
Chapter 38 (-39)
The Magog Invasion



Outline of Ezekiel
1–3  The Call of the Prophet 
4–24   God’s Judgment on Judah & Jerusalem 

Given before the siege of Jerusalem 
25–32  God’s Judgment on the Surrounding Nations 

Given during the siege
33–48  The Restoration of the Jews 

Given after the siege
  33–36   The physical preparation of the Land

   37   The valley of dry bones – Israel’s return
 

  40–48   The Millennial Temple & Kingdom

There is an event that occurs after the restoration 
but before the Millennium:
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There is an event that occurs after the restoration 
but before the Millennium:



Outline of Ezekiel
• Ezekiel is remarkably chronological
• The structural sequence from 
• Ch. 35 (judgment on Edom/surrounding threats), 
• Ch. 36 (land restored), 
• Ch. 37 (dry bones reassembled/national rebirth), to 
• Ch. 38–39 (Gog/Magog invasion) forms an 

intentional, chronological runway leading into 
• Ch. 40–48 the Millennium reign



The Magog Invasion
• What is it? 
• The occasion in which God Himself intervenes to 

quell the ill-fated invasion of Israel by ‘Magog’ and 
its allies

• Persia, Cush, Phut, Libya, Gomer, Togarmah, 
Meshech, Tubal

• The passage appears to anticipate the use of 
nuclear weapons.

• Biblical scholars believe this event is on our 
imminent horizon!

• This may be one of the greatest witnesses to the 
accuracy of prophecy, authority of scripture and 
existence of God! 



Chapter 38
The Magog Invasion



1 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,   
2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of 

Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him,   

Ezekiel 38:1-2

• To whom does this refer? 
• Why doesn’t the Bible use the names we are 

familiar with? 



Ancient Names: Same Places
• Petrograd

– St. Petersburg > Leningrad > St. Petersburg
• Byzantium

– Constantinople > Istanbul
• Persia?

– Elam Isa. 11:11; 21:2; 22:6  > Iran
• Sheba/Dedan

– Modern day Saudi Arabia 
• Cush

– Ethiopia  
• But we don’t change the names of our ancestors



Noah

Shem
Elam 

Asshur

Arphaxad

Lud

Aram

Ham
Cush

Mizraim

Put
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Gomer

Magog
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Javan
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Tiras

Gen. 10:2; 
1 Chr 1:5 

After the flood…



The Sons of Japeth

Gomer

Magog

Madai

Javan

Tubal

Meshech

Tiras

Germanic, Northern Turkey, 

Russia

Northwestern Iran

Greece and the Greek Aegean 
Islands / Western Coast of Turkey

Turkey, Russian/Siberian region

Southern Russia, ‘Moscow’

Bulgaria 



Magog

Israel

Sheba

Dedan

Persia

Gomer

Tubal

Libya

Cush

Phut

Meshech

Togarmah
Javan

Madai



The Magog Identity

• Hesiod, Greek Didactic Poet, 8th century BC
– Magogians = Scythians

• Herodotus, “Father of History,”5th century BC
– Scythians (10th - 3rd century BC)

• Josephus, Antiquities 1.123
– “Magog founded the Magogians, thus named after him, but were by the 

Greeks called Scythians.” 

• Philo, Josephus, et al
– The Great Wall of China: “Ramparts of Gog & Magog”



The ancient writers refer to the Great Wall of China 
as Sud Yagog et Magog, the “Ramparts of Gog and 
Magog.” - Missler



Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in 
all Colossians 3:11

• Your eternity is not decided by your past, 
but by your faith in a future purchased by 
the blood of Christ at Calvary 



Ezekiel 38:3-4

• Gog: The Spiritual entity/power behind Meshech/Tubal

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am 
against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech 
and Tubal:   

4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy 
jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine 
army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed 
with all sorts of armour, even a great company 
with bucklers and shields, all of them handling 
swords:



5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them 
with shield and helmet:   

6 Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah 
of the north quarters, and all his bands: and 
many people with thee.   

Ezekiel 38:5-6



7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, 
and all thy company that are assembled unto 
thee, and be thou a guard unto them.  

Ezekiel 38:7

• All of these nations will be united under this 
satanic power, to fulfil a plan that Satan has been 
working to accomplish since Genesis 12!

• The annihilation of Israel!
• Throughout the Old Testament (and the New!) 

there is attempt after attempt to destroy Israel…
• Yet God is faithful and will keep His promise…



4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep.

Psalm 121:4



8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the 
latter years thou shalt come into the land that 
is brought back from the sword, and is gathered 
out of many people, against the mountains of 
Israel, which have been always waste: but it is 
brought forth out of the nations, and they shall 
dwell safely all of them.   

Ezekiel 38:8

• Following the regathering of Israel to their Land 
(Ch37), and the Land bursting forth into life (Ch36), this 
confederacy shall imagine their evil plan

• Note: This could NOT have happened before 1948!



9 Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou 
shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and 
all thy bands, and many people with thee.   

Ezekiel 38:9



Magog
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Sheba

Dedan
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Gomer

Tubal
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Ezekiel 38:10-11

10 Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to 
pass, that at the same time shall things come 
into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil 
thought:   

11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at 
rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates,   

• The geopolitical landscape is poised for this!



The Peace Plan
• It may well be that as a result of the current conflict, 

Israel will inflict such a blow on the military 
capabilities of Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas, etc. that it 
will usher in a time of apparent peace 

• Saudi Arabia may well recognise Israel as a State. 
• Whatever the current outcome, a day is coming 

(soon) when Israel’s neighbors will be quieted and 
Israel will have peace



Ezekiel 38:10-11

10 Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to 
pass, that at the same time shall things come 
into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil 
thought:   

11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at 
rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates,   



12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine 
hand upon the desolate places that are now 
inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered 
out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and 
goods, that dwell in the midst of the land.   

Ezekiel 38:12



13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto 
thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou 
gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry 
away silver and gold, to take away cattle and 
goods, to take a great spoil?  

Ezekiel 38:13

• Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
‘with all the young lions thereof’ will look on but not 
get involved! 



Ezekiel 38:13

• Sheba, and Dedan = Saudi Arabia
• Tarshish = The British Isles (the UK)
• ‘all the young lions thereof’?

13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto 
thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou 
gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry 
away silver and gold, to take away cattle and 
goods, to take a great spoil?  



The Silent Coalition
• Sheba and Dedan (The Arabian Peninsula): 
• Geographically and historically, Sheba and Dedan 

occupy modern-day Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
States. 

• Historically traded in spices, gold, and precious 
goods, these nations today represent the Sunni 
Arab bloc that shares a major common enemy with 
Israel: regional aggression from the north and east 
(Iran/Russia).



The Silent Coalition
• Tarshish (Great Britain): 
• Ancient maritime trade records (including those 

from Phoenician sources and King Solomon’s navy 
in 1 Kings 10:22) point to Tarshish as a distant, 
western, tin-producing maritime power past the 
Pillars of Hercules. 

• Britain—literally named Cassiterides or the "Tin 
Islands" by ancient Mediterranean traders—fits this 
historical profile cleanly.



The Silent Coalition
• "The Young Lions Thereof" 

– The Offspring/Colonies of the UK: 

• A lion in heraldry is famously the national symbol of 
Great Britain. 

• The "young lions" (kefirym in Hebrew, meaning 
independent, strong young lions off on their own) 
would naturally represent the Western, English-
speaking nations born out of Britain: 

• The United States, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and others.



The Silent Coalition
• When Gog’s massive northern coalition strikes 

Israel, Sheba, Dedan, Tarshish, and the Young 
Lions do not launch a military counter-offensive. 
They don't declare war, or drop troops on the 
ground. 

• Instead, they issue a toothless diplomatic protest: 
"Have you come to take a spoil? Have you 
gathered your horde to carry off silver and gold?”

• It sounds less like a military threat and more like a 
weakly worded press release from the United 
Nations or a cautious foreign office statement!



The Silent Coalition
• Saudi Arabia (Sheba/Dedan): 
• While increasingly normalising ties and sharing 

intelligence with Israel, Saudi Arabia traditionally 
avoids direct military involvement in superpower 
conflicts on its borders, preferring economic 
diplomacy and border defense.



The Silent Coalition
• The UK and the "Young Lions" (Tarshish & Co.): 
• Western political shifts, internal polarisation, fatigue 

from prolonged foreign wars, and domestic political 
pressures (including shifting stances toward the 
Middle East) could easily create a political climate 
where the UK, US, and Commonwealth nations 
lack the political appetite or military readiness to 
intervene directly against a massive Russian-led 
coalition.
– Burnham has already stated his pro-Palestinian position 



The Angry Bear!
• Russia's Motivation: 
• After years of military strain in it’s fruitless war with 

Ukraine, a swift, resource-rich target in the Middle 
East—aimed at claiming vast natural gas reserves, 
mineral wealth, and dominance over the Levant—
presents the ultimate geopolitical prize to restore 
superpower status.



The Angry Bear!



Divine Control!
• The passivity of the "Young Lions" is actually 

essential to the theological plot of Ezekiel 38–39.
• If the US, UK, and Saudi Arabia stepped in to fight 

off Gog, the military victory would be attributed to 
Western air superiority, geopolitical strategy, or 
NATO intelligence.

• By having the Western powers stand on the 
sidelines asking, "Are you here to take a spoil?", 
God leaves Israel completely isolated on the world 
stage. 

• When Israel has no allies left to turn to, the victory 
can belong to God alone!



Ezekiel 38:14-15

14 Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto 
Gog, Thus saith the Lord God; In that day when 
my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou 
not know it?   

15 And thou shalt come from thy place out of the 
north parts, thou, and many people with thee, 
all of them riding upon horses, a great company, 
and a mighty army:



The North



Ezekiel 38:16

16 And thou shalt come up against my people of 
Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in 
the latter days, and I will bring thee against my 
land, that the heathen may know me, when I 
shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes.   

• One of God’s stated reasons for this war is that the 
heathen world will know that He is God!



17 Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of whom I 
have spoken in old time by my servants the 
prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those 
days many years that I would bring thee 
against them?   

Ezekiel 38:17

• Joel (c. 800 BC): Joel specifically prophesied about the 
destruction of the "northern army" coming against 
Israel: "But I will remove far off from you the 
northern army, and will drive him into a land barren 
and desolate..." (Joel 2:20)



17 Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of whom I 
have spoken in old time by my servants the 
prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those 
days many years that I would bring thee 
against them?   

Ezekiel 38:17

• Jeremiah (c. 627 BC) famously warned of a terrible 
destruction breaking out from the north: "Out of the 
north an evil shall break forth upon all the 
inhabitants of the land... Lo, I will bring a nation 
upon you from far..." (Jeremiah 1:14, 5:15)



Divine Control!
• There is a fascinating textual anomaly in the Torah. 
• In Numbers 24:7, Balaam utters an end-times 

prophecy about Israel's coming Messiah King:
• Hebrew Masoretic Text: "His king shall be higher than 
Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.”

• Ancient Greek Septuagint (LXX) & Samaritan 
Pentateuch: "His king shall be higher than Gog, and his 
kingdom shall be exalted.“

• Because the Septuagint translates the name as 
Gog, many scholars believed that Moses/Balaam 
was explicitly naming Gog as the ultimate 
archetype of Israel’s arch-enemy, whose power 
would be broken when Messiah reigns.



Divine Control!
• In Hebrew, "Gog" is likely a title or descriptor 

(similar to Pharaoh or Czar) meaning "high," 
"roof," or "supreme leader.“

• In Ezekiel 38:17, God is essentially telling this 
invading dictator:

• "You think you came up with this plan on your own to take 
a spoil. But you are simply playing the exact part I wrote for 
you centuries ago through My prophets. You are the 
ultimate embodiment of every northern invader Isaiah, 
Joel, and Jeremiah warned about!"



18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when 
Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith 
the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in 
my face.   

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath 
have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be 
a great shaking in the land of Israel;   

Ezekiel 38:18-19



20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the 
heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all 
creeping things that creep upon the earth, and 
all the men that are upon the face of the earth, 
shall shake at my presence, and the mountains 
shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall 
fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.

Ezekiel 38:20

• Don’t assume this is merely poetic! 



Ezekiel 38:21

• This is not the first time God has caused Israel’s 
enemies to fight against themselves! See Judg 7:22

• "For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the 
inhabitants of Mount Seir [Edom/Esau], utterly to slay and 
destroy them: and when they had made an end of the 
inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another." (2 
Chron 20:23)

21 And I will call for a sword against him 
throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord 
God: 

 every man's sword shall be against his brother.  



Family Feud
• In Ezekiel 38–39, the coalition bringing together 

Russia (Magog) with Middle Eastern/Islamic 
regional powers (Persia, Cush, Put, Togarmah) is 
an unnatural alliance brought together only by a 
shared desire to plunder Israel.

• When God sends a sudden, terrifying supernatural 
judgment (earthquakes, pestilence, hailstones, 
and fire in Ez 38:19–22), panic sets in. 



Family Feud
• Just as with the Midianites, the Amalekites, and 

the Edomites in ancient Israel's history, the deep-
seated theological, tribal, and historical divisions 
among the invading armies cause the coalition to 
fracture instantly. 

• The volatile "wild donkey" tendency (Genesis 
16:12) takes over, and the invaders turn their 
weapons on each other in the chaos.



Ezekiel 38:22-23

22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and 
with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon 
his bands, and upon the many people that are 
with him, an overflowing rain, and great 
hailstones, fire, and brimstone.   

23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify 
myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many 
nations, and they shall know that I am the Lord.



To be continued..
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1–3  The Call of the Prophet 
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Given before the siege of Jerusalem 
25–32  God’s Judgment on the Surrounding Nations 
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There is an event that occurs after the restoration 
but before the Millennium:
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Outline of Ezekiel
• Ezekiel is remarkably chronological
• The structural sequence from 
• Ch. 35 (judgment on Edom/surrounding threats), 
• Ch. 36 (land restored), 
• Ch. 37 (dry bones reassembled/national rebirth), to 
• Ch. 38–39 (Gog/Magog invasion) forms an 

intentional, chronological runway leading into 
• Ch. 40–48 the Millennium reign

4



The Magog Invasion
• What is it? 
• The occasion in which God Himself intervenes to 

quell the ill-fated invasion of Israel by ‘Magog’ and 
its allies

• Persia, Cush, Phut, Libya, Gomer, Togarmah, 
Meshech, Tubal

• The passage appears to anticipate the use of 
nuclear weapons.

• Biblical scholars believe this event is on our 
imminent horizon!

• This may be one of the greatest witnesses to the 
accuracy of prophecy, authority of scripture and 
existence of God! 
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7

1 And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying,   
2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of 

Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him,   

Ezekiel 38:1-2

• To whom does this refer? 
• Why doesn’t the Bible use the names we are 

familiar with? 



8

Ancient Names: Same Places
• Petrograd

– St. Petersburg > Leningrad > St. Petersburg
• Byzantium

– Constantinople > Istanbul
• Persia?

– Elam Isa. 11:11; 21:2; 22:6  > Iran
• Sheba/Dedan

– Modern day Saudi Arabia 
• Cush

– Ethiopia  
• But we don’t change the names of our ancestors

(My friends in Russia remind me that “in 
Russia, even the past is uncertain!”) 



9

Noah

Shem
Elam 

Asshur

Arphaxad

Lud

Aram

Ham
Cush

Mizraim

Put

Canaan

Japheth
Gomer

Magog

Madai

Javan

Tubal

Meshech

Tiras

Gen. 10:2; 
1 Chr 1:5 

After the flood…

The basic framework of the table is the 
bene (“the sons of”) motif (the Heb. bene 
occurs 12 times, in vv. 2-4, 6-7, 20-23, 29, 
31-32). Other times, however, the chapter 
uses yalad (“he begot”), which seems to 
suggest that these were interpretations 
given to the bene table. These yalad 
sections (beginning in vv. 8, 13, 15, 21, 25-
26), in line with the idea of the toledot, 
trace the significant developments of 
personages within the structure of the 
table. (The NIV renders the yalad verb 
“was the father of” in vv. 8, 13, 15, 26, 
“was the ancestor of” in v. 21, and “were 
born to” in v. 25.) Of special note are 
verses 15-19, in which Canaan’s 
descendants are traced (vv. 15-18) and 
even the boundaries of the Promised Land 
are given (v. 19). The writer was 
apparently using an ancient table to clarify 
which of Noah’s descendants would 
experience blessing and which ones would 
experience cursing. Most of the yalad (“he 
begot”) sections pertain to the Canaanites 
or the Hamites, the tribes close to Israel. 
To see which neighbors would face 
blessing and which ones cursing, Israel 
need only consult this table.

Wars and conflicts inevitably result from 
this arrangement.
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The Sons of Japeth

Gomer

Magog

Madai

Javan

Tubal

Meshech

Tiras

Germanic, Northern Turkey, 

Russia

Northwestern Iran

Greece and the Greek Aegean 
Islands / Western Coast of Turkey

Turkey, Russian/Siberian region

Southern Russia, ‘Moscow’

Bulgaria 

The basic framework of the table is the 
bene (“the sons of”) motif (the Heb. bene 
occurs 12 times, in vv. 2-4, 6-7, 20-23, 29, 
31-32). Other times, however, the chapter 
uses yalad (“he begot”), which seems to 
suggest that these were interpretations 
given to the bene table. These yalad 
sections (beginning in vv. 8, 13, 15, 21, 25-
26), in line with the idea of the toledot, 
trace the significant developments of 
personages within the structure of the 
table. (The NIV renders the yalad verb 
“was the father of” in vv. 8, 13, 15, 26, 
“was the ancestor of” in v. 21, and “were 
born to” in v. 25.) Of special note are 
verses 15-19, in which Canaan’s 
descendants are traced (vv. 15-18) and 
even the boundaries of the Promised Land 
are given (v. 19). The writer was 
apparently using an ancient table to clarify 
which of Noah’s descendants would 
experience blessing and which ones would 
experience cursing. Most of the yalad (“he 
begot”) sections pertain to the Canaanites 
or the Hamites, the tribes close to Israel. 
To see which neighbors would face 
blessing and which ones cursing, Israel 
need only consult this table.

Wars and conflicts inevitably result from 
this arrangement.



  

 

Magog

Israel

Sheba

Dedan

Persia

Gomer

Tubal

Libya

Cush

Phut

Meshech

Togarmah
Javan

Madai
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The Magog Identity

• Hesiod, Greek Didactic Poet, 8th century BC
– Magogians = Scythians

• Herodotus, “Father of History,”5th century BC
– Scythians (10th - 3rd century BC)

• Josephus, Antiquities 1.123
– “Magog founded the Magogians, thus named after him, but were by the 

Greeks called Scythians.” 

• Philo, Josephus, et al
– The Great Wall of China: “Ramparts of Gog & Magog”

Click to add Notes



13

The ancient writers refer to the Great Wall of China 
as Sud Yagog et Magog, the “Ramparts of Gog and 
Magog.” - Missler

The ancient writers refer to the Great Wall 
of China as Sud Yagog et Magog, the 
“Ramparts of Gog and Magog.”
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Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in 
all Colossians 3:11

• Your eternity is not decided by your past, 
but by your faith in a future purchased by 
the blood of Christ at Calvary 

the most diverse backgrounds can be one 
in Christ: 
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Ezekiel 38:3-4

• Gog: The Spiritual entity/power behind Meshech/Tubal

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am 
against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech 
and Tubal:   

4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy 
jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine 
army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed 
with all sorts of armour, even a great company 
with bucklers and shields, all of them handling 
swords:
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5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them 
with shield and helmet:   

6 Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah 
of the north quarters, and all his bands: and 
many people with thee.   

Ezekiel 38:5-6
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7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, 
and all thy company that are assembled unto 
thee, and be thou a guard unto them.  

Ezekiel 38:7

• All of these nations will be united under this 
satanic power, to fulfil a plan that Satan has been 
working to accomplish since Genesis 12!

• The annihilation of Israel!
• Throughout the Old Testament (and the New!) 

there is attempt after attempt to destroy Israel…
• Yet God is faithful and will keep His promise…
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4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither 
slumber nor sleep.

Psalm 121:4
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8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the 
latter years thou shalt come into the land that 
is brought back from the sword, and is gathered 
out of many people, against the mountains of 
Israel, which have been always waste: but it is 
brought forth out of the nations, and they shall 
dwell safely all of them.   

Ezekiel 38:8

• Following the regathering of Israel to their Land 
(Ch37), and the Land bursting forth into life (Ch36), this 
confederacy shall imagine their evil plan

• Note: This could NOT have happened before 1948!
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9 Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou 
shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and 
all thy bands, and many people with thee.   

Ezekiel 38:9
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Ezekiel 38:10-11

10 Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to 
pass, that at the same time shall things come 
into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil 
thought:   

11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at 
rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates,   

• The geopolitical landscape is poised for this!



The Peace Plan
• It may well be that as a result of the current conflict, 

Israel will inflict such a blow on the military 
capabilities of Iran, Hezbollah, Hamas, etc. that it 
will usher in a time of apparent peace 

• Saudi Arabia may well recognise Israel as a State. 
• Whatever the current outcome, a day is coming 

(soon) when Israel’s neighbors will be quieted and 
Israel will have peace
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Ezekiel 38:10-11

10 Thus saith the Lord God; It shall also come to 
pass, that at the same time shall things come 
into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil 
thought:   

11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at 
rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars nor 
gates,   
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12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine 
hand upon the desolate places that are now 
inhabited, and upon the people that are gathered 
out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and 
goods, that dwell in the midst of the land.   

Ezekiel 38:12
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13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto 
thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou 
gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry 
away silver and gold, to take away cattle and 
goods, to take a great spoil?  

Ezekiel 38:13

• Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
‘with all the young lions thereof’ will look on but not 
get involved! 
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Ezekiel 38:13

• Sheba, and Dedan = Saudi Arabia
• Tarshish = The British Isles (the UK)
• ‘all the young lions thereof’?

13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, 
with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto 
thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou 
gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry 
away silver and gold, to take away cattle and 
goods, to take a great spoil?  



The Silent Coalition
• Sheba and Dedan (The Arabian Peninsula): 
• Geographically and historically, Sheba and Dedan 

occupy modern-day Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
States. 

• Historically traded in spices, gold, and precious 
goods, these nations today represent the Sunni 
Arab bloc that shares a major common enemy with 
Israel: regional aggression from the north and east 
(Iran/Russia).
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The Silent Coalition
• Tarshish (Great Britain): 
• Ancient maritime trade records (including those 

from Phoenician sources and King Solomon’s navy 
in 1 Kings 10:22) point to Tarshish as a distant, 
western, tin-producing maritime power past the 
Pillars of Hercules. 

• Britain—literally named Cassiterides or the "Tin 
Islands" by ancient Mediterranean traders—fits this 
historical profile cleanly.
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The Silent Coalition
• "The Young Lions Thereof" 

– The Offspring/Colonies of the UK: 

• A lion in heraldry is famously the national symbol of 
Great Britain. 

• The "young lions" (kefirym in Hebrew, meaning 
independent, strong young lions off on their own) 
would naturally represent the Western, English-
speaking nations born out of Britain: 

• The United States, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and others.
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The Silent Coalition
• When Gog’s massive northern coalition strikes 

Israel, Sheba, Dedan, Tarshish, and the Young 
Lions do not launch a military counter-offensive. 
They don't declare war, or drop troops on the 
ground. 

• Instead, they issue a toothless diplomatic protest: 
"Have you come to take a spoil? Have you 
gathered your horde to carry off silver and gold?”

• It sounds less like a military threat and more like a 
weakly worded press release from the United 
Nations or a cautious foreign office statement!
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The Silent Coalition
• Saudi Arabia (Sheba/Dedan): 
• While increasingly normalising ties and sharing 

intelligence with Israel, Saudi Arabia traditionally 
avoids direct military involvement in superpower 
conflicts on its borders, preferring economic 
diplomacy and border defense.

32



The Silent Coalition
• The UK and the "Young Lions" (Tarshish & Co.): 
• Western political shifts, internal polarisation, fatigue 

from prolonged foreign wars, and domestic political 
pressures (including shifting stances toward the 
Middle East) could easily create a political climate 
where the UK, US, and Commonwealth nations 
lack the political appetite or military readiness to 
intervene directly against a massive Russian-led 
coalition.
– Burnham has already stated his pro-Palestinian position 
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The Angry Bear!
• Russia's Motivation: 
• After years of military strain in it’s fruitless war with 

Ukraine, a swift, resource-rich target in the Middle 
East—aimed at claiming vast natural gas reserves, 
mineral wealth, and dominance over the Levant—
presents the ultimate geopolitical prize to restore 
superpower status.
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The Angry Bear!
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Divine Control!
• The passivity of the "Young Lions" is actually 

essential to the theological plot of Ezekiel 38–39.
• If the US, UK, and Saudi Arabia stepped in to fight 

off Gog, the military victory would be attributed to 
Western air superiority, geopolitical strategy, or 
NATO intelligence.

• By having the Western powers stand on the 
sidelines asking, "Are you here to take a spoil?", 
God leaves Israel completely isolated on the world 
stage. 

• When Israel has no allies left to turn to, the victory 
can belong to God alone!
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Ezekiel 38:14-15

14 Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto 
Gog, Thus saith the Lord God; In that day when 
my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou 
not know it?   

15 And thou shalt come from thy place out of the 
north parts, thou, and many people with thee, 
all of them riding upon horses, a great company, 
and a mighty army:



The North
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Ezekiel 38:16

16 And thou shalt come up against my people of 
Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in 
the latter days, and I will bring thee against my 
land, that the heathen may know me, when I 
shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes.   

• One of God’s stated reasons for this war is that the 
heathen world will know that He is God!
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17 Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of whom I 
have spoken in old time by my servants the 
prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those 
days many years that I would bring thee 
against them?   

Ezekiel 38:17

• Joel (c. 800 BC): Joel specifically prophesied about the 
destruction of the "northern army" coming against 
Israel: "But I will remove far off from you the 
northern army, and will drive him into a land barren 
and desolate..." (Joel 2:20)
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17 Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of whom I 
have spoken in old time by my servants the 
prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those 
days many years that I would bring thee 
against them?   

Ezekiel 38:17

• Jeremiah (c. 627 BC) famously warned of a terrible 
destruction breaking out from the north: "Out of the 
north an evil shall break forth upon all the 
inhabitants of the land... Lo, I will bring a nation 
upon you from far..." (Jeremiah 1:14, 5:15)



Divine Control!
• There is a fascinating textual anomaly in the Torah. 
• In Numbers 24:7, Balaam utters an end-times 

prophecy about Israel's coming Messiah King:
• Hebrew Masoretic Text: "His king shall be higher than 
Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.”

• Ancient Greek Septuagint (LXX) & Samaritan 
Pentateuch: "His king shall be higher than Gog, and his 
kingdom shall be exalted.“

• Because the Septuagint translates the name as 
Gog, many scholars believed that Moses/Balaam 
was explicitly naming Gog as the ultimate 
archetype of Israel’s arch-enemy, whose power 
would be broken when Messiah reigns.
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Divine Control!
• In Hebrew, "Gog" is likely a title or descriptor 

(similar to Pharaoh or Czar) meaning "high," 
"roof," or "supreme leader.“

• In Ezekiel 38:17, God is essentially telling this 
invading dictator:

• "You think you came up with this plan on your own to take 
a spoil. But you are simply playing the exact part I wrote for 
you centuries ago through My prophets. You are the 
ultimate embodiment of every northern invader Isaiah, 
Joel, and Jeremiah warned about!"
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18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when 
Gog shall come against the land of Israel, saith 
the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in 
my face.   

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath 
have I spoken, Surely in that day there shall be 
a great shaking in the land of Israel;   

Ezekiel 38:18-19
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20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the 
heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all 
creeping things that creep upon the earth, and 
all the men that are upon the face of the earth, 
shall shake at my presence, and the mountains 
shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall 
fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.

Ezekiel 38:20

• Don’t assume this is merely poetic! 
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Ezekiel 38:21

• This is not the first time God has caused Israel’s 
enemies to fight against themselves! See Judg 7:22

• "For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the 
inhabitants of Mount Seir [Edom/Esau], utterly to slay and 
destroy them: and when they had made an end of the 
inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another." (2 
Chron 20:23)

21 And I will call for a sword against him 
throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord 
God: 

 every man's sword shall be against his brother.  

characterized by bitter internal rivalries 
(such as Sunni vs. Shia, or competing 
regional factions) that explode into self-
destructive conflict when under pressure.
"And he [Ishmael] will be a wild man; his hand will be against every 
man, and every man’s hand against him." (Genesis 16:12, KJV)

Those who live by the sword shall die by 
the sword! 



Family Feud
• In Ezekiel 38–39, the coalition bringing together 

Russia (Magog) with Middle Eastern/Islamic 
regional powers (Persia, Cush, Put, Togarmah) is 
an unnatural alliance brought together only by a 
shared desire to plunder Israel.

• When God sends a sudden, terrifying supernatural 
judgment (earthquakes, pestilence, hailstones, 
and fire in Ez 38:19–22), panic sets in. 

Click to add Notes
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Family Feud
• Just as with the Midianites, the Amalekites, and 

the Edomites in ancient Israel's history, the deep-
seated theological, tribal, and historical divisions 
among the invading armies cause the coalition to 
fracture instantly. 

• The volatile "wild donkey" tendency (Genesis 
16:12) takes over, and the invaders turn their 
weapons on each other in the chaos.
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Ezekiel 38:22-23

22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and 
with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon 
his bands, and upon the many people that are 
with him, an overflowing rain, and great 
hailstones, fire, and brimstone.   

23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify 
myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many 
nations, and they shall know that I am the Lord.



  

 

To be continued..
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