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"Now no chastening for the present seems 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby". 
 
                     Hebrews 12:11 
 
 

Verse for the weak 
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Overview of the Book 
Historical 

ÅContinuation of the Torah 

ÅIntroduces Israel to the Land 

ÅThe bridge between the birth of the nation & the 

subsequent history  

ÅThe effects reverberate even to today 

Practical  

ÅAn instruction manual for spiritual warfare 

ÅTraining the church to be overcomers 

ÅDeuteronomy gives the ówhyô of obedience... 

ÅJoshua gives us the óhowô    

ÅThis book is about Victorious Christian Living 



Overview of the Book 
Joshua 1 

ÅIntroduction to Joshua and his divine commission  

Joshua 2 - 4 

ÅRahab and the two spies. Crossing the Jordan. Two 

sets of stones. 

Joshua 5 - 6 

ÅSpiritual preparation. Encounter with the Captain of 

the Lordôs Host. Conquest of Jericho. Jubilee year. 

Joshua 7 - 8 

ÅDefeat at Ai. Sin in the Camp. Victory. 



Overview of the Book 
Joshua 9 - 10 

ÅCovenant with Gibeon. Battle at Bethhoron. 

ÅThe Long Day of Joshua 

ÅCompletion of the Southern conquest. 

Joshua 11 - 12 

ÅNorthern Campaign. Joshuaôs military strategy 

Joshua 13 - 24 

ÅThe division of the land among the 12 tribes 



Models 
Joshua vs. Ephesians  

What Ephesians explains doctrinally, Joshua illustrates 

practically. 

  Joshua        Ephesians 

   Israel entering and           Church entering 

        possessing             and possessing 

 

  Earthly inheritance        Heavenly inheritance 

 

   Given to Abraham             Given in Christ 



Models 
Joshua vs. Ephesians  

What Ephesians explains doctrinally, Joshua illustrates 

practically. 

   Joshua Ephesians  

1) Predestined inheritance of a chosen 
people 

Gen 13:14,15 / Ex 
13:5  

Eph 1:3,4    

2) Way opened by a divinely appointed 
leader (nameΥ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέύ 

Josh 1:6 / Deut 31:7   Eph 1:18-22 

3) Gift of grace, received by faith 
(By law, Israel could never become entitled to Canaan) 

Josh 1:1,2  Eph 2:5-8 

4) Sphere of striking divine revelation 
ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƪƴƻǿΦΦΦέ 

Deut 28:10 
Josh 4:24 

Eph 3:8-10 

5) Joshua and Ephesians: scene of conflict!   Eph 6:12 



Joshua Revelation 
Å Joshua dispossessing the 

usurpers from the Land 

Å Yeshua dispossessing the 

usurpers from the Land 

Å 10 nations, 3 fall leaving 7 Å 10 nations, 3 fall leaving 7 

Å Joshua sends in two óspiesô Å Jesus sends in two witnesses 

Å Commander of the Army of the 

Lord fights the battle 
Å Jesus fights the battle 

Å 7 trumpets blown Å 7 trumpets blown 

Å óAdoni-Zedekô sets himself up as 

king of Jerusalem 

Å Anti-Christ sets himself up as 

ókingô of Jerusalem 

Å At the battle of Beth Horon ósigns in 

the Sun, Moon & Stars  

Å Rev 6:12 ósigns in the Sun, Moon & 

Stars  

Å The people hide themselves in 

caves to flee from Godôs wrath  

Å The people hide themselves in 

caves to flee from Godôs wrath 

Å The book ends with a covenant with 

God whoôd delivered them 

Å The book ends with a covenant 

with God whoôd delivered them 



Theme 
ÅCrossing over Jordan often used as idiom of death... 

ÅThus Jordan seen as a type of heaven. 

ÅBut... There are continual battles to be fought in 

Canaan! (not my idea of Heaven!!) 

ÅNot about life after death: life after ñbirthò! 

ÅHis goal: not just deliverance from Egypt, but to the 

Promised Land (Gen 14:13-17; Ex 3:7,8). 

ÅHebrews (3 & 4): ñinto His rest...ò 

ÅEphesians: seated ñin the heavenlies...ò 

ÅRomans 8:30:  

ÅPredestinedð> calledð> justifiedð> glorified     



Mystical 
ÅJoshua as a ñtypeò of Christ 

Å(ñTypeò is a foreshadowing or model of) 

ÅÅ Namesake: Ye-ho-shua = Jesus (Greek) 

ÅProphet: foretold Godôs plan 

ÅPriest (!): Mosesô minister (Ex 33:11) 

ÅKing: Commander of the Host (Israel) 

ÅÅ He came after Moses (John 1:17; Rom 8:3-4; 10:4-

5; Gal 3:23-25); ówhat Law could not do...ô 

ÅHe leads to victory (Rom 8:37; 2 Cor 1:10; 2:14); 

ÅHe is our advocate when we have suffered defeat; 

Cf. Josh 7:5-9 (1 John 2:1-2); 

ÅHe allots our inheritance (Eph 1:11, 14; 4:7-11) 
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Joshua 1:1-2 



Joshua 1:3-4 



Joshua 1:5-7 



Joshua 1:8-9 

ÅWhy such an exhortation to Joshua? 

ÅRemember who Joshua was to face 



Joshua 1:10-11 

ÅGod had promised them the Land 

ïóEvery place they put their footô 

ÅThe victory was already theirs  

ïThey simply had to claim it 

 

 



Gilgal 



Victory Assured 

  Romans 8:31 
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Chapter 2 



Joshua 2:1 

ÅWhy two? 

ïMaybe thinking back to 38 years earlier? 

ïTwo faithful men is better than a multitude  

ïTwo is the number of ówitnessô  

ïThese two witnesses give testimony to the ears 

that will hear 

 
 



Joshua 2:2-3 



The kingôs Anxiety  
Å5 miles from the Israeli camp to     

Jericho 

ÅThe cloud by day & pillar of fire       

clearly visible... 

ÅThe God of Israel was coming!  

ÅSodom & Gomorrah located just      

south of Jericho in the plains of              

the Dead Sea 

ÅThe king of Jericho would have known of 

the results of Godôs judgment!  

 

Jericho 



Joshua 2:5-6 



Rahab 

  Hebrews 11:31 



Rahab 

  James 2:24-25 



The (Earthly) Genealogy of Christ 

Abraham 

Isaac 

Jacob 

Judah 

Pharez 

Hezron 

Ram 

Amminadab 

Nahshon 

Salmon 

 Boaz 

 Obed 

 Jesse 

 David 

(Matthew Ch 1) 

Rahab 

Solomon 

Rehoboam 

Abijah 

Asa 

Jehoshaphat 

Jehoram 

Ahaziah* 

Joash* 

Amaziah* 

Uzziah 

Jotham 

Ahaz 

Hezekiah 

Manasseh 

Amon 

Josiah 

Jehoiakim* 

Jehoiachin* 

Salathiel** 

Zerubbabel 

Abiud 

Eliakim 

Azor 

Sadoc 

Achim 

Eliud 

Eleazar 

Matthan 

Jacob 

Joseph 



Rahab 

ÅGentile 

ÅSinner 

ÅNot part of the covenants & promises 

ÅJustified by faith 

ÅHer faith was accompanied by works 

ÅShe becomes a gentile bride and is 

joined to the commonwealth of Israel 



Joshua 2:23-24 
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Chapter 3 



ÅJoshua now instructs the people on how they are 

to cross the Jordan 

ÅThe Ark (the Law/Godôs Word) will go before them 

ÅThe people are not told to sharpen their swords, or 

prepare for battle, but simply to sanctify 

themselves  

Å Josh 3:4 

ÅWe do not know the way! 

ÅWe need keep the Word forever before us: 

ÅñThy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 

my pathò  Psalm 119:105 

 

Sanctification & Trust 



Joshua 3:12-13 

ÅñWaters never part until our feet get wet!ò 

 

 



Joshua 3:14-15 

ÅTwo months earlier or two months later and they 

could have waded across the Jordan! 

ÅWhy does God wait until the worst possible time 

to act? 

 



Thine Be The Glory 

  1 Cor 1:27-29 



Crossing The Jordan 

ÅThey were to keep their eyes on the Ark 

ïNot to be distracted by the floods or Jericho 

ÅAs the Ark went down into the depths to 

secure their passage... 

ïSo has Jesus secured a way through death 

ÅThe water was removed back to Adam 

ïSo our sin has been removed óeast to westô 

ÅThe Ark remained in the depths until all were 

across 

ïJesus has safely carried us: ónot lost oneô 

 



Victory Through Death 

ÅJust as the Ark went down into the Jordan... 

ÅSo did all the people 

ïThere at Calvary Jesus died: there he stood firm 

until everything that God the Father had 

commanded God the Son to say to his people was 

finished...But there is something more than that...  

The deepest, most real, and most wonderful 

meaning of Calvary is that not only did Jesus die 

there for my sins, but I died with Him and in Him.  

Without a real spiritual revelation to your heart of 

this, you will never be a victorious Christian. 

 



Victory Through Death 

ÅJust as the Ark went down into the Jordan... 

ÅSo did all the people 

ïNow, I imagine that many of you have visions of 

some great project that you are going to do for 

God, but you are always planning a scheme and 

thinking out a method by which you can win souls 

for Jesus.  Very good, but it is only second best.  

Godôs best for you is to die!  He has nothing for 

any of us, outside of Christ, except judgement and 

death; it must be óJesus onlyô!  The thing that God 

is calling on some people to do, people who want 

to do big things for him, is to die with Jesus.   

ïAlan Redpath ï Victorious Christian Living 

 



Psalm 116:15 

A Beautiful Death 



A Beautiful Death 

  Galatians 2:20 



A Beautiful Death 

ñThey that are Christôs have crucified the fleshòðit 

is going to cost the natural in you everything, not 

something. Jesus saidðIf any man will be My 

disciple, ñlet him deny himselfò i.e., his right to 

himself, and a man has to realise Who Jesus 

Christ is before he will do it. Beware of refusing to 

go to the funeral of your own independenceò 

 

ï  Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest,  
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Joshua 4:1-3 



Joshua 4:8-9 



Joshua 4:8-9 





Bethabara óhouse of passageô 

  John 1:28 

  Matthew 3:9 



Joshua 4:21-24 
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Joshua 5:1 



Joshua 5:2-3 

ÅThey were getting ready to face a powerful 

enemy! 

ÅThey needed to be on top physical form (?) 

ÅñGodôs delays are infinitely more profitable 

than our hasteò 



Preparation for Battle 

ÅThe rite of circumcision was an outward 

testimony to the fact that the land was to be 

possessed in the weakness of the flesh, through 

suffering, very often, of the body. It symbolised 

the  weakness and almost death, as it were, of 

everything that man can be, in order that the 

possession of the land should be given to them 

unmistakably in the sovereign grace of God.  

ïAlan Redpath, Victorious Christian Living 



Joshua 5:10 

ÅñThou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 

my head with oil; my cup runneth overò 
Psalms 23:5 



Passover 

ÅThe Passover had been ordained in Egypt 

as a memorial of their deliverance from 

slavery and bondage 

ÅIt had then been celebrated at the foot of 

Mt Sinai 

ÅBut then not again for 38 years! 

ÅNo uncircumcised person could eat of the 

Passover (cf Exodus 12:48) 



The Feast of Passover 
 Let me say to you with all the earnestness of 

my heart that there can never be any feasting 

on the Lord in your heart, any real worship of 

God, if there is disobedience to God in your life. 

If sometimes Sunday worship means little to 

you, and sometimes you never get anything out 

of your Bible, ask yourself if this is not because 

you have forfeited your right to blessing... But 

immediately the rite of circumcision was 

renewed they kept the Passover. The moment 

they obeyed, heaven opened and they feasted 

in fellowship with God                                                 

   - Alan Redpath, Victorious Christian Living  



Joshua 5:13-15 
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The Fall of Jericho 



Joshua 6:20-21 



The Historical Fall of Jericho 



The Historical Fall of Jericho 

ÅñThe destruction was complete. Walls and floors 

were blackened or reddened by fire, and every 

room was filled with fallen bricks, timbers, and 

household utensils; in most rooms the fallen 

debris was heavily burnt.ò 

 - Kathleen Kenyon (from her excavation report)  

 



Joshua 6:27 
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The Book of 

Joshua 
Chapter 7 

The Defeat at Ai  

& The Sin of Achan 



The Book of 

Joshua 

The Book of 

Joshua 

Chapter 8 



Joshua 8:1-2 

ÅGod takes Joshua back to basics 

ÅYour life in the Land is to be a life of continually 

trusting in God 

 

 



The Walk of Faith 

  2 Corinthians 5:7 



Numerical Superiority? 

ÅWhy was Joshua to now take all the army? 

ÅTo learn the lesson not to trivialise the battle 

ÅOur smallest foes can inflict the greatest harm 

ÅThat ólittle sinô that ódoesnôt matterô can cripple 

a soldier of God 

ÅóWe always fail in our strongest suitô  

ïCf. Peter draws his sword, then denies Jesus 

ïSamson: trusted in his own strength 



Joshua 8:30,32 



Signing of the Covenant 

 
Deuteronomy 27:2-3 

 

ñAnd it shall be on the day when ye shall pass 

over Jordan unto the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up 

great stones, and plaister them with plaister: 

 

And thou shalt write upon them all the words of 

this lawò 



The Agreement  

ÅThe requirements and expectations have 

now been set. (Deut Ch 5-26) 

ÅBoth ópartiesô know their obligations 

ïThey have avouched to walk in His ways and 

keep His statues  

ïGod has avouched to provide, protect and lift 

up the Nation 

ÅThe contract has been signed (Deut Ch27) 

ÅPenalties for breach of contract (Deut Ch28) 



   Mt Gerizim (Fruitful)                                                            Mt Ebal (barren) 

Shechem 

Blessings Curses 



Joshuaôs Altar on Ebal 

 



Joshuaôs Altar on Ebal 

 



Joshuaôs Altar on Ebal 



Joshuaôs Altar on Ebal 



Joshuaôs Altar on Ebal 
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The Book of 

Joshua 

Chapter 9 



The Battleground 

 ñAs Joshua began the conquest of the Promised 

Land, he faced three formidable enemies: 

Jericho, Ai, and the Gibeonites. These three 

enemies of Joshua represent the enemies of 

the Christian today. Jericho represents the 

world; Ai represents the flesh; and the 

Gibeonites represent the devil. 

 You will recall that Joshuaôs strategy was to first 

take Jericho, located right in the center of the 

land, then to take Ai which stood northeast of 

Jericho. To the south was an alliance of 

Gibeonitesò                 J. V. McGee  



The Battleground 

 ñAs you recall, Jericho represents the world. 

How do you overcome the world? By faith. Ai 

represents the flesh. How do you overcome the 

flesh? Not by fighting it, but by recognizing your 

weakness, confessing to God, and letting the 

Spirit of God get the victory. Remember that it 

was God who said, ñIôm going to give you Ai.ò 

 Now we have the third enemy, the Gibeonites, 

who represent for us the devil. Since Ephesians 

in the New Testament corresponds to the Book 

of Joshua in the Old Testament, we find an 

important parallel here:               J. V. McGee  



Our Subtle Foe 

  Ephesians 6:10-12 


