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ÅPaul contends that a specific historical 

event is the basis of Christianity 

ÅIf that event is not true, Christianity is not 

true! 

ÅChristianity is not based on Christôs 

teaching, character, or the numerous 

miracles in His life... 

Å...but on an event in a garden 2000y ago 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 



 ñEverything that Jesus Christ taught, lived 

and died for depended upon His resurrectionò  

 

               ï Josh McDowell  

             Author of Evidence That Demands a Verdict 



ñ1 Corinthians fixes belief in the historical 

resurrection of Jesus as the indispensable 

basis of salvationò 

 

ï B. L. Shelley,  

Church history in plain language  



"All but four of the major world religions are 

based on mere philosophical propositions. Of 

the four that are based on personalities 

rather than a philosophical system, only 

Christianity claims an empty tomb for it's 

founder. Abraham, the founder of Judaism, 

died about 1900 BC but no resurrection was 

ever claimed for him. 



The original accounts of Buddha never 

ascribe to him any such thing as resurrection; 

in fact, in the earliest accounts of his death, 

we read that when Buddha died it was "with 

that utter passing away in which nothing 

whatever remains behindò. 



Mohammed died, June 8th 632AD at the age 

of 61, in the city of Medina where his tomb is 

visited annually by thousands of devout 

Muslims. All the millions of Jews, Muslims 

and Buddhists agree that their founders have 

never come up out of the dust of the earth in 

resurrection."  

               ï Josh McDowell  

             Author of Evidence That Demands a Verdict 



ñWhere you stand with regard to the fact of 

the Resurrection is, in my eyes, no longer 

Christian theology. To me Christianity stands 

of falls with the Resurrectionò 
 

ï Theodosus Harnack:  

Josh McDowell,  

Evidence That Demands a Verdict 



Evidence for the Resurrection 

ÅThe testimony of history 

ÅJesus own testimony 

ÅHistory before it happens 

ÅEye-witness accounts 

ÅThe testimony of the Roman guards 

ÅThe testimony of Pilate 

ÅThe transformation of the disciples 

ÅThe witness of the someone who has 

actually met the risen Jesus 



 Lord Lyndhurst (1772-1863), recognised as 

one of the greatest legal minds in British 

history wrote:  

 ñI know pretty well what evidence is; and I tell 

you, such evidence as that for the 

Resurrection has never broken down yet.ò 
 



 ñAfter more than 700 hours of studying this 
subject, and thoroughly investigating its 

foundation, I have come to the conclusion that 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the 

most wicked, vicious, heartless hoaxes ever 

foisted upon the minds of men, or it is the 

most fantastic fact of historyò 

                                                                                  ï Josh McDowell 

 "Professor McDowell, why can't you intellectually refute Christianity?"  

 "For a very simple reason. I am not able to explain away an event in 

history - the resurrection of Jesus Christ" 

 

 



 ñAs a lawyer I have made a prolonged study 

of the evidence for the events of the first 

Easter Day. To me the evidence is 

conclusive, and over and over again in the 

High Court I have secured the verdict on 

evidence not nearly so compelling. Inference 

follows on evidence, and a truthful witness is 

always artless and distains effect. The 

Gospel evidence for the resurrection is of this 

class, and as a lawyer I accept it 

unreservedly as the testimony of truthful men 

to facts they were able to substantiateò  

      ï Sir Edward Clarke: 



ñHistory records that two young men, Gilbert 

West and Lord Lyttleton, went up to Oxford. 

They were friends of Dr. Johnson and 

Alexander Pope, in the swim of society.  

They were determined to attack the very basis 

of the Christian faith.  

 

So Lyttleton settled down to prove that Saul of 

Tarsus was never converted to Christianity, 

and West to demonstrate that Jesus never 

rose from the tombò 

  



ñSome time later, they met to discuss their 

findings. Both were a little sheepish. For they 

had both come to similar and disturbing 

conclusions. Lyttleton found, on examination, 

that Saul of Tarsus did become a radically new 

man through his conversation to Christianity, 

and West found that the evidence pointed 

unmistakably to the fact that Jesus did rise 

from the dead. 
  
   ï Observations on the History and Evidence  

   of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ ï  

           Published 1747 

  



Evidence for the Resurrection 

ÅThe testimony of history 

ÅJesus own testimony 

ÅHistory before it happens 

ÅEye-witness accounts 

ÅThe testimony of the Roman guards 

ÅThe testimony of Pilate 

ÅThe transformation of the disciples 

ÅThe witness of the someone who has 

actually met the risen Jesus 



Matthew 16:15-20 

Caesarea Philippi Caesarea Philippi 
c.Autumn/Winter  A.D. 31 c.Autumn/Winter  A.D. 31 



Matthew 16:21 

The Countdown Begins The Countdown Begins 



Matt 17:22-23 

At Galilee...  At Galilee...  



The Gospel of 

John 

The Gospel of 

John 

Chapter 11 



The Final Straw! 

ÅThe countdown had begun 

ÅJesus comes near Jerusalem... 

ÅWhat was the event that had brought 

Him there? 

ÅHis compassion for one who was dead 

and buriedé 

Åéand to declare Himself as the 

Resurrection and the Life 



 John 11:18-26 



 John 11:23-26 



 John 11:41-43 



 John 11:44 



 John 11:45-47 



 John 11:48 

ÅMajor underlying issue: 

ÅThis could lead to an uprising against Rome 

ī This was what the Messiah was to do! 



 John 11:49-50 

ÅThis on its own totally undermines the view held 
by Muslims that óit wasnôt Jesus who died on the 
crossô  



 John 11:51-52 



 John 11:53-54 

ÅThe decision is made, now itôs about timing 

ÅBecause the timing is key, Jesus withdraws 
Himself to the surrounding area 



The Ultimate Sacrifice 

ÅUltimately, the raising of Lazarus 

directly led to the crucifixion of Jesus.  

ÅFor Lazarus to be raised to new life, 

Jesus would have to die.  

 



Evidence for the Resurrection 

ÅThe testimony of history 

ÅJesus own testimony 

ÅHistory before it happens 

ÅEye-witness accounts 

ÅThe testimony of the Roman guards 

ÅThe testimony of Pilate 

ÅThe transformation of the disciples 

ÅThe witness of the someone who has 

actually met the risen Jesus 



History Before it Happens 

ÅThe model of Abraham & Isaac 

ÅThe model of Jonah (3 days & 3 nights) 

ÅThe model hidden in the feasts 































1 Corinthians 15:1-4 



Evidence for the Resurrection 

ÅThe testimony of history 

ÅJesus own testimony 

ÅHistory before it happens 

ÅEye-witness accounts 

ÅThe testimony of the Roman guards 

ÅThe testimony of Pilate 

ÅThe transformation of the disciples 

ÅThe witness of the someone who has 

actually met the risen Jesus 



The Gospel of 

Matthew 

 
Chapter 27 
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Chapter 27 



Matthew 27:50 

ÅJesus was on the cross for 6 hours 

 



Matthew 27:51 

ÅJosephus tells us that it was 60 ft. high     

and 30 ft. wide 

ÅIt was woven, he says, ñas thick as the 

span of a manôs handò  

ÅEstimated weight was around 5 tons 

ÅJosephus  says that horses tied to each 

side couldnôt pull it apart 



Matthew 27:51 

ÅThis occurs at 3pm, just as the evening 

sacrifice would be commencing in the Temple 

ÅMany priests would have been officiating  

ïActs confirms that many priests come to faith 

ÅThe Talmud records an earthquake in 

Jerusalem c.40 years before the temple was 

destroyed, 

 



Matthew 27:52-53 

ÅIt would be impossible to write and 

circulate this if it did not happen 

ÅIf false, this would simply be discredited! 



ÅIt had been supernaturally dark on the 

earth for 3 hours 

Matthew 27:54 



Matthew 27:57-58 

ÅSome victims of crucifixion would last days  

ïThe longest recorded was 13 days 

ïThe shortest was 32 hours 

ÅTo fulfil prophecy not a bone of Jesus was 

broken 



Joseph of Arimathaea 

ÅThis man was notably wealthy 

ÅHe was held in very high regard 

ÅHe is called óhonourable counsellorô Mk 15:43 

ÅOnly 14 such men in the history of the 

nation! 

ÅHe & Nichodemus are granted Jesus body 

ÅThis very act would cause them to be 

óexcommunicatedô and lose their office 

ÅThey take Jesus, anoint Him, and put Him 

in Josephôs tomb 
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