all of Egypt (except Alexandra), when he made Ptolemy VI 

Philometor his vassal (latter).

29 At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the 
former, or as the latter.  

30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, 
and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have 
intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• Whilst this was taking place, Antiochus’ fleet had captured 

Cyprus, but this had awakened the concerns or Rome. 

• Shortly after, Antiochus was met near Alexandra, in Egypt, by 

the Roman Consul, Gaius Popillius Laenas, who told him that 

he must immediately withdraw from both Cyprus and Egypt. 

• Antiochus replied that he would like time to think. 

• Gaius consented to his wish by drawing a circle around him 

and telling him that he could take as long as he wanted to 

reach a decision, but that he must have decided by the time 

he left the circle! In other words, Antiochus either had to 

withdraw, or he would be at war with Rome.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• Having been publicly humiliated, Antiochus wanted to vent his 

anger and frustration, and what better place to do it than upon 

the people he already despised – the Jews.

• On top of this he had been sent word that Jason, the ex-High 

Priest whom he had deceived, had gathered an army and 

marched against Jerusalem to depose Menelaus the 

Benjaminite. 

• The fact that Menelaus, the then High Priest, was a 

Benjaminite was a direct violation of the holy covenant that 

God had given to Moses, where the Levites were the only 

tribe permitted to be priests in Israel.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall 
take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.   And 
such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do 
know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

Daniel 11: 31

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• In his rage, Antiochus took Jerusalem by storm killing 40,000 

Jews and selling many others into slavery. 

• In addition to this he “boiled swine’s flesh and sprinkled the 

broth in the Temple and on the alter; broke into the holy of 

holies; took away the golden vessels and other sacred 

treasures



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall 
take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.   And 
such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do 
know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

Daniel 11: 31

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• He restored Menelaus to office; and made Philip, a Phrygian, 

governor of Judea. (1 Macc. 1:24; 2 Macc 5:21). 

• He also prohibited Jewish worship and consecrated the 

Jewish Temple to Jupiter Olympius
– placing a statue of Jupiter in the holy of holies



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall 
take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.   And 
such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do 
know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

Daniel 11: 31

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• After taking away the Jewish sacrifices in the Jewish Temple, 

Antiochus offered a swine upon the alter and made the 

Temple desolate of divine worship



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people 
that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

33 And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the 
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to 
them with flatteries.

Daniel 11: 33-34

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• Many Hellenistic Jews were seduced by Antiochus and even 

went as far as worshipping the image he has set up. 

• This atrocity led to the Maccabean revolt, which lasted for 

almost three and a half years. See notes on Daniel 8:14.



Ptolemies vs. Seleucids
(Daniel 11:2-35)

35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them 
white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.

Daniel 11: 35

King of the South King of the North

Ptolemy V Epiphanes Seleucus IV Philopator

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Ptolemy VI Philometer

• Up until this verse we have been reviewing fulfilled prophecy 
- and let us not lose sight of the fact that Daniel recorded this hundreds of 

years before it happened!

• …however, in this verse we get our first hint at a double 

fulfilment.



The Law of Double Reference

“This law observes the fact that often a passage 

or a block of Scripture is speaking of two different 

persons or two different events that are separated 

by a long period of time.”



The Model & The Fulfilment
• In the following verses we will now begin to see the one of 

whom Antiochus IV Epiphanes is a type; a.k.a. Antichrist. 

• Whilst some of the following details are applicable to 

Antiochus, the scope of the following prophecies goes far 

beyond anything that has happened thus far in history, and 

therefore the following verses are awaiting fulfilment during 

Daniel’s 70th week.

• J Vernon McGee says the following: “At this point history ends 

and prophecy begins. The text passes from a vile person to a 

vicious character, moving over a bridge of unmeasured time. 

Antiochus Epiphanes was certainly a contemptible person, 

but he could not measure up to the king described in verses 

36–39”.



Daniel 11:36

36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall 
exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and 
shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, 
and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for 
that that is determined shall be done.

• cf Rev 13  / Daniel 7:8, 24-25



The Coming One World Religion

• It is from this verse that Antichrist gets the title ‘The Wilful

King’. 

• We see in Revelation 13, Antichrist has a mouth ‘full of 

blasphemes’, and he will exalt himself above all ‘gods’. 

• This includes the God of the Christians and Jews, as well as 

Allah, Buddha, ‘mother-earth’ etc. 

• In order for Antichrist to get away with this all the world’s 

religions will need to be molded into one prior to this time. 

• Right before out eyes we are witnessing the beginning of this 

process as the Roman Catholic Church is joining hands with 

the Mormons, Muslims, Buddhists etc. and amazingly, 

protestants and evangelical churches are joining in too! 

• The desire for unity is far outweighing the concern for Biblical 

truth.



Daniel 11:37

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the 
desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify 
himself above all.

• We are told that he will not regard the desire of 

women, 
– i.e. he will not regard that which women desire. 

– Question: what was it that, in Daniel’s day, women 

desired? 

– Answer: to be the one who gave birth to the Messiah. 

• Right from Genesis 3 it had been prophesied that 

the Saviour would be the Seed of the Women this 

was the highest honour & greatest desire



Daniel 11:38

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a 
god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, 
and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.

• The ‘god of forces’ can also be translated ‘god of 

fortresses’, with the implication being ‘the one who 

is holding the fort’ or ‘kingdom’. 

• Paul tells is in 2 Corinthians 4:4, that the ‘god’ who 

is holding the fort of this earth, for now at least, is 

Satan.



Daniel 11:39

39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange 
god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: 
and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall 
divide the land for gain.

• Satan will establish his man as the ruler over the 

nations of this world; and in return Antichrist will 

cause all people to acknowledge and worship ‘the 

dragon who gave power to the beast’ (Rev 13:4). 

• Antichrist’s kingdom will be divided into ten regions, 

over which ten kings will reign; 
– There will also be a dividing up of the land of Israel for 

financial reward:



Daniel 11:40-42

40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south 
push at him: and the king of the north shall come against 
him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall overflow and pass over.

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many 
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out 
of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the 
children of Ammon.

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: 
and the land of Egypt shall not escape.



Daniel 11:43-44

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and 
of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and 
the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall 
trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to 
destroy, and utterly to make away many.

• On this side of the prophetic divide we can only 

speculate at these references to the king of the 

south and king of the north (verse 40). 



• What is clear from this verse is that we are not 

talking about the Seleucid and Ptolemaic dynasties, 

for earlier in this chapter the Seleucid empire was 

referred to as the king of the north; and yet now, 

Antichrist, who has picked up the mantle of 

Antiochus Epiphanes is being attacked from a king 

from presumably further north of Israel than Syria 

is.



• Scholars propose that the king of the south may be 

a united Africa with the king of the north being the 

Russians. 

• Whoever they prove to be, they will march against 

Antichrist, passing through and trampling over the 

land of Israel (much like the earlier conflicts had 

done). 

• We also find the ‘tidings from the east’ will trouble 

Antichrist (verse 44); east of Israel is Asia, 
– including China.



• So in this scenario we have the north (Russia?), 

the south (Egyptian led Africa?) and the east 

(China etc.?), and yet we find that Antichrist will 

subdue all of them. 

• What makes this particularly interesting is that, in 

Daniel 7:24, we were told that Antichrist will subdue 

three of the ten kings. Could these be the three that 

will be subdued?   …and their marching against 

Antichrist be the reason he needs to subdue them 

in the first place?



• It is also interesting to note that modern day Jordan 

(Edom, Moab & Ammon) will escape out of 

Antichrist’s hands. 

• In Revelation 12 we find that it will be during this 

time that Israel will flee to the wilderness 
– which many commentators believe will be Petra, in 

Jordan.







Daniel 11:45

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between 
the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come 
to his end, and none shall help him.

• Antichrist will set up camp in Israel, between the 

Dead Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, 

• Yet he will be defeated at the appointed time, 

• …and no one will help him. 
– cf. 2 Thes 2:8 / Dan 7:26 / Dan 8:25 /



…a verse by verse study

To be continued…
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