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The Gospel of John 

ÅTwo major divisions: 

ïChapter 1-11, covers 3 ½ years 

ïChapter 12-21, covers 1 week 

ÅChapter 12,  

ïthe Triumphal entry 

ÅChapters 13-17 

ïThe óupper room discourseô 



Upper Room Discourse 

ÅLongest recorded discourse in the NT 

ÅBegins in the upper room 

ÅEnds en route to the Garden of Gethsemane 

ÅChapter 13, 

ïJudas leaves the room 

ïThat which Jesus has to say is for His own 

ïóMasterclassô in discipleship 

ïIf you are to be a disciple of Jesus, these are the 
terms: 



Discipleôs Masterclass 

ÅLesson1: Chapters 13 & 14 

ïGiving up the right to yourself ï pre requisite 

ïServanthood ï pre requisite 

ïA new commandment: Agape Love 

ïKeep My commandments 

ïThe Holy Spirit will be given to teach you 

ÅLesson 2: Chapters 15 & 16 

ïDisciples are appointed to bear fruit 

ïThey are to continually abide in Christ 

ïPersecution will come... But... 

ïThe Holy Spirit will be given to comfort you 
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 John 15:1 

ÅóGenuine Vineô 

ÅGenuine as opposed to  counterfeit  

ÅTwo other vines in scripture: both profess to 
lead men to the Father 

ÅPsalm 80:8-15 

ÅRevelation 14:9 



Degenerate Plant 
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Degenerate Plant 

Jeremiah 2:21 



Degenerate Plant 

ÅIsrael were to be a witness to the nations, 
testifying to the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob 

ÅThrough this vine, the nations were to come to 
the knowledge & fear of the One true God 

ÅBut... Israel (through disobedience) became a 
degenerate plant, thus a byword & proverb 

ÅRather than being a witness they brought Godôs 
name into disrepute   

ÅHowever, the Jewish religious leaders still 
thought they were the only way to God 



National Warning #1 

Matt 3:9-10 
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National Warning #2 

Matt 21:33-43 

The nation to whom the kingdom of God is given 

will bring forth the fruit that Israel failed to do 



National Warning #2 

Matt 21:44-45 



Vine of Deception 

ÅAnother Vine: 



Vine of Deception 

Rev 14:8 



Vine of Deception 

Åcf. Revelation 17 & 18 

ÅWho is this óLady Babylonô? 

ÅAs Matt 23:37 ñO Jerusalem, Jerusalem...ò 

ïRepresents house of Israel 

ÅSo Babylon is representative of the 
apostate religious system  

ïwhich began & ends there   



Vine of Deception 

Rev 14:18-19 



Vine of Deception 

ÅThis óBabylonianô vine is the epitome 
false religion 

ïBegan with Cush, founder of Babel 
ÅHermes ï óson of Hamô 

ÅóConfounderô  (Jer 50:2) 

ïEstablished by Nimrod (Bar-Cush) 

ïPropagated by Semaramis 

ÅIt promises a way to spiritual security... 

Å...but leads to destruction & the cup of 
wrath of God  

ïcf. Numbers 5: óPenalty for Adulteryô 



The True Vine 

So... in John 15, 

ÅIt is in contrast to these two vines ... 

ïVine of Israel 

ïVine of the Earth 

Å...neither of which can lead anyone to the 
Father 

Å...that Jesus says:  

ÅóI AM the genuine Vineô 



 John 15:1 



 John 15:2 

ÅWhat does it mean for an unfruitful branch to be 
taken away? 

ÅIs Jesus referring to believers or unbelievers? 

ÅWhat does it mean for fruitful branches to be 
purged? 

ÅWhat is the fruit that should be produced?  



 ñI do not believe that the fruit mentioned 
here refers to soul-winning, as so many 
people seem to think. I believe soul-
winning is a by-product but not the fruit 
itself. The fruit is the fruit of the Spirit. ñBut 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance . . .ò (Gal. 5:22ï23). 
This is fruit in the life of the believer. 
Abiding in Christ will produce effectual 
prayer, perpetual fruit, and celestial joy:.ò 

                                         

         J Vernon McGee 

The Fruit 



Purging 

ÅA strange(?), but carefully chosen word 

ÅGr. kathairǾ, which means óto cleanseô   

ÅLit. drain poison from the system 

ÅThis is what our Husbandman does with is 

ÅThe process is called óSanctificationô 

ÅIt causes us to bear more fruit 



Purging 

Hebrews 12:10-11 

ÅGr. paideuo, discipline, correction  



 John 15:2 

ÅTo whom does this refer?  

ÅTwo options: 

ÅBelievers  

 

  

ÅUnbelievers  

ïHow can they be taken away? 

ïCan they be restored? 

ïIs it possible to bear no fruit? 

ïHow can they be óin meô 

ïWhy would they be expected to 
bear fruit in the first place? 

Gr. Airo óto lift upô 



 John 15:3 

ÅBack in chapter 13 water had cleansed their feet 

ÅIn Ephesians Paul will clarify: 

  Eph 5:25-26 



 John 15:4-5 



 John 15:6 

ÅTwo options: 

- Believers?  

- Unbelievers?  



Unfruitful Branches  

ÅArguments for these being a carnal believer: 

ïJesus is talking specifically to His disciples 

ïóTake awayô in v.2 can mean ólifted upô 

ïSupported elsewhere in scripture 



Unfruitful Branches  

1 Cor 5:5 

ÅThis individual was ócut offô from fellowship 

ÅPaul was vindicated because in 2 Cor 2:5-11 we 
find the man had repented  
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Unfruitful Branches  

Rom 11:15-24 



Unfruitful Branches  

Other biblical precedents: 

ÅProdigal son ï Luke 15:11-23# 

ïFather ógave him over to the worldô 

ïHis flesh life and appetites were destroyed 

ïHe got burned by the world 

ïHe repented and came back to the father 

ïThough he lost his inheritance, he did not lose 
his sonship 



Unfruitful Branches  

Other biblical precedents: 

ÅThe nation of Israel: 

ïThe book of Judges 

ïThe books of Kings 

ïBabylonian captivity 

ïDeut 28 (Diaspora)  

 

 



Unfruitful Branches  

Conclusion: 

ÅGod does use the world to bring correction (trial by 
fire) for those He loves óif need beô 

ÅGod will not permit a carnal Christian to continue in 
their carnality 
ïAnanias & Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) 

ïMany weak, sick and sleep (1 Cor 11:28-30) 

ïSow to the flesh = reap corruption (Gal 6:7-8) 

ïIf you defile the temple ï God will destroy (1 Cor 3:17)  
Å1 Cor 3:11-15 ï The burning up of works, not the 

individual, and in regard to works not spiritual fruit 

ïGod is able to restore (Gal 6:1) 
 



Unfruitful Branches  

The BIG question:  

Åis this what is being addressed in             
John 15:1-6? 

 



Second Opinion  

Proverbs 18:17 



Unfruitful Branches  

ÅArguments for these being a false convert: 

ïBelievers, however worldly, still produce spiritual fruit 

ïA believer could never be taken from the place of 
abiding in Christ  (Rom 8:35-39) 

ïThe language here is always used elsewhere of 
unsaved individuals  

ïThe context: Jesus in this discourse contrasts 4x the 
way of the world and the way of His disciples ï the 
final one being that a disciple bears fruit whereas 
those who do not abide in Christ do not & cannot 



Unfruitful Branches  
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Unfruitful Branches  

Matt 7:16-22 

ÅWhat about  the óin meô? 

ÅHow can these be said to be óin Christô? 



Unfruitful Branches  

Matt 7:16-22 
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Matt 13:47-50 



Unfruitful Branches  

Matt 13:30 

ÅWheat & Tares 

ÅóMenô gather them (inserted by translators) 

ÅóThey are gatheredô ï Matt 13:30 tells by who 



Unfruitful Branches  

Matt 13:23 

ÅFour Soils: Matthew 13: 

Å# 1 Doesnôt even get started 

Å# 2 & 3 Unfruitful (Matt 13:22) 

Å# 4 Bears fruit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅAll bear some fruit,  just differing quantities 



Unfruitful Branches  

Matt 21:43 

ÅRemember Jesus warnings to Israel: 

ÅBecause you have been unfruitful... 

Å...the óvineyardô will be given to a nation who will 
bear fruit 



Unfruitful Branches  

Matt 3:10 

ÅRemember Jesus warnings to Israel: 

ÅBecause you have been unfruitful... 

Å...the óvineyardô will be given to a nation who will 
bear fruit 

ÅAnd you will be cut off... 



 ñIn John 15:1-6, Jesus effectively underlines that 
which He already told the disciples, that He was 
the only way to the Father (John 14:6). Israel were 
no longer a vine whose fruit would be to lead the 
nations to the Father. Neither could the vine of the 
earth (Rev 14:19) bear any good spiritual fruit. The 
only Vine of value was the True Vine. Through His 
propitiation for the whole world (1 John 2:2), all 
mankind now had the opportunity of abiding in the 
Vine. However, if any branch abide not in the 
Vine, it would be spiritually fruitless, and therefore 
taken away to wither and finally be burned.  

What an incredible picture of the person who rejects 
Christ! 

                           CC Poole Study Notes on John 15:6 

Unfruitful Branches - Conclusion  



Unfruitful Branches - Conclusion  

Rom 6:21-23 



 John 15:7-8 

ÅAsk what you will? 

ÅOnly if abiding in Christ (cf Psalm 37) 

ÅAbiding in Christ will result in constant 
communication with the Father  

ÅIt is the Fatherôs desire that we bear much fruit 

ÅóSo shall ye beô  - Examine yourself... (2 Cor 13:5) 



 John 15:9-11 

ÅThese Things: The principles of discipleship 



 John 15:12-14 



 John 15:15-16 


