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Historicity of Luke’s Accounts
• “Luke is a historian of the first rank; not 

merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, 

this author should be placed along with the 

very greatest of historians”      Sir William Ramsey

• “Luke’s history is unsurpassed in respect of 

its trustworthiness”                  Sir William Ramsey

• “Luke’s reliability as an historian is 

unquestionable”                       Josh McDowell



Historicity of Luke’s Accounts

• Luke uses more medical terms than 

Hypocrates
– considered the father of medicine 

• Luke shows himself as an historian in his 

method 

• “The most beautiful book that exists” 

– French critic & sceptic,  Renan



Eyewitnesses & Ministers

Eyewitnesses

• Gr: autoptes (ow-top'-tai); 
– “one who has seen with their own eyes”

Ministers

• Gr: huperetes (hoop-ay-ret'-ace); 
– “Under-oarsman”, when used in a medical sense it 

means “an Intern”, “student”

• The accounts Luke refers to were written by ones 

who had seen these events with their own eyes, 

and had themselves been students of Jesus! 



Eyewitnesses & Ministers

• Luke’s sources
– Mary

– Apostles
• Matthew & Mark (Gospels already written by this time)

• Acts 21 Luke met Philip

• Luke 8:3 Luke met Joanna, wife of Chuza
– steward of Herod, and an eyewitness of many of the 

events subsequently recorded 

• Luke would also have had access to John

• Luke travelled with Paul
– Paul would himself have been an eyewitness of many 

events & may have been at Jesus’ trial



The Miracles of Jesus
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The Gospel of Luke

Verses 37-42



37 And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they 
were come down from the hill, much people met him.   
38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, 
Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine 
only child.   
39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth
out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and 
bruising him hardly departeth from him.   
40And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they 
could not. Luke 9:37-40



41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer 
you? Bring thy son hither.   
42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him 
down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean 
spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to 
his father.  Luke 9:41-42



Mark: Chapter 9

20 And they brought him unto him: and when he 
saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he 
fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.

21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since 
this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.

Mark 9:20-21



Mark: Chapter 9

22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and 
into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst 
do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth.

24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, 
and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief.

Mark 9:22-24



James’ admonition

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he 
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed.   For let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

James 1:6



Hebrews assertion:

6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.

Hebrews 11:6



The Gospel of Luke

Verses 43-45



43 And they were all amazed at the mighty power of 
God. But while they wondered every one at all things 
which Jesus did, he said unto his disciples,   
44 Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the 
Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men.   
45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid 
from them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to 
ask him of that saying.  Luke 9:43-45



The Gospel of Luke

Verses 46-50



46 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of 
them should be greatest.   
47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took 
a child, and set him by him,   
48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this 
child in my name receiveth me: and whosoever shall 
receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he that is 
least among you all, the same shall be great.  

Luke 9:46-48



49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw one 
casting out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, 
because he followeth not with us.   
50 And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is 
not against us is for us. Luke 9:49-50



The Gospel of Luke

Verses 51-56



51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that he 
should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem,   
52 And sent messengers before his face: and they went, 
and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for him.   
53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as 
though he would go to Jerusalem. 

Luke 9:51-53



54And when his disciples James and John saw this, they 
said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come 
down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias 
did?   
55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are of.   
56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, 
but to save them. And they went to another village.  

Luke 9:54-56



The Gospel of Luke

Verses 57-62



57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a 
certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest.   
58And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head.   

Luke 9:57-58



59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, 
Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.    
60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but 
go thou and preach the kingdom of God.   
61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let 
me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my 
house.   
62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God.

Luke 9:59-62
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To be continued…
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