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'in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us'. 
 
                     Romans 8:37 
 
 

Verse for the weak 
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From the miracle of our origin to the mystery of our destiny 
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The 14 Judges of Israel 
• Othniel   Chapter 3:7-11 

• Ehud   Chapter 3:12-30 

• Shamgar  Chapter 3:31  

• Deborah   Chapter 4-5 

• Gideon   Chapter 6:11-8:35  

• Abimelech  Chapter 9 

• Tola   Chapter 10:1-2  

• Jair   Chapter 10:3-5 

• Jephthah  Chapter 11:1-12:7  

• Ibzan   Chapter 12:8-10  

• Elon   Chapter 12:11-12  

• Abdon   Chapter 12:13-15 

• Samson   Chapter 13-16 14th is Samuel 



Introduction to Judges 

• The book covers 450 years following the conquest 
of Canaan  

• It is a record of occasional deliverers rather than a 
succession of governors  

• The author? Probably Samuel, written prior to the 
accessions of David 

• Recurring theme:   
– “There was no king in those days… Everyone did what 

was right in their own eyes”    



The Cycle of Nations 

• From bondage to spiritual faith;  

• From spiritual faith to great courage;  

• From courage to freedom;  

• From freedom to abundance;  

• From abundance to complacency;  

• From complacency to apathy;  

• From apathy to dependency; 

• From dependency back to bondage  

–                                                   Alexander Tyler, 1750 



Introduction to Judges 

• The Book of Judges is the book of “no king.”  

• I Samuel is the book of “man‟s king” (Saul).  

• II Samuel is the book of “God‟s king” (David). 

• The world today is living in the Book of Judges 

because there is no king in Israel.  

– Everyone doing what seems right in their own eyes 

• Next on the agenda is “the world‟s king”: the 

Antichrist.  

• Then God‟s King will appear, defeat His enemies, 

and establish His kingdom. 



Introduction to Judges 

The book consists of three divisions:  

• The Preface,        Chapter 1:1- 3:6  

• The Main Narrative,      Chapter 3:7-16:31.   

• The Appendix,  
– containing two detached narratives  Chapter 17  

                                                                   Chapter 18-21 

  

• “To these may be added the Book of Ruth, 
containing another detached narrative, which 
anciently was included under the title of JUDGES, 
to which book the first verse shows that it properly 
belongs”.                Barnes 
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Judges 1:1-2 

 



Judges 1:8,18-19 



Judges 1:21 



Judges 1:28 

• “What a terrible moment, when we become 

strong, for it is then we are at our weakest. 

It is when we are weak and have no 

confidence in the flesh that we trust the 

LORD. In our weakness is His strength”.  



Judges 1:29-32 



Judges 1:33-34 
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Chapter 2 



Judges 2:1-3 



An Enigma 

• What does the Golan Heights, Hebron, 

and the Gaza Strip have in common? 

• They were the areas where Israel failed 

to exterminate the Rephaim. 

   Deuteronomy 20:16-18;  

   Joshua 15:14, et al. 



Territories remaining 

in dispute 

Jenin 

Nabulus 

Ramallah 

Gaza 

Jericho (Beth Yerah,  

   House of the Moon God) 

Golan 

Strongholds that  

Israel failed to defeat  

completely 

(Book of Judges) 

Jerusalem 



 

Judges 2:4-5 



 

Judges 2:7-9 



Judges 2:10-12 



Judges 2:13-15 







Judges 2:16-17 

“This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the 

LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great 

is thy faithfulness”.    -  Lamentations 3:21-23  

 



Judges 2:18-19 

• Who is your role model?  

• Are you an example for others? 



Judges 2:20-23 









490 years 

490 years 



490 years 

490 years 
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Judges 3:7-8 



 Judges 3:9-11 



 Judges 3:12-14 



Judges 3:15-17 



Judges 3:28-30 



Judges 3:31 
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Chapter 4 



• Deborah, a prophetess and judge 

• Barak, becomes military leader  

Judges 4:1-2 



• That which is left can still be dealt with  

Judges 4:24 
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Judges 5:1-2,31 
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Chapter 6 



• Ref: Deuteronomy 28:3 

Judges 6:1,3-4 



 

Judges 6:7-9 



• The LORD sees us as we can be, not as we are! 

Judges 6:10-12 



Mighty Man of Valour 

• Mighty man of valour? 

• Gideon is hiding from the Midianites 

• God calls the things that are not as 

though they are 

• He sees the end from the beginning 

 



God‟s Perspective 

Philippians 1:6 



• We question God when we don‟t know His Word 

• People are quick to blame God for their failures 

– Ref Genesis 3:12 

Judges 6:13 



Gideon‟s Questions 

• Gideon was mindful of Israel‟s predicament 

• No doubt he had sought the Lord 

• He wanted God to raise up a deliverer  

 

• Now God comes and says “I‟ve heard your prayer, 
I‟ve chosen you to be my man of the hour” 

• Do we believe that God can use ordinary people in 
extraordinary ways? 

• What about you? 



Gideon‟s Objection 

• I believe you can use other people, but you can‟t 

possibly use me! 

• Least of the tribes in Israel 

• Least of the families in the tribe 

• Least in this house 

• Nothing to offer 

• No previous experience, not the natural choice 

• “Have I not sent thee” 



Judges 6:16 

   “I will be with thee” 

 

   “If God is the God we know Him to be    
when we‟re closest to Him, what an 
impertinence worry is”  – Oswald Chambers 

 



Judges 6:33 
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The Book of 

Judges 

Chapter 7 

A Numbers Problem? 

 



Gideon‟s Army 

• From 32,000 God sends home 22,000 

• He is left with just 10,000  

• Gideon is now outnumbered 12:1 

• No doubt Gideon also feared 

• But he feared God more than the enemy 

• He didn‟t want to miss what God had for him 

• He had wanted to see the God of miracles… 

• Now he‟s about to see firsthand  



Gideon‟s Army 

• The 22,000 sent home because they were 
afraid… 

• Are the ones that God said would be proud 
and boastful after the victory 

• Fear & pride are two sides of the same coin 

• „I don‟t want to talk about Jesus because of 
what people might say about me‟  

• Perfect love casts out fear – 1 John 4:18 

• If we truly love God, we will be more 
concerned about His name than ours 



Gideon‟s Army 

• God has Gideon now divide the army 

• Two groups: 

• Those who lap as dogs    
 – watching (bringing the water to their mouths) 

• Those who get on their knees   
 – burying their heads 

• Gideon must be thinking: „I hope God‟s not 
going to say what I think He‟s going to say‟ 



Judges 7:6-7 



Gideon‟s Army 

• The first group left of their own free will  

 – their eyes were on the Midianites, not on God 

• The second group need to be sent away  

 – they thought they were ready but we not  

  

G Campbell Morgan: 

„These were people that spend unnecessary 
time with necessary things‟   



Gideon‟s Army 

• With an army of just 300, they are now 
outnumbered 400:1! 

• All self-sufficiency is now gone 

• Everything has been stripped away 

• This is where God wants to get us 

• Either God comes through… 

• Or there is no tomorrow! 

• „We have no other options‟ 



God‟s Victory 

• The LORD won the battle  

• How was the battle won? 

• By the light shining from the broken vessels 

• The army were solely dependant on God 

• They had no other options 

• They had been set apart for God to use 

• This is the will of God for you and me 



• Fearful & Afraid           – 22,000   

• Focus on the necessary     – 9,700     

• Stepped out in faith     = just 300  

Q. Did any of the 32,000 benefit less? 

• They were all saved 

• They all benefited from the victory 

• But only the 300 were used by God  

The Opportunity 
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Internal Wrangling's 

 



 

Judges 8:1-2 



Judges 7:28-31 



Judges 7:33-35 
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Gideon‟s Legacy 
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Judges 10:1-3 



Judges 10:6-7 
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Judges 11:1-2 



 

Judges 11:30-31 
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• No commitment? No Reward! 

Judges 12:1-2 



 

Judges 12:7-9 



 

Judges 12:10-14 



 

Judges 12:15 
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Judges 13:1-3 



• Samuel would complete this task  

Judges 13:4-5 



• How should we instruct our children so that 

they bring glory to the LORD? 

• Bring them up in the fear and knowledge of 

the LORD 

• Teach them scripture from a child (Ref Timothy)  

Judges 13:12 



• The secret of Samson‟s strength… 

• The Spirit of the LORD 

Judges 13:24-25 
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Judges 14:1-2 
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Judges 15:1 



Judges 15:4-5,20 
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Judges 16:15-16 



• Missed opportunity to witness! 

• If the Spirit of God leave him he would 

become like any other man! 

Judges 16:17 
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Judges 17:1,6,7 



• His place was serving the LORD! 

• Have we forgotten our calling? 

• We also have been separated for service 

 

Judges 17:9-10 



• Have we got our necklace, key-chain, 

fridge magnet, welcome mat? 

• Do we have Christian plaques, outline 

of a fish on our car? 

• Do we attend church regularly? 

• What about the inside of our lives? 

• What is the condition of our hearts?  

Judges 17:13 
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• They had not possessed all that God 

had given them… 

• Yet they were „not content‟ with their lot 

• “And the coast of the children of Dan 

went out too little for them” Joshua 19:47 

Judges 18:1 



The   

Tribe of 

Dan 
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Judges 19:1-2 



Judges 19:20-22 



Judges 19:23-24 



 
Judges 19:25-26 



 

Judges 19:27-28 



 

Judges 19:29-30 
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• Israel request that Benjamin give up the 

culprits. 

• Benjamin refuse and arm themselves  

• Israel then go to war against Benjamin 

Judges 20:1 



 

Judges 20:46-48 
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Judges 21:1-3 



 

Judges 21:5-6 



 

Judges 21:7-9 



Judges 21:10-12 



Judges 21:25 
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