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Upper Room Discourse 

ÅChapters 13-17 

ÅLongest discourse in the NT 

ÅBegins in the upper room 

ÅEnds en route to the Garden of Gethsemane 

ÅIntensive training for the disciples 

ïGiving up the right to yourself ï pre requisite 

ïServanthood ï pre requisite 

ïA new commandment: Agape Love 

ïKeep My commandments 

ïYou are appointed to bear fruit 

ïContinually abide in Christ 

ïPersecution will come... But... 

 

 



óAnother Comforterô 

ÅJesus will send... 

Å óanother comforterô (John 14:16)  

ï Gr. óalosô : another of the same kind 

ÅSpirit of Truth 

ïThe world will not know Him  

ïBut He will indwell the beleiver  

ÅHe will testify of Jesus 

ÅHow? 

ÅBy the fruit produced in the lives of believers 

ïóGreater worksô (John 14:12) 
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 John 18:1 

ÅKidron ï óthe black watersô 

Å2 Samuel 15:23 ï Davidôs flight 

ÅJohn does not record His agony in the Garden 
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The Garden of Gethsemane 

Luke 22:39-44 

 



Dr Lukeôs Diagnosis 

ÅGreat drops of blood 

ÅHema-ti-drosis 

ÅExtreme anguish and mental pressure 

ÅNot because of the cross 

ÅBut because of the cup of Godôs wrath 

Å3x óif there is any other wayéô 

ÅSeparation from His Father  

ÅñMy God, my God, why have You 

forsaken meò ï Matt 27:46 



Two Gardens 

ÅIn Eden all was wonderful  

ÅIn Gethsemane all was terrible 

ÅIn Eden man sought Satan 

ÅIn Gethsemane the Son of Man sought God 

ÅIn Eden Adam chose to sin 

ÅIn Gethsemane the Saviour chose to suffer 

ÅIn Eden Adam fell before Satan 

ÅIn Gethsemane the Redeemer conquered 

and soldiers fell before Him 



Two Gardens 

ÅIn Eden Adam took of the fruit 

ÅIn Gethsemane Jesus took of the cup 

ÅIn Eden Adam hid himself 

ÅIn Gethsemane Jesus boldly revealed Himself 

as the I AM 

ÅIn Eden God sought Adam 

ÅIn Gethsemane the Last Adam sought God  

ÅIn Eden the sword was drawn 

ÅIn Gethsemane the sword was sheathed  

 

 



 John 18:2-3 

ÅJesus does not play hide and seek! 

ÅóNo one takes My lifeô (John 10:18) 

ÅóBand of menô + officers (Band = 400-600) 

Å600 from the Antonia fortress + Officers 

ÅóChiliarchosô v12. ï leader of Roman garrison 

ÅWhy so many just to arrest Jesus?   



 John 18:4-5 

ÅJesus claims to be the voice of the 

burning bush 

ïExodus 3:14 



 John 18:6 

ÅSlain in the spirit? 

ÅWent backward 

ÅThose who worship fall forward 



 John 18:7-9 

ÅThe Shepherd cares for His sheep 

ïI have lost none... (John 17:12) 

ÅJohn classes his record as scripture 



 John 18:10-11 

ÅShort sword for splitting helmets  

ïWhich is what Peter was aiming for! 



Peterôs Assistance 

ÅPeter ï bolstered by the ófalling overô... 

ÅNow seeks to óhelpô Jesus 

ÅOur óhelpô always creates problems 

ïAbraham: Hagar > Ishmael 

ÅLoses peace in his family (Gen 16) 

ï Saul: Sacrificed in leu of Samuel 

ÅLoses kingdom  (1 Samuel 13) 

ïJosiah: Tries to reclaim Ark from Necho 

ÅLoses his life (2 Chronicles 36) 

ÅWithout faith, impossible to please God 
 



Misunderstanding 

ÅWhy so many soldiers? 

ÅWhy does Peter recklessly charge in? 



Jewish Expectation 

Luke 1:68-73 



Jewish Expectation 

Luke 1:68-73 



Jewish Expectation 

Luke 1:31-33 



Jewish Expectation 

Acts 1:6-7 



Jewish Expectation 
ÅThe disciples were expecting a national deliver 

ÅThe Jews were fearing a political insurrection 

against Rome 

ÅJewish leaders wanted to maintain status quo 

ÅPeter, bolstered by the ófalling overô sets about 

them one by one 

ÅJesus diffuses this tension  

ÅHe had already fought the real battle that night 

ÅHe was still being obedient to the Fatherôs will 



Lessons for Today? 
ÅWe are not fighting for a political kingdom 

ÅWe will not build the kingdom-now 

ÅFighting social battles will cause those around 

us to lose their ears 

ÅTrue freedom is declared at the cross... 

ÅNot in the garden 

ÅWe must not prevent the cross 



 John 18:12-14 

ÅAnnas ï óJewish high priestô 

ÅCaiaphas ï óRoman appointeeô  



 John 18:15-16 



 John 18:17-18 

ÅWe can stand with the world or Christ... 

ÅBut we canôt do both 



 John 18:19-21 



 John 18:22-23 



 John 18:24-27 



Peterôs Lessons  

ÅHe had tried to take on 600+ soldiers 

ÅBut now is intimidated by a girl 

ÅIn our flesh dwells no good thing 

ÅTo will.... but not to perform... (Rom 7:18) 

ÅThe transformation: 

ÅóI can do all things through Christ...ô (Phil 4:13) 

ÅCompare John 18:27 with Acts 4:6-14 



Six Illegal Trials 

ÅJewish Trials: 

ÅBefore Annas (John 18:12-14) 

ÅBefore Caiaphas (John 18:19-24) 

ÅBefore the Sanhedrin (Matt 27:1,2) 

ÅRoman Trials: 

ÅBefore Pilate (John 18:28-38) 

ÅBefore Herod (Luke 23:6-11) 

ÅBefore Pilate (John 18:39-19:16) 



 John 18:28 

ÅThe greatest irony in history? 



 John 18:29-30 

ÅJust answer the question! 



 John 18:31-32 

ÅKangaroo court ï sentence already passed! 



Kangaroo Court 

 A kangaroo court  refers to a sham legal proceeding or 

court  that deny due process rights in the name of 

expediency. Such rights include the right to summon 

witnesses, the right of cross-examination, the right not to 

incriminate oneself, the right not to be tried on secret 

evidence, the right to control one's own defense, the right 

to exclude evidence that is improperly obtained, irrelevant 

or inherently inadmissible, e.g., hearsay, the right to 

exclude judges or jurors on the grounds of partiality or 

conflict of interest, and the right of appeal. The outcome of 

a trial by "kangaroo court" is essentially determined in 

advance, usually for the purpose of providing a conviction, 

either by going through the motions of manipulated 

procedure or by allowing no defense at all. 



Kangaroo Court 

Matt 26:59-60 



Kangaroo Court 

ÅJesus endured 3 Jewish / 3 Roman trials 

ÅIt was illegal to carry weapons on feast a day 

ÅIt was illegal to bind the accused before 

condemnation 

ÅIt was illegal for the judges to participate in 

the arrest of the accused  

ÅNo trial could be conducted at night 

ÅVerdict (other than acquittal) could not be 

pronounced the same day 

ÅHigh Priest not allowed to rent robes 

 



 John 18:33-35 



 John 18:36-37 



Who is on Trial? 

 Pilate is out on a limb and wants to get 

off. He would like to help Jesus. He is 

inside the court, alone with Jesus; the 

Jews are waiting outside because of 

their scruples about contaminating 

themselves. Pilate would be happy if 

Jesus would simply say He is not a king 

and that would get Pilate off the hook. 

Who is on trial? Pilate or Jesus? 

       - J Vernon McGee  



 John 18:38 



 John 18:38-40 



Barabbas 

ÅName means óson of the fatherô 

ÅSpeaks of all of us 

ÅWe were ósons of our father the devilô 

ÅBut have now been adopted  

ÅNow we are called ósons of Godô 

ÅBarabbas was guilty 

ÅChrist was innocent 

ÅThe great exchange 
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 John 19:1-4 



 John 19:5-6 



 John 19:7-8 



 John 19:9-11 



 John 19:12-13 



Pilateôs Nightmare 

Matt 27:19 



 John 19:14-15 


