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The Gospel of Luke

Verses 18-22

The most important guestion in the world!



And It came to pass, as he was alone praying, his
disciples were with him: and he asked them, saying,

Whom say the people that | am?

Luke 9:18




They answering said, John the Baptist, but some say,

Elias; and others say, that one of the old prophets is
risen again.

He said unto them, But whom say ye that | am?

Peter answering said, The Christ of God.
Luke 9:19-20

* This Is the most important question ever asked to
mankind

« Everything else in time and space hinges on your
personal answer to this question



The Most Important Question — Ever!

« C.S. Lewis famously said:

« "l am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really
foolish thing that people often say about Him: I'm ready
to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but | don’t
accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must
not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort
of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.
He would either be a lunatic—on the level with the man
who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the
Devil of Hell. You must make your choice."



The Most Important Question — Ever!

C.S. Lewis famously said:

"Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a
madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a
fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you
can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us
not come with any patronising nonsense about his being
a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.
He did not intend to. . . . Now it seems to me obvious that
He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently,
however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, |
have to accept the view that He was and is God".

— (Mere Christianity, 55-56)



Do You Know HIm?

* Three years before, Jesus had said — “Follow Me,” and
Peter had followed easily, the fascination of Jesus was
upon him, he did not need the Holy Spirit to help him to
do it. Then he came to the place where he denied Jesus,
and his heart broke. Then he received the Holy Spirit,
and now Jesus says again — “Follow Me.” There is no
figure in front now saving the Lord Jesus Christ. The first
“Follow Me” had nothing mystical in it, it was an external
following; now it is a following in internal martyrdom (cf.
John 21:18).



Do You Know HIm?

Between these times Peter had denied Jesus with oaths
and curses, he had come to the end of himself and all his
self-sufficiency; there was not one strand of himself he
would ever rely upon again, and in his destitution he was
In a fit condition to receive an impartation from the risen
Lord. “He breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” No matter what changes
God has wrought in you, never rely upon them, build only
on a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ, and on the Spirit He
gives.



Do You Know HIm?

All our vows and resolutions end in denial because we
have no power to carry them out. When we have come to
the end of ourselves, not in imagination but really, we are
able to receive the Holy Spirit. “Receive ye the Holy
Ghost” — the idea is that of invasion. There is only one
lodestar in the life now, the Lord Jesus Christ.".

» Oswald Chambers, My Utmost For His Highest



Do You Want To Know HIm?

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me,
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him,

and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him. John 14:23

« Can you truly say that your life is hid with Christ in God?

— Colossians 3:3

* Are you in Christ and is Christ in you?
— Romans 8:1 / Colossians 1:27

* Is the life you are now living lived by faith in HIm?
— Galatians 2:20



To whom do you yield?

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,

acceptable unto God, which Is your reasonable service.
Romans 12:1

“Have you noticed that this verse does not tell us to
whom we should give our bodies? It is not the Lord Jesus
Who asks for it. He has His own body . It is not the Father
Who asks for it. He remains upon His throne. Another
has come to earth without a body. God could have made
a body for Him as He did for Jesus, but He did not do so.
God gives you the privilege and indescribable honour of
presenting your bodies to the Holy Spirit to be His
dwelling place on earth”. Dr James M Grey




To whom do you yield?

.to whom ye vield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto

death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

Romans 6:16

* There is no middle ground



And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to
tell no man that thing;
Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and

be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be slain, andbe raised the third day. Luke 9:21-22

« Why did Jesus not want the disciples to publicise who
He was?
« The answer will be seen in Luke ch 19
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The Gospel of Luke

Verses 23-27

The most important decision In the world!



And he said to them all, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,

and follow me. Luke 9:23

» “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself...” (Luke 9:23). In other words, “To be My
disciple, let him give up his right to himself to Me.” Our
Lord is not talking about our eternal position, but about
our being of value to Him in this life here and now”.

— Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest



And he said to them all, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,

and follow me. Luke 9:23

“The Lord does not give me rules, but He makes His
standard very clear. If my relationship to Him is that of

love, | will do what He says without hesitation.
hesitate, it is because | love someone | have p
competition with Him, namely, myself. Jesus C

fl
aced In

nrist will

not force me to obey Him, but | must. And as soon as |

obey Him, | fulfill my spiritual destiny’.

— Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest



And he said to them all, If any man will come after

me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me. Luke 9:23

* “He that takes up his cross has but the lighter end of it!
Christ bears the greater burden for us”.

« “Christ’s cross is such a burden as sails are to a ship or
wings to a bird”.

* “Neither need we fear crosses, or sigh, or be sad for
anything that is on this side of heaven, If we have
Christ’.

— Samuel Rutherford



And he said to them all, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,

and follow me. Luke 9:23

* Wherever we carry our cross, Jesus is right in front of
us!

* One of the reasons to carry our cross is to be close to
our Saviour



For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but

whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall
save It. Luke 9:24

* The greatest decision we each get to make is how we
will life this life...

* For ourselves and our pleasure...
— In which case we will lose it

 ...or for Christ and His glory

— In which case we will find it!

« “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with him in glory”. Col 3:4



For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole

world, and lose himself, or be cast away?

Luke 9:25

“My days are in the yellow leaf;

The flowers and fruits of love are gone,
The worm, the canker, and the grief

Are mine alone!”

Lord Byron



For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my
words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he

shall come In his own glory, and in his Father's, and of
the holy angels.

Luke 9:26

* “I'm not ashamed of the gospel...”. Romans 1:16

 If you speak up for Christ now, He'll speak up for you
when you need it most!



But | tell you of a truth, there be some standing here,
which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom

of God. Luke 9:27

* “He promised that some would not die until they saw the
glory Yeshua will have at the second coming and in the
messianic Kingdom. This promise was fulfilled in the
next event, the transfiguration”. — Arnold Fruchtenbaum



The Gospel of Luke

Verses 28-36

The most important choice In the world!



And It came to pass about an eight days after these

sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up
mto a mountam to pray... Luke 9:28

 They had been at Caesarea Philippi in Northern Israel

* The closest ‘high mountain’ (Matt 17:1) is Mt Hermon
— Mt Hermon is the highest mountain in Israel (2,814m)

 Most scholars assume this Is the Mountain referred to



S
e “imy ,,‘ Le
T . AutUmn/Win
- |

1

:
(‘




M Flerrmon
2,.814m




VIRINIEI9E@

817/m

-~ (Snowdon in Wales Is 1,085)

o ”{1 . *W—b-—% o
s o - e » ..._w.. . -

and L P .
4 i 225y y '._»- - g

B i b8 OT e —_—— A
il . ~ g




Tyre

50 Caesarea PhilippiQ

}

6= "3 905

Nahariyya i
& al I

Safe

Acre 2

Karr :'(

d

=

Haifa 2] Tiberias: @
g

&

Hadera

Netanya
2

Nablus

Mt:-Hermon N7

And after six days

Jesus taketh with him Peter,

and Jawes, and Johu, and [eadeth them up mto an
()ig{} wountain apart {73) themselves: and ()e was

transfigured before them.

% 44 hr

D | & 212 km Lnia
; 6 N[
Tel Aviv-Yafo Zarqa L
() ‘ $—L4s Sal O
] N,
Rishon 5 é 3
LeTsiyon < - Amqan [35]
@ ~E —0of [¢ 4 ULQ.C 7 4
@ Ramall ‘(‘_, e
T . Jerichc Q | 40
Ashdod &) (50) QT‘_ ‘@5 o
‘?;;:‘.GB Mount Nebo

. ..\ Jerusalem
Cj Bet SheNesh :

Ashkelon

3

Mark 9:2




/ > "
S Ve Phili
v Gatial aesarea Philippi
s <.< v v Capar Ganaeol, Daphine
y acsaria
N\ Ladderof Tyre <" (Paneas)
K . Trachonitis
?" Ecdippa « *Gischala P
Q~ {Achzib) Thella « ¥ Batanea
o Nttt Jamneith, \\\5
Y eroth, Sepphs ) v v ’
Q/‘ Ptolemals, B Ao 2\0\ S TETRARCHY
Bersabe® K v
Saab,
’\ Ghabulons Selams gane 0 P
. . i 'sggnm Gennesa ~ alda Julias
\ Sycaminum Jotapaita $Cana Tammm P H 1 L 1 P
Q = Rumah® — “Bethmaus, < Gamala
: > Besara Garis 3L
Q/ Bucolon Polis, . © "Gakasr LS i A'":H" ppos (Susithal)
5 : P
%\ Stmomas *Japha °* ool | ! S
Ser abris. f‘“\'a A s
@ *Dabaritta ; Abila uranitis
Dora (Dar), GA UL EE M, « itabyritm,
Crocodilon Pofis ) :/'; _ Nain, (e ;/}Q/ *Gadara
ot 7 ‘,?‘/ «Capitolias
& » Arbela
2 Narbata
4
&
N o [
& Gitta «Ginae
! Sal J.$
¢\ Ae )n‘(e" DECAPOLIS
JYishub ¢
o) Bemesilis
S
g
8 «Capharsaba SA MA RIA A s
APy +Sebasta 45D, ( '::c. Gomsa, 0
vAntipatns Neapolis. .Sy chiaf_~ - O m
J Capparstagas Rhgraton® M e 567} T/mthana vl Ty o
oppas sTower of Aphek 7
Adida, ik «Amis i1 'Mahhay)m _{p
«Rathamin
Jamnia Lyddas Modein. Thamna* Tephon, Accrabbsin J/ T %
it e ton *Shiloh Lnreae ;
* Jamnia s Adasa’ sBethel ‘Epf .m Afeixand, X sbaledtiphis
. *Gazara % Berea e ... ‘ SEX *Gadara Qs (Rabbah)
« Kedon «Cariathiareim » Michmas ~
JGabaon
« Accaron _ “Capharsala) a
JUDEA Gabath Sauls
= A
LAzZotus JAmasa
Jerusalem. . s
M TR +Bethlehem
AD ()l Gl e o {8t
T H R «Bethictepha JHyrcanig”
Beth Zechariah « Etant "Merodiom » O M t N e bo
: : N ~ =
Bethzaith, s»Thecoa Ay oY
Betogabri, *Caphalabis \}V ‘i:: i «Maghaaars
Gemmaninis* Bethsura®  Alulos x\ $ \!\% Callirrhos
Capharntobis * *Termbinthus l‘\\ }_\ y {2\ A :
+ Adora HieBean Q';‘? b% tf?
S 4
«Caparmrea 2 ;‘Q A el Q)‘
Anstobc_‘bas' _\Q,A k) ».'r |
I « i Y g ¢ I B | ~ 5|
1S . FEINA 6) : >4 |
4 ! / | B ). J IS 3
a £

Bersabe

(Boer

ba}

«Malatha




Aricl trigy daoariged irlgrice, crle passed
inrougn Galilee... And he came to
Capernaum (Mlziric 9:80,99)

\D

« To pass ‘through Galilee” and arrive at Capernaum you
would have to be traveling South to North!

« Mt Nebo is interesting for three reasons:

tis close to Jerusalem — 40km (visible on a clear day)
t Is from whence Elijah was ‘raptured’

t Is from whence Moses’ body ‘disappeared’!

 Now, at the Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah appear
with Jesus, discussing the events about to take place in
Jerusalem!




And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was
altered, and his raiment was white and glistering.
And, behold, there talked with him two men, which

were Moses and Elias:
Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which
he should accomplish at Jerusalem. | uke 9:29-31




But Peter and they that were with him were heavy
with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his
glory, and the two men that stood with him.

And It came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter
sald unto Jesus, Master, it Is good for us to be here: and
let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for

Moses, and one for Eliasnot knowing what he said>
Luke 9:32-33

* * ‘Not understanding what must be done’




Why Tabernacles?

“From a Jewish perspective the response was proper,
although his timing was wrong because of what he did
not yet understand - that the Passover must be
fulfilled before the Feast of Tabernacles is fulfilled.”

“Peter clearly understood who Yeshua was: The
Messiah...”

“Peter would also know from passages like Zech
14:16-21 that the Messianic Kingdom is the fulfilment
of the Feast of Tabernacles...”

“Peter assumed that the kingdom was about to be set
up, and he wanted to build three tabernacles in honour
of that fact.”

- Arnold Fruchtenbaum “Yeshua: The Life of Messiah”




Two Withesses?

Why Moses & Elijah?
God'’s appointed withesses?

They represent...
— The Law (Moses)
— The Prophets (Elijah)
* Ref Luke 16
Do we see them again in Revelation 11?
— ...and at the tomb? (Luke 24:4)
— ...and at the Ascension? (Acts 1:10)



Two Withesses

And | will give power unto my two witnesses, and
they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and
threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks
standing before the God of the earth.

And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of
their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and If any
man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.

Revelation 11:3-6




Two Withesses

These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in
the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters

to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all

plagues, as often as they will.
Revelation 11:3-6

* The miracles are specifically those done by
Moses & Elijah

* It is prophesied that Moses and Elijah would
both return before the Great Tribulation (Day
of the Lord)



While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and

OVErs
Into t

nadowed them: and they feared as they entered
ne cloud.

ANe
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there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This
beloved Son: hear him.

And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone.

And they kept it close, and told no man in those days
any of those things which they had seen.

Luke 9:34-36
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Oswald Chambers,

The Psychology of Redemption



Oswald Chambers

 We have no corresponding experience to the events
in Our Lord’s life after the Transfiguration. From then
onwards Our Lord’s life was altogether vicarious. Up
to the time of the Transfiguration He had exhibited the
normal perfect life of a man; from the Transfiguration
onwards—Gethsemane, the Cross, the
Resurrection—everything is unfamiliar to us. His
Cross is the door by which every member of the
human race can enter into the life of God; by His
Resurrection He has the right to give eternal life to
any man, and by His Ascension Our Lord enters
heaven and keeps the door open for humanity.



Oswald Chambers

* On the Mount of Ascension the Transfiguration Is
completed. If Jesus had gone to heaven from the
Mount of Transfiguration, He would have gone alone;
He would have been nothing more to us than a glorious
Figure. But He turned His back on the glory, and came
down from the Mount to identify Himself with fallen
humanity.



The Gospel of Luke
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