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1st Book of Kings 
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1st Book of Kings 
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1 Kings 3:1 

Chapter 3 

• Slow fade… 

– Daddies never crumble in a day… 

– Families never crumble in a day… 

– Kingdoms never crumble in a day! 



1 Kings 11:1-4 

 

The Slow Fade 



1 Kings 11:1-4 

 

The Slow Fade 



Proverbs 4:23 

 

The Slow Fade 



1 Kings 3:2 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:3 

Chapter 3 

• A people will not grow beyond the Spiritual 

climate the live in 

• The nation cannot exceed the righteous 

standard of the king 

– A church will be defined by it‟s pastor 

 

 



Deuteronomy 12:2-3 

The High Places 



Deuteronomy 12:5 

The High Places 



The High Places 

• 98x in scripture 

• 36x in Kings 

• They were the place of idolatrous worship 

• Ancient cultures worshipped the stars & 

planets… 

• Therefore the „high places‟ were the 

optimum location as being closest  

• The was the reason for the building of the 

Tower of Babel 

 

 



The High Places 

• “There were two reasons for the 

prohibition of high-places; first, the danger 

of the old idolatry creeping back if the old 

localities were retained for worship; and, 

secondly, the danger to the unity of the 

nation if there should be more than one 

legitimate religious centre. The existence 

of the worship at high places did, in fact, 

facilitate the division of the kingdom.” 

– Albert Barnes 

 

 



Numbers 35:52 

The High Places 



The Days of the Week 

• Sun-daeg   

• Moon-daeg   

• Tiwes-daeg (Mars‟ day)   

• Odens-daeg (Mercury‟s day)   

• Thors-daeg (Jupiter‟s day)   

• Freyia-daeg  (Venus‟ day) 

• Saturn‟s-daeg   



The gods of the Universe The gods of the Universe 

- Sun, Moon, Mercury, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Venus 

• Talmudic literature and the Apocrypha both 

list 7 Archangels – The Talmud assigns these 

to the 7 planets as „guardians‟    

- „Sammael‟ was assigned Mars  

- „Sammael‟ was believed to be Satan!  



The Planet Mars The Planet Mars 
• All the ancient cultures feared Mars 

• The Roman god of war 

• Homer described „Ares‟ as „bane of mortals‟ 

• Areopagus – „Mars Hill‟ – seat of Judgment 

• Epic of Gilgamesh blames Mars for the flood! 

 

 

 

 

- (But) Enlil shall not come near to the offering, because 

without reflection he brought on the deluge and consigned 

my people to destruction! As soon as Enlil arrived and saw 

the ship, Enlil was wroth!  
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Psalm 18 

Psalm 18:1-19 
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Psalm 18 

Psalm 18:1-19 



Isaiah 24:1 

Catastrophes Implied? 



 - Severe Earthquakes, 85ft crustal tides 

 - Polar shift of 5o, “day” lengthened 

 - Meteors follow 2-3 hrs later, @ 30,000 mph 

 - No wonder ancient cultures were terrified! 

The Long Day of Joshua 



The High Places 

• What do the high places represent to us? 

• Anything that exults itself against the 

knowledge of God 

• Any form of idolatry in our lives 

– Is God no.1?  

• Worshipping God in the way that suits us 

– Do we come humbly before Him? 

– Are we coming on our terms? 

 



1 Kings 3:4-5 

Chapter 3 

• God speaks in the place of sacrifice 



1 Kings 3:4-5 

Chapter 3 

• Unlimited resource offered to a 21yr old! 



1 Kings 3:6 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:7-8 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:9-10 

Chapter 3 

• Contrast David‟s request in Psalm 27 



1 Kings 3:11-12 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:13-14 

Chapter 3 

• 70 years are appointed to man Psalm 90:10 

• Solomon dies aged only 61! 

– He didn‟t even get the normal allocation!  



1 Kings 3:15 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:16-18 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:19-21 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:22-24 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:1-2 

Chapter 3 



1 Kings 3:27-28 

Chapter 3 



1st Book of Kings 
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1st Book of Kings 
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1 Kings 4:1-24 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:5-7 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:8-11 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:12-13 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:14-18 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:19-20 

Chapter 4 



Solomon‟s 12 Districts 

 



1 Kings 4:21-22 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:23-24 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:25 

Chapter 4 





1 Kings 4:25-27 

Chapter 4 

• Scribal Error!!! 

• … or is it? 



2 Chronicles 9:25 

Scribal Error? 



Scribal Error? 

• The number in the present passage is 

probably a corruption – Albert Barns 

• Forty thousand is evidently an error in 

copying because a parallel passage, II 

Chronicles 9:25, indicates that Solomon 

had four thousand stalls of horses, a more 

suitable number. - Hindson/Kroll 

• …we may rest satisfied that there is a 

corruption in the numbers somewhere – 

Adam Clarke 



Scribal Error Corrected? 

• “Solomon had four thousand stalls for 

chariot horses...” - I Kings 4:26 

• “Solomon had four thousand stalls for 

horses and chariots...” - II Chronicles 9:25 

• Are we to assume from this „corrected‟ 

rendering that Solomon had 1 horse per 

chariot! 

– Where would the horses for the 12,000 

horsemen be kept? 

Note: trying to „help‟ God out usually causes a 

problem cf. Abraham & Ishmael! 

 

 



Scribal Error? 

• Are we suggesting that we have TWO 

scribal errors in just 5 words!! 



Psalm12:6-7 

Preserved 



Duty of Care 

Romans 3:1-2 



Faithful Transmission 

• The Talmud lists more than a dozen rules for 

copying the Torah 

• Built-in security system!  

• If even just one of these factors is lacking, it does 

not possess the sanctity of a Torah scroll, and is 

not to be used for a public Torah reading.  

• The meticulous process of hand-copying a scroll 

takes about 2,000 hours (a full-time job for one 

year).  

• Throughout the centuries, Jewish scribes have 

adhered to the following guidelines: 

 



Faithful Transmission 

• 1. The parchment must be made from the skin of 

a clean animal (clean meaning ceremonially clean 

according to the Old Testament sanitary laws); 

must be prepared by a Jew only, and the skins 

must be fastened together by strings taken from 

clean animals.  

• 2. Each column must have no less than forty-

eight, nor more than sixty lines.  

• 3. The entire copy must be first lined.  



Faithful Transmission 

• 4. A Torah Scroll is disqualified if even a single 

letter is added.  

• 5. A Torah Scroll is disqualified if even a single 

letter is deleted.  

• 6. The scribe must be a learned, pious Jew, who 

has undergone special training and certification.  

• 7. All materials (parchment, ink, quill) must 

conform to strict specifications, and be prepared 

specifically for the purpose of writing a Torah 

Scroll.  

 



Faithful Transmission 

• 8. The scribe may not write even one letter into a 

Torah Scroll by heart. Rather, he must have a 

second, kosher scroll opened before him at all 

times.  

• 9. The scribe must pronounce every word out loud 

before copying it from the correct text.  

• 10.Every letter must have sufficient white space 

surrounding it. If one letter touched another in any 

spot, it invalidates the entire scroll.  



Faithful Transmission 

• 11. If a single letter was so marred that it cannot 

be read at all, or resembles another letter 

(whether the defect is in the writing, or is due to a 

hole, tear or smudge), this invalidates the entire 

scroll.  

• 12. Each letter must be sufficiently legible so that 

even an ordinary schoolchild could distinguish it 

from other, similar letters.  

• 13. The scribe must put precise space between 

words, so that one word will not look like two 

words, or two words look like one word.  



Faithful Transmission 

• 14. The scribe must not alter the design of the 

sections, and must conform to particular line-

lengths and paragraph configurations.  

• 15. The ink must be of no other color than black, 

and it must be prepared according to a special 

recipe.  

• 16. He must reverently wipe his pen each time 

before writing the word for "God" (Elohim), and he 

must wash his whole body before writing the 

name "Jehovah" (LORD in KJV), lest the Holy 

Name be contaminated.  

 



Faithful Transmission 

• 17. Each Hebrew letter has a numerical value; 

each column when completed must be added up 

and be the exact numerical value as the scroll you 

were copying from. 

• 18. Each page must also add up numerically 

• 19. The revision (to correct any errors) of a roll 

must be made within thirty days after the work 

was finished; otherwise it was worthless.  

• 20. One mistake on a sheet condemned the entire 

sheet. If three mistakes were found on any page, 

the entire manuscript was condemned.  



Preserved 

• Critics favourite challenge: 

“you can‟t trust the Bible, it‟s been changed so 

many times” 

• 304,805 letters in the Torah 

• How many errors in 1900 years? 



Preserved 

“The fact is, that after all the trials and 

tribulations, communal dislocations and 

persecutions, only the Yemenite Torah 

scrolls contain any difference from the rest 

of world Jewry. For hundreds of years, the 

Yemenite community was not part of the 

global checking system, and a total of nine 

letter-differences are found in their scrolls. 

These are all spelling differences. In no case 

do they change the meaning of the word.” 

Aish HaTorah‟s Discovery Seminar 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

• Kings gives the total no. of stalls for the horses 

• Chronicles gives the no. of combined stalls that 

were able to accommodate horses AND chariots  

1 Kings 4:25-27 

2 Chronicles 9:25 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

• As an aside, 40,000 stalls for the kings 

horses is by no means improbable 

• The Philistines in the war of Michmash 

put into the field the incredible number of 

30,000 chariots and 6,000 horsemen,  

     - 1 Sam 13:5; 14:20 

 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

1 Kings 10:26 

• 1,400 Chariots 

• 12,000 Horsemen 



2 Chronicles 1:14 

Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

• 1,400 Chariots 

• 12,000 Horsemen 

• Spread across at least 3 locations 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

• If Solomon had 4 cities (inc. Jerusalem) 

– and 40,000 stalls for horses divided among them 

• Each city could house 10,000 stalls for horses 

& 1000 stalls for chariots at each city 

• Not enough for his entire „fleet‟ of 12,000 horsemen 

/horses and 1400 chariots at one site at one time, 

but enough to allow effective movement of his 

military 

• How many horses? 12,000 + 2 per chariot = 14,800  

– It is reasonable to assume he had „spare‟ horses, so to 

allow effective movement of his military, more stalls 

than horses/chariots required 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

 

You must have more „docking 

stations‟ (Stalls) than bikes, or 

you could never park at your 

destination! 



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

• If there were one horse on reserve (a spare) per 

every horse on duty, that would already be 29,600 

horses.  Hence, 40,000 stalls would have been a 

reasonable number to accommodate this many 

horses. 

• Chariots of that era would typically be pulled by four 

horses 

• “For a country to gain her ends by force she must be 

strong. For a country to gain her ends by diplomacy 

she must be twice as strong”. Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf 

 

 



Solomon‟s Stables 

 



Solomon‟s Stables 

• Megiddo‟s foremost mission in the Israelite 

period was to train horses for battle. 

• It‟s said in First Kings chapter 9, verse 15, 

that Solomon built the cities of Hatzor, 

Gezer and Megiddo, these may well have 

been used as chariot cities.  



Stalls, Horses & Chariots! 

• One final thought… 

• Solomon may have used 10 horses per chariot 

• Thus if 1400 chariots… 

• 14000 horses to pull them… 

• + 12,000 Horsemen 

• = 26,000 horses needed (excluding „spares‟) 

• This may account for the exact multiple of Stalls 

for horses being 10x that for chariots!? 

 



1 Kings 4:28-29 

Chapter 4 

• “Largeness of heart” is from a Hebrew term 

meaning breadth of mind. His understanding was 

vast; today he might be described as a man of 

encyclopedic knowledge” – Chuck Missler 



1 Kings 4:30-31 

Chapter 4 



1 Kings 4:32-34 

Chapter 4 
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