
The Gospel of 

Luke

The Gospel of Luke
a verse-by-verse study

Session 35



The Gospel of 

Luke

The Gospel of Luke
a verse-by-verse study

CHAPTER 22



1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is 
called the Passover.   

Luke 22:1



No Contradiction

• John, Luke & Mark all refer to the feast 

(festival) of unleavened bread 

(beginning on the 15th) as the Passover
- Mark 14:1

- Luke 22:1

- John 13:1



Feasts & Festivals

• The first day of unleavened bread - 14th

• The feast of Passover - 14th

• The feast of Unleavened Bread - 15th

• The feast of unleavened bread 

 - Festival period – counted from the 15th

• The Passover

 - Festival period – typically counted from the 15th



A Clue?

John 13:1-2

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart 
out of this world unto the Father, having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end. 
2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 



“In the same way that the Feast of Weeks 
came to be commonly designated 
Pentecost, the feast of Unleavened Bread 
was popularly called the Passover. That 
title was common to the supper and the 
feast, and included both; but the intelligent 
Jew would never confound the two; and if 
he spoke emphatically of the feast of the 
Passover, he would thereby mark the 
festival to the exclusion of the supper.”

    Sir Robert Anderson – The Coming Prince



Deuteronomy 16:16

The Feast Unleavened Bread  

16 Three times in a year shall all thy males appear 
before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall 
choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the 
feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and 
they shall not appear before the LORD empty:



18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 
month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until 
the one and twentieth day of the month at even.
19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your 
houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, 
even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation 
of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land.
20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your 
habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.

Exodus 12:18-20

7 days of unleavened bread  
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7 days of unleavened bread



1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is 
called the Passover.   
2 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they 
might kill him; for they feared the people.  
3 Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, 
being of the number of the twelve.   
4 And he went his way, and communed with the chief 
priests and captains, how he might betray him unto 
them.   Luke 22:1-4





5 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him 
money.   
6 And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray 
him unto them in the absence of the multitude.  

Luke 22:5-6



7 Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the 
passover must be killed.   
8  And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us 
the passover, that we may eat.   

Luke 22:7-8



9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we 
prepare?   
10 And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered 
into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a 
pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he 
entereth in.   
11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The 
Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my disciples?   
12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: 
there make ready.   Luke 22:9-12



13 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: 
and they made ready the passover.   
14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the 
twelve apostles with him.   
15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to 
eat this passover with you before I suffer:   
16 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 

Luke 22:13-16



17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take 
this, and divide it among yourselves:   
18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the 
vine, until the kingdom of God shall come.  
19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and 
gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given 
for you: this do in remembrance of me.   
20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is 
the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.  

Luke 22:17-20



21 But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with 
me on the table.   
22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: 
but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed!   
23 And they began to enquire among themselves, which 
of them it was that should do this thing. 

Luke 22:21-23



24 And there was also a strife among them, which of 
them should be accounted the greatest.   
25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise 
authority upon them are called benefactors.   
26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among 
you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he 
that doth serve.   
27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he 
that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am 
among you as he that serveth. Luke 22:24-27



28 Ye are they which have continued with me in my 
temptations.   
29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father 
hath appointed unto me;   
30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.  Luke 22:28-30



31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:   
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 
33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with 
thee, both into prison, and to death.   
34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow 
this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou 
knowest me.   Luke 22:31-34



35 And he said unto them, When I sent you without 
purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And 
they said, Nothing.   
36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a 
purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that 
hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.   
37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet 
be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the 
transgressors: for the things concerning me have an 
end.   
38 And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And 
he said unto them, It is enough.  Luke 22:35-38



39 And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the 
mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him. 
40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, 
Pray that ye enter not into temptation. 
41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's 
cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,   
42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 
43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 
strengthening him.   Luke 22:38-43



44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: 
and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground.   

Luke 22:44



Dr Luke’s Diagnosis

• Great drops of blood

• Hema-ti-drosis

• Extreme anguish and mental pressure

• Not because of the cross

• But because of the cup of God’s wrath

• 3x ‘if there is any other way…’

• Separation from His Father 

• “My God, my God, why have You 

forsaken me” – Matt 27:46



45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to 
his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow,   
46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation.  
47 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he 
that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before 
them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.   
48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son 
of man with a kiss?   

Luke 22:45-48



49 When they which were about him saw what would 
follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the 
sword?  
50 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, 
and cut off his right ear.   
51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And 
he touched his ear, and healed him.   

Luke 22:49-51



• “Nobody knows who the four evangelists 

were, but they almost certainly never met 

Jesus personally. Much of what they 

wrote was in no sense an honest attempt 

at history. . . . The gospels are ancient 

fiction.” 

                    – Richard Dawkins, “The God Delusion”



If Dawkins is correct, one 

might imagine the following 

conversation . . .



Luke: Let’s have another round of drinks. 

I’ve an idea I want to run past you.

John: Sure. What’s on your mind?

Luke: You probably heard about the 

Nazarene named Jesus who was crucified 

yesterday. I think he could be the perfect 

candidate for our fake Messiah project.

Mark: One tiny problem: he’s dead!



Luke: Yes, but that means we’ll control the 

narrative. We’ll be in charge of his 

reputation.

Matthew: Who would follow a dead 

Messiah?

Luke: Nobody, so we’ll begin with a 

resurrection myth. We’ll hire some thugs to 

fight off the soldiers guarding his tomb so 

we can get rid of the corpse.



John: But a missing corpse isn’t the same 

as a resurrection.

Luke: You’re right, so we’ll have to 

persuade Jesus’s friends to spend the next 

30 years telling everyone he’s risen from 

the dead, even if sticking to that story 

means they’ll be imprisoned or killed.

Mark: Okay, then what?



Luke: Well, to make a conspiracy credible 

you need precise details. So we’ll invent 

stories where Jesus interacts with people in 

specific locations.

Matthew: Won’t people just disprove the 

stories by visiting those places and asking 

around?



Luke: There’s no need to worry about that. 

We could invent a story about a synagogue 

ruler’s terminally ill daughter being healed, 

give the synagogue ruler a name, set it all 

in a particular place, and still no one—

absolutely no one, not even the people 

living in that place—would trouble to fact-

check. Everyone would simply swallow the 

story whole!



Mark: It sounds like we’re on safe ground 

there. But if we want people to follow 

Jesus, he’ll need a message. People have 

been waiting for the Messiah for centuries. 

He’s got to be worth listening to when he 

finally appears.

John: Good point. I’ll cook up some deep 

quotes.



Luke: Thanks, John. Mark’s right: you’ll 

need to put profound wisdom on Jesus’s 

lips that theological scholars can happily 

study for their entire careers.

John: Not a problem.



Luke: Guys, it will take us a while to put 

these documents together. We need to get 

communities of people worshiping Jesus in 

the meantime so that when our books come 

out they’ll get a good reception.

Mark: There’s a guy I know called Saul, he 

could help with that.



Luke: Saul the Pharisee? I can’t imagine 

him getting involved with this kind of thing.

Mark: Trust me, he’s our man. I see him 

leaving behind everything he’s been trained 

to do and planting congregations of Jesus 

worshipers throughout the Roman Empire, 

whatever it costs him personally—beatings, 

shipwrecks, and the like.



Matthew: Awesome. But Luke, can you just 

remind me, what’s the point of all this? I 

mean, what exactly do we get out of this?

Luke: Come on, Matt, it will be so much 

fun. We’ll watch people being brutally 

martyred, and we’ll know they’ve been 

deceived by our dishonest fiction! What’s 

not to like about that?



John: I agree with Luke. This is definitely 

worth years of effort on our part. Count me 

in.

Mark: Me too.

Matthew: I’ll do it if my name comes first in 

all the promotional material.

Luke: Deal. Let’s get to work.



52 Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of 
the temple, and the elders, which were come to him, Be 
ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?   
53 When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched 
forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, and the 
power of darkness.  
54 Then took they him, and led him, and brought him 
into the high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.

Luke 22:52-54



55 And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the 
hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among 
them.  
56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, 
and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was 
also with him.   
57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 
58 And after a little while another saw him, and said, 
Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.   

Luke 22:55-58



59 And about the space of one hour after another 
confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also 
was with him: for he is a Galilaean.   
60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. 
And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 
61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said 
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice.   
62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.  

Luke 22:59-62



63 And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote 
him.   
64 And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him 
on the face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it 
that smote thee?   
65 And many other things blasphemously spake they 
against him.  

Luke 22:63-65



Kangaroo Court
A kangaroo court  refers to a sham legal proceeding or 

court  that deny due process rights in the name of 

expediency. Such rights include the right to summon 

witnesses, the right of cross-examination, the right not to 

incriminate oneself, the right not to be tried on secret 

evidence, the right to control one's own defense, the right 

to exclude evidence that is improperly obtained, irrelevant 

or inherently inadmissible, e.g., hearsay, the right to 

exclude judges or jurors on the grounds of partiality or 

conflict of interest, and the right of appeal. The outcome of 

a trial by "kangaroo court" is essentially determined in 

advance, usually for the purpose of providing a conviction, 

either by going through the motions of manipulated 

procedure or by allowing no defense at all.



Kangaroo Court

59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the 
council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put 
him to death;
60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses 
came, yet found they none.

Matt 26:59-60



Kangaroo Court

• Jesus endured 3 Jewish / 3 Roman trials

• It was illegal to carry weapons on feast a day

• It was illegal to bind the accused before 

condemnation

• It was illegal for the judges to participate in 

the arrest of the accused 

• No trial could be conducted at night

• Verdict (other than acquittal) could not be 

pronounced the same day

• High Priest not allowed to rend his robes







66 And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people 
and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and 
led him into their council, saying,    
67 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If 
I tell you, ye will not believe:   
68 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let 
me go.   

Luke 22:66-68



69 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of 
the power of God.   
70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And 
he said unto them, Ye say that I am.   
71 And they said, What need we any further witness? 
for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.

Luke 22:69-71
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