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'in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us'. 
 
                     Romans 8:37 
 
 

Verse for the weak 
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From the miracle of our origin to the mystery of our destiny  
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The 14 Judges of Israel 
ÅOthniel   Chapter 3:7-11 

ÅEhud   Chapter 3:12-30 

ÅShamgar  Chapter 3:31  

ÅDeborah   Chapter 4-5 

ÅGideon   Chapter 6:11-8:35  

ÅAbimelech  Chapter 9 

ÅTola   Chapter 10:1-2  

ÅJair   Chapter 10:3-5 

ÅJephthah  Chapter 11:1-12:7  

ÅIbzan   Chapter 12:8-10  

ÅElon   Chapter 12:11-12  

ÅAbdon   Chapter 12:13-15 

ÅSamson   Chapter 13-16 14th is Samuel 



Introduction to Judges 

ÅThe book covers 450 years following the conquest 
of Canaan  

ÅIt is a record of occasional deliverers rather than a 
succession of governors  

ÅThe author? Probably Samuel, written prior to the 
accessions of David 

ÅRecurring theme:   
ïñThere was no king in those daysé Everyone did what 
was right in their own eyesò    



The Cycle of Nations 

ÅFrom bondage to spiritual faith;  

ÅFrom spiritual faith to great courage;  

ÅFrom courage to freedom;  

ÅFrom freedom to abundance;  

ÅFrom abundance to complacency;  

ÅFrom complacency to apathy;  

ÅFrom apathy to dependency; 

ÅFrom dependency back to bondage  

ï                                                  Alexander Tyler, 1750 



Introduction to Judges 

ÅThe Book of Judges is the book of ñno king.ò  

ÅI Samuel is the book of ñmanôs kingò (Saul).  

ÅII Samuel is the book of ñGodôs kingò (David). 

ÅThe world today is living in the Book of Judges 

because there is no king in Israel.  

ïEveryone doing what seems right in their own eyes 

ÅNext on the agenda is ñthe worldôs kingò: the 

Antichrist.  

ÅThen Godôs King will appear, defeat His enemies, 

and establish His kingdom. 



Introduction to Judges 

The book consists of three divisions:  

ÅThe Preface,        Chapter 1:1- 3:6  

ÅThe Main Narrative,      Chapter 3:7-16:31.   

ÅThe Appendix,  
ïcontaining two detached narratives  Chapter 17  

                                                                   Chapter 18-21 

  

ÅñTo these may be added the Book of Ruth, 
containing another detached narrative, which 
anciently was included under the title of JUDGES, 
to which book the first verse shows that it properly 
belongsò.                Barnes 
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Judges 1:1-2 

 



Judges 1:8,18-19 



Judges 1:21 



Judges 1:28 

ÅñWhat a terrible moment, when we become 

strong, for it is then we are at our weakest. 

It is when we are weak and have no 

confidence in the flesh that we trust the 

LORD. In our weakness is His strengthò.  



Judges 1:29-32 



Judges 1:33-34 
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Judges 2:1-3 



An Enigma 

ÅWhat does the Golan Heights, Hebron, 

and the Gaza Strip have in common? 

ÅThey were the areas where Israel failed 

to exterminate the Rephaim. 

   Deuteronomy 20:16-18;  

   Joshua 15:14, et al. 



Territories remaining 

in dispute 

Jenin 

Nabulus 

Ramallah 

Gaza 

Jericho (Beth Yerah,  

   House of the Moon God) 

Golan 

Strongholds that  

Israel failed to defeat  

completely 

(Book of Judges) 

Jerusalem 



 

Judges 2:4-5 



 

Judges 2:7-9 



Judges 2:10-12 



Judges 2:13-15 







Judges 2:16-17 

ñThis I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the 

LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great 

is thy faithfulnessò.    -  Lamentations 3:21-23  

 



Judges 2:18-19 

ÅWho is your role model?  

ÅAre you an example for others? 



Judges 2:20-23 









490 years 
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Judges 3:7-8 



 Judges 3:9-11 



 Judges 3:12-14 



Judges 3:15-17 



Judges 3:28-30 



Judges 3:31 
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ÅDeborah, a prophetess and judge 

ÅBarak, becomes military leader  

Judges 4:1-2 



ÅThat which is left can still be dealt with  

Judges 4:24 
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Judges 5:1-2,31 
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Chapter 6 



ÅRef: Deuteronomy 28:3 

Judges 6:1,3-4 



 

Judges 6:7-9 



ÅThe LORD sees us as we can be, not as we are! 

Judges 6:10-12 



Mighty Man of Valour 

ÅMighty man of valour? 

ÅGideon is hiding from the Midianites 

ÅGod calls the things that are not as 

though they are 

ÅHe sees the end from the beginning 

 



Godôs Perspective 

Philippians 1:6 



ÅWe question God when we donôt know His Word 

ÅPeople are quick to blame God for their failures 

ïRef Genesis 3:12 

Judges 6:13 



Gideonôs Questions 

ÅGideon was mindful of Israelôs predicament 

ÅNo doubt he had sought the Lord 

ÅHe wanted God to raise up a deliverer  

 

ÅNow God comes and says ñIôve heard your prayer, 
Iôve chosen you to be my man of the hourò 

ÅDo we believe that God can use ordinary people in 
extraordinary ways? 

ÅWhat about you? 



Gideonôs Objection 

ÅI believe you can use other people, but you canôt 

possibly use me! 

ÅLeast of the tribes in Israel 

ÅLeast of the families in the tribe 

ÅLeast in this house 

ÅNothing to offer 

ÅNo previous experience, not the natural choice 

ÅñHave I not sent theeò 



Judges 6:16 

   ñI will be with theeò 

 

   ñIf God is the God we know Him to be    
when weôre closest to Him, what an 
impertinence worry isò  ï Oswald Chambers 

 



Judges 6:33 


