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ÅPaul contends that a specific historical 

event is the basis of Christianity 

ÅIf that event is not true, Christianity is not 

true! 

ÅChristianity is not based on Christôs 

teaching, character, or the numerous 

miracles in His life... 

Å...but on an event in a garden 2000y ago 

The Resurrection 



 ñIt seems to me inescapable that anyone who 

chanced to read the pages of the New 

Testament for the first time would come away 

with one overwhelming impression, that there is 

a faith firmly rooted in certain allegedly 

historical events, a faith which would be false 

and misleading if those events had not actually 

taken place, but which ï if they did take place ï 

is unique in its relevance and exclusive in its 

demands of our allegianceò  

 ï Dr J.N.D. Anderson (professor of oriental law & director of the 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies - University of London) 

The Resurrection 



 ñEverything that Jesus Christ taught, lived and 

died for depended upon His resurrection... 

 Almost all other religions are based upon a 

theological dictum or ideology, not upon the 

historical fact of its founderôs identity or an 

event in time and spaceò  

 ï Josh McDowell ï author of Evidence That Demands a Verdict 

The Resurrection 



 ñWhether the resurrection of Jesus took place 

or not is a historical question, and the historical 

question at this point is inescapableò  

 ï Wolfhart Pannenberg ï University of Munich, Germany 

 

 ñThe problem... then, must be solved in the 

realm of historical investigation, not in the realm 

of philosophical speculationò  

 ï Dr John Warwick Montgomery 

 

The Resurrection 



 ñAfter more than 700 hours of studying this subject, 
and thoroughly investigating its foundation, I have 

come to the conclusion that the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ is one of the most wicked, vicious, 

heartless hoaxes ever foisted upon the minds of 

men, or it is the most fantastic fact of historyò 

 ï Josh McDowell 

 "Professor McDowell, why can't you intellectually refute 

Christianity?"  

 "For a very simple reason. I am not able to explain away an event 

in history - the resurrection of Jesus Christ" 

 

 

The Resurrection 



Contradiction in the Gospels? 

ÅDo the Gospel account contradict each other? 



Summary of the Gospel of John 

ÅChapters 1-11 cover around 3 ½ years of the life 
and ministry of Jesus 

ïJohn presents Jesus as the óWord of Godô 

ïGod manifest in human form 

ïJohn gives us the build up and background for the 
Jewish antagonism toward Christ (Jn 10:33) 

ïóbecause thou, being a man, makest thyself Godô 

ÅChapters 12-20 cover just one week  

ïPassion Week  

ïThe most important week in human history 

ÅChapter 21 gives us our ópost scriptô 

 

 





















 John 12:24 



Matt 27:62-65 



  Luke 23:55-56 



  Luke 23:55-56 







The Gospel 

1 Cor 15:1-4 



The Gospel 

ÅChrist died   ï Passover 

ÅWas Buried  ï Unleavened Bread 

ÅRose Again   ï Firstfruits  

 

ïAccording to the Scripturesé 



Genesis 8:2-4 

A New Beginning  
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 John 20:1 

ÅLuke adds that Mary the mother of James, 
Joanna 

ÅMark adds that Salome was there too 

ÅDiscrepancy?  

ÅThis attests to the historical accuracy 



 Mark 16:1-3 

Mark 



 Matt 28:2-4 
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  Mark 16:4 

 

Mark 



  Matt 28:5-6 

Matthew 



  Luke 24:3 

Luke 



  Mark 16:5-8 

Mark 



  Mark 16:5-8 

Mark 



  Luke 24:4-9 

Luke 
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Luke 



  Luke 24:4-9 

Luke 



 John 20:2 



  Luke 24:10-11 

Luke 



 John 20:3-5 
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 John 20:15-16 



 John 20:17 



  Matt 28:9 

Matthew 



  Matt 28:10 

Matthew 



 John 20:18 



Key Points 

ÅThe women were the first to the guarded tomb 

ÅThe morning after the Sabbaths (1st opportunity) 

ÅAn angel descended & moved the stone 

ÅThe guards ófreezeô in fear 

ÅThe women are encouraged to look inside 

ÅJesusô body is not there 

ÅAnother óangelô reminds them what Jesus said 

ÅThey are then told to go and tell His disciples... 

ÅAnd Peter!  



 John 18:17 

The Power of Words 

Matt 12:37 



Key Points 

ÅThe women then flee from the tomb 

ïBecause of the whole experience 

ïAlso because the guards... 

ï...Who go to the high priest & report back (Matt 28:11) 

ÅThey head back to where the disciples were 

ÅBut as they leave they encounter two men 

ÅDr Luke tells us specifically they were men 

ÅWho were they? Why were they there? 

ÅTwo = witness ï a clue? 

 



Two Men 

Deuteronomy 19:15 

ÅTwo Men: 

ÅActs 1:10 ï two men in bright apparel  

ÅLuke 9:30-32 ï Mt. of Transfiguration 



 Luke 9:30-32 

Two Men 



Key Points 

ÅMary (being much younger) arrives back first... 

Å...then the other women 

ÅPeter and John go to investigate 

ïThis was a dangerous mission  

ïWhat about the guards? 

ÅJohn tells us he can run faster than Peter!... 

ÅAnd arrives first, seeing the grave clothes 

ÅPeter then arrives and goes straight in 

ïNo concern about defilement for him now 

ïHe had nothing left to lose! 

ÅPeter notices, John records, the napkin 

 



The Folded Napkin? 

ÅWhy did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth 

after His resurrection?  

ÅIs it really significant?  

ÅYes! 



The Folded Napkin? 

ÅIn order to understand the significance 

of the folded napkin, you have to 

understand a little bit about Hebrew 

tradition of that day. The folded napkin 

had to do with the Master and Servant, 

and every Jewish boy knew this 

tradition. When the servant set the 

dinner table for the master, he made 

sure that it was exactly the way the 

master wanted it. 



The Folded Napkin? 

ÅThe table was furnished perfectly, and 

then the servant would wait, just out of 

sight, until the master had finished 

eating, and the servant would not dare 

touch that table, until the master was 

finished. 



The Folded Napkin? 

ÅNow if the master were done eating, he 

would rise from the table, wipe his 

fingers, his mouth, and clean his beard, 

and would wad up that napkin and toss 

it onto the table. The servant would then 

know to clear the table. For in those 

days, the wadded napkin meant,  "I'm 

finished." 



The Folded Napkin? 

ÅBut if the master got up from the table, 

and folded his napkin, and laid it beside 

his plate, the servant would not dare 

touch the table, because..........  

ÅThe folded napkin meant, "I'm coming 

back." 

 

                             - Anon 



Key Points 

ÅóJohn believedô (cf. v8 & v9) 

ÅNot the resurrection, but that the body had gone 

ÅPeter & John then return óhomeô... 

Å... But the women remain  

ïThe guard having disappeared 

ÅMary once again looks into the tomb... 

Å... and is greeted by two angels 

ÅAsking óWhy are you weepingô? 

 

 



Why Weep? 

Romans 8:28 



Why Weep? 

Romans 8:18 



Two Seconds 

 It is only the loyal soul who believes that God 

engineers circumstances. We take such 

liberties with our circumstances, we do not 

believe God engineers them, although we say 

we do; we treat the things that happen as if 

they were engineered by men. To be faithful 

in every circumstance means that we have 

only one loyalty, and that is to our Lord.  



Two Seconds 

 Suddenly God breaks up a particular set of 

circumstances, and the realisation comes that 

we have been disloyal to Him by not 

recognising that He had organised them. We 

never saw what He was after, and that 

particular thing will never be repeated all the 

days of our life. The test of loyalty always 

comes just there. If we learn to worship God 

in the trying circumstances, He will alter them 

in two seconds when He chooses.   

      - Oswald Chambers 



Key Points 

ÅJesus then reveals Himself to Mary 

ïNothing had changed except Maryôs perception 

Å Then Jesus meets the other women en route 

ÅHe bids them to hurry and tell the rest, and that 
He will meet them in Galilee 

 

Why hurry? 

ïBecause even now a rumour was circulating in 
Jerusalem:  

 

 



The Official Story 

Matt 28:11-15 



The Official Story 

Matt 28:11-15 



Fact of History 

1 Cor 15:3-20 
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Fact of History 

1 Cor 15:3-20 



Fact of History 

Acts 1:3 


