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Pre Exile History 























The 1st Book of  

Kings 



1 Kings 1 

• David is now old  

• Adonijah appoints himself to be king 

– Supported by Joab 

• Nathan & Bathsheba (fearing for theirs 

and Solomon‟s life) petition David 

• David then appoints Solomon as king 

– He rides David‟s mule through Jerusalem 

• Adonijah‟s supporters flee, he is spared 

 



1 Kings 2 

• Solomon is charged by David regarding 

his primary responsibility: 

– Be strong 

– Walk in God‟s ways 

1 Kings 2:3 



1 Kings 2 

• Solomon is also charged by David with 

some „housekeeping‟ tasks 

– Deal with Joab 

• Guilty of the murder of Abner 

• Now also guilty of treason 

– Show kindness to Barzillai 

• Who blessed and supported David when he fled 

from Absalom  

– Deal with Shimei 

• Who cursed David when he fled from Absalom 

 



1 Kings 2 

• Adonijah then commits treason and is put 

to death 

• Abiathar (priest) is removed from office 

– To “fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake 

concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh” 1 Kings 2:27 

• Joab is also killed for his act of treason 

• Shimei is put under house arrest in 

Jerusalem, but later leaves and is put to 

death 

• Finally the kingdom is established    



1 Kings 3 

Solomon‟s first mistake 

• Moses warned that any king should not:  

– multiply horses to himself, 

– nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the 

end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch 

as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall 

henceforth return no more that way.  

– Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that 

his heart turn not away:  

– neither shall he greatly multiply to himself 

silver and gold.            Deuteronomy 17:14-20 



1 Kings 3 

• Solomon made an alliance with the king of 

Egypt and took Pharaoh‟s daughter as his 

wife. 

• Nevertheless:  

– “Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the 

statutes of David his father”   1 Kings 3:3 

 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



• David desired to build a „house for God‟ 
– 2 Samuel 7  

• God said to David was not to build it 

himself, but his son would do it 

• Solomon now begins the work  
– He obtains Cedars from Lebanon 

• David had a close relationship with Hiram 

– Solomon has a workforce of 183,300 
• 30,000 men (10,000 per/month shift) 

• 70,000 carriers  

• 80,000 hewers in the mountains 

• 3,300 supervisors 

 

The Temple – 1 Kings 5-7 



The Temple 











Hidden Design? 

• Our personal architecture? 

• Created in His image? 



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 “Christ Himself is the builder of His spiritual 

temple, and He has built it on the mountains 

of His unchangeable affection, His 

omnipotent grace, and His infallible 

truthfulness. But as it was in Solomon's 

temple, so in this; the materials need making 

ready”.  



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 “There are the 'Cedars of Lebanon,' but they 

are not framed for the building; they are not 

cut down, and shaped, and made into those 

planks of cedar, whose odoriferous beauty 

shall make glad the courts of the Lord's 

house in Paradise. There are also the rough 

stones still in the quarry, they must be hewn 

thence, and squared. All this is Christ's own 

work” 



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 “Each individual believer is being prepared, 

and polished, and made ready for his place 

in the temple; but Christ's own hand 

performs the preparation-work. Afflictions 

cannot sanctify, excepting as they are used 

by Him to this end. Our prayers and efforts 

cannot make us ready for heaven, apart 

from the hand of Jesus, who fashioneth our 

hearts aright” 



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 “As in the building of Solomon's temple, 

'there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any 

tool of iron, heard in the house,' because all 

was brought perfectly ready for the exact 

spot it was to occupy-so is it with the temple 

which Jesus builds; the making ready is all 

done on earth”  

– Charles H Spurgeon 



Numerical Difficulties? 

1 Kings 7:23 



The Molten Sea 

5 Cubits 

Circumference = 30 Cubits? 

Diameter = 10 Cubits 

• Circumference = π x Diameter 
• 3.14159265358979 x 10 Cubits 



Misspelling? 



Misspelling? 

• The incorrect spelling has a letter „heh‟ 

• Often seen as the breath of God 

– Abra[h]am  /  Sara[h] 









• 111/106 x 3 

= 3.14159265358979   (!!!) 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 

• These words are quoted by Daniel in 

captivity in Babylon (Dan ch9) 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 

• The best book on prayer? 

• The Word of God! 

• Solomon appeals to God‟s covenant, 

faithfulness, character, sovereignty, obligation 
– “Thy people”  x12     “Thy servant” x9       



Royal Visitation - 1 Kings 10 

• The Queen of Sheba comes to Jerusalem 

on account of the fame of Solomon 

• He is tested with questions 

1 Kings 10:6-7 



1 Kings 11 

• “But king Solomon loved many strange 

women…” v1 

• Solomon had 700 wives + 300 concubines  

• “And Solomon did evil in the sight of the 

LORD” v6 

• As a result the LORD declares He will 

„rend‟ the kingdom from Solomon 

• Just Judah will be left for David‟s posterity 

(+ Benjamin) 

 



The History of Israel & Judah 

Saul 

David 

Solomon 

Rehoboam Jeroboam 
(Judah) (Israel) 

(c.985 B.C.) 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel / 1 Chronicles 

1 Kings / 2 Chronicles 

1 & 2 Kings  

2 Chronicles  



Israel  

Judah   

(Ten Tribes) 

Jeroboam 

(Two Tribes) 

Rehoboam 

The Northern Kingdom 

The Southern Kingdom 



Jeroboam's Folly 

• God grants Jeroboam sovereignty over 10 

tribes 

• Fearful that the people would return to 

Rehoboam, Jeroboam sets up centres of 

worship in Dan and Bethel 

– These become centres of idolatry  

• He appoints the „lowest of the people‟ as 

priests  

• God sends a prophet to warn Jeroboam  



10 Lost Tribes Myth 

• The godly „up north‟ travel to Rehoboam in 

the south – 2 Chron 11 

• The idol worshipers in the south go up to 

Jeroboam in the north. 

• All 12 tribes are evident in post-exile records 

– Ezra, Nehemiah, et al 

• New Testament confirmations 

– Anna (Asher), Paul (Acts 26:7),  

– James writes to the 12 tribes, Rev 7,12,21 

 



The History of the Kings of Israel 
Jeroboam 22y 

(c.985 B.C.) 

Nadab 2y 

Baasha 24y 

Elah 2y 

Zimri 1wk 

Tibni  

Ahab 22y 

Ahaziah 2y  

Jehoram 12y 

Jehu 28y 

Omri 12y  

Jehoahaz 17y 

Joash 16y 

Jeroboam 64y 

Zachariah 6mth 

Shallum 1mth 

Menahem10y 

Pekahiah 2y 

Pekah 20y 

Hoshea 9y 
(722 B.C.) 

Hosea / Amos 

Elijah 

Elisha 

Elisha 



The History of the Kings Judah 

Rehoboam 17y 

Abijam 3y 

Asa 41y 

Jehoshaphat 25y 

Jehoram 8y 

Ahaziah 1y 

Q. Athaliah 6y 

Jehoash 40y 

Amaziah 29y 

 (Uzziah) Azariah 52y 

Jotham 16y 

Ahaz 16y 

Hezekiah 29y 

Manasseh 55y 

Amon 2y 

Josiah 31y  

Jehoahaz 3mts 

(Eliakim) Jehoiakim 11y 

Jehoiachin 3mts 

Zedekiah 11y 

Israel go into captivity  (722 B.C.) 

(587 B.C.) 

(606 B.C.) 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Isaiah 

Hosea 

Hosea 
Amos 

Micah 

Zephaniah 

(c.985 B.C.) 









The 2nd Book of  

Kings 





Elisha 

• Elisha became Elijah‟s disciple 

– Elijah did 8 specific miracles 

– Raptured 

– Prophesied to return  Mal 4:5 / Rev 11 

• Elisha requests a „double portion‟  2 Kings 2:9 

• Elijah grants this request if he sees him go 

• Elisha follows faithfully & receives this 

anointing… 

• …and does 16 miracles  



Naaman Cleansed 

• Gentile leper (idiom of sin)             2 Kings 5 

• Proud and unwilling to submit to God 

• Eventually humbles himself & is „baptised‟ 

(dying to self) 

• Raised to new life 

• Now in the world but not of it 

• His real home is no longer this world 

• Daily challenges faced (before unbelieving 

gentiles) but not giving in to compromise 



















2 Kings 17:22-23 

The Fall of Israel 



The Fall of Israel 

• 722 B.C. Israel is conquered by Assyria 

• The people are taken away captive 

• The king of Assyria fills the land with 

migrants  

• The land becomes overrun with lions 

• A „priest‟ is sent back to teach the customs 

to the new inhabitants (Samaritans) 

• They form a hybrid religion  

• Subsequently rejected by the „Jews‟  

 



2 Kings 17:24 

Birth of the Samaritans  



2 Kings 17:25-26 

Lion Invasion 



British Museum - London 













The Final Kings of Judah 
Josiah 

Jehoahaz 
Jehoiakim 

Died in battle against Pharaoh Necho  

Reigned 3 months 

Taken to Egypt by Pharaoh Necho  
Reigned 11 years  

3rd yr (606 B.C.) 

Nebuchadnezzar 

1st Siege  

Jehoiachin 
(Jeconiah) 

Blood Curse: Jer 22:30 

Reigned 3 months  

Taken to Babylon 

Zedekiah 
Appointed by Nebuchadnezzar  

Reigned 11 years  

Finally taken captive in final siege 

587 B.C.  



Numerical Difficulties? 

2 Kings 24:8 



Numerical Difficulties? 

2 Chronicles 36:9 



Numerical Difficulties? 

 “Jehoiachin, was eighteen years old when 

he ascended the throne (the eight years 

of the Chronicles are a slip of the pen)” 

– Keil & Delitzsch 



Numerical Difficulties? 

 [Jehoiachin was eighteen years old] He is called 

Jeconiah, 1 Chron 3:16, and Coniah, Jer 22:24. In 

2 Chron 36:9, he is said to be only eight years of 

age, but this must be a mistake; for we find that, 

having reigned only three months, he was carried 

captive to Babylon, and there he had wives; and it 

is very improbable that a child between eight and 

nine years of age could have wives; and of such a 

tender age, it can scarcely be said that, as a king, 

he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 

The place in Chronicles must be corrupted” 

 -  Adam Clarke 



Numerical Difficulties? 

 Eighteen years old when he began to reign. 

At the age of eight his father took him into 

partnership in the government (2 Chron 

36:9). He began to reign alone at eighteen. 

  - Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown 

  
Proposed resolution: 

• Co-Regency?   

 



Numerical Difficulties? 

• What we do know: 

• Jehoiachin was 18 yrs old when he 

became king of Judah 

• He reigned 3mts 10days 

• Then king Nebuchadnezzar came & 

took him captive to Babylon 

• He was the first king of Judah to come 

to the throne as a vassal king 



Numerical Difficulties? 

2 Chronicles 36:9 

 Heb:  ּבן ben (bane) Lit: „a son‟  

 “Of literal and figurative relationship, including 

grandson, subject, nation, etc.,” 

 “Jehoiachin was 8 yrs a „son‟...” 

 “Jehoiachin was 8 yrs „subject‟ ...” 

 



The Final Kings of Judah 
Josiah 

Jehoahaz (3mts) 

Jehoiakim 

Died in battle against Pharaoh Necho  

Taken to Egypt by Pharaoh Necho  

1  

2  
3 
4  
5  
6  
7  
8  
9  

10  
11 

Appointed by Pharaoh Necho  2 Chron 36:4 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered  in 3rd year Daniel 1:1 

Reigned 11 years  2 Chron 36:5 

Served for 3 years 2 Kings 24:1 

Rebelled for 5 years 2 Kings 24:1 

608 

607 
606 

609  

Jehoiachin 3mts 11d. 

“Jehoiachin was 8 yrs „subject‟ ...” 



2 Kings 7:3-9 

 A Message For The King‟s 

Household 



2 Kings 7:3-4 



2 Kings 7:5-6 



2 Kings 7:7-8 



2 Kings 7:9 



2 Tim 4:1-4 

Preach The Word 



2 Tim 4:1-4 

Preach The Word 

The time has come…    
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