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Setting The Scene 

• Around 60 years since the dividing of the 

kingdom  

• Israel has now seen 7 kings come and go… 

• …each getting successively worse 

• Ahab (son of Omri) is now the 8th king 

• Of Omri is was said: “But Omri wrought evil in 

the eyes of the LORD, and did worse than all that 

were before him” 1 Kings 16:25 

• The ‘Golden calves’ (representing God) 

have now been replaced with idol worship 



1 Kings 17:1 



Elijah 

• Elijah the Tishbite… 
– Tishba: a town in northern Israel? 

– From the area of Gilead around Galilee  

• His name means ‘Yahweh is my God’ 
– Indicates Godly parents 

• He is the major character in Kings 
– More so than Solomon 

• Mentioned more in the NT than any other 

prophet  
– not quoted – he didn’t write anything! 

– He is a prophet, but not predictive 



Elijah 

• Eight recorded miracles:  

1.Stopping the rain for 3 ½ years 

2.Being fed by ravens twice a day 

3.The grain and oil multiplying 

4.Raising the widows son 

5.Calling fire down from heaven 

6.Starting the rain again 

7.Running for 30 miles 

8.Supernaturally sustained for 40 day/night 



Elijah 

• His is unique in many ways 

– First to stop the rain, call down fire from 

heaven & raise the dead 

– He does not die, but taken alive to heaven 

– Is the personification of ‘the prophets’ 

– He appeared at the Mt of Transfiguration 

– He will return before the 2nd Coming 

– Is seems to be 1 of the 2 Witnesses in Rev 11  

• His is not unique in that he is just an 

ordinary man! 



An Ordinary Man 

James 5:17-18 

• When did he start to pray? 

• Why did he start to pray? 

– Convicted by God’s word 



1 Kings 19:13-14 

An Ordinary Man 



1 Kings 17:1 

• Psalm 39:3 “My heart was hot within me, 

while I was musing the fire burned: then 

spake I with my tongue” 
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Deuteronomy 11:8-17 

Blessing or Curse 

• Deuteronomy 28:23 adds that  “thy heaven 

that is over thy head shall be brass” 



The Power of Prayer 

• Elijah was on his own… 

• No one to support, no one to encourage 

• He was just one man 

– What difference could he make? 

• How could he change the course of his 

nation? 

• What effect could he have on the politics 

of his day? 

• None, until God calls him to PRAY! 
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1 Kings 17:3-4 

• Cherith means cutting, or separation 

• Lit. ‘whittling’  



1 Kings 17:5-6 



1 Kings 17:7-9 

• Zaraphath means ‘Crucible’ 

• „The etymology of the name indicates that 

it was a place for smelting metals‟ (JFB) 



Proverbs 17:3 

God’s Crucible 



God’s Crucible 

1 Peter 1:6-7 
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1 Kings 17:14-16 
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1 Kings 17:20-22 



1 Kings 17:23-24 

• Down in Israel Jezebel is killing the prophets 

of the LORD 

• Meanwhile, in ‘Baal country’ a revival breaks 

out in Zaraphath 



 


