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The 1st Book of  

Kings 



1 Kings 1 

ÅDavid is now old  

ÅAdonijah appoints himself to be king 

ïSupported by Joab 

ÅNathan & Bathsheba (fearing for theirs 

and Solomonôs life) petition David 

ÅDavid then appoints Solomon as king 

ïHe rides Davidôs mule through Jerusalem 

ÅAdonijahôs supporters flee, he is spared 

 



1 Kings 2 

ÅSolomon is charged by David regarding 

his primary responsibility: 

ïBe strong 

ïWalk in Godôs ways 

1 Kings 2:3 



1 Kings 2 

ÅSolomon is also charged by David with 

some óhousekeepingô tasks 

ïDeal with Joab 

ÅGuilty of the murder of Abner 

ÅNow also guilty of treason 

ïShow kindness to Barzillai 

ÅWho blessed and supported David when he fled 

from Absalom  

ïDeal with Shimei 

ÅWho cursed David when he fled from Absalom 

 



1 Kings 2 

ÅAdonijah then commits treason and is put 

to death 

ÅAbiathar (priest) is removed from office 

ïTo ñfulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake 

concerning the house of Eli in Shilohò 1 Kings 2:27 

ÅJoab is also killed for his act of treason 

ÅShimei is put under house arrest in 

Jerusalem, but later leaves and is put to 

death 

ÅFinally the kingdom is established    



1 Kings 3 

Solomonôs first mistake 

ÅMoses warned that any king should not:  

ïmultiply horses to himself, 

ïnor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the 

end that he should multiply horses: forasmuch 

as the LORD hath said unto you, Ye shall 

henceforth return no more that way.  

ïNeither shall he multiply wives to himself, that 

his heart turn not away:  

ïneither shall he greatly multiply to himself 

silver and gold.            Deuteronomy 17:14-20 



1 Kings 3 

ÅSolomon made an alliance with the king of 

Egypt and took Pharaohôs daughter as his 

wife. 

ÅNevertheless:  

ïñSolomon loved the LORD, walking in the 

statutes of David his fatherò   1 Kings 3:3 

 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



1 Kings 3:5-14 



ÅDavid desired to build a óhouse for Godô 
ï2 Samuel 7  

ÅGod said to David was not to build it 

himself, but his son would do it 

ÅSolomon now begins the work  
ïHe obtains Cedars from Lebanon 
ÅDavid had a close relationship with Hiram 

ïSolomon has a workforce of 183,300 
Å30,000 men (10,000 per/month shift) 

Å70,000 carriers  

Å80,000 hewers in the mountains 

Å3,300 supervisors 

 

The Temple ï 1 Kings 5-7 



The Temple 











Hidden Design? 

ÅOur personal architecture? 

ÅCreated in His image? 



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 ñChrist Himself is the builder of His spiritual 

temple, and He has built it on the mountains 

of His unchangeable affection, His 

omnipotent grace, and His infallible 

truthfulness. But as it was in Solomon's 

temple, so in this; the materials need making 

readyò.  



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 ñThere are the 'Cedars of Lebanon,' but they 

are not framed for the building; they are not 

cut down, and shaped, and made into those 

planks of cedar, whose odoriferous beauty 

shall make glad the courts of the Lord's 

house in Paradise. There are also the rough 

stones still in the quarry, they must be hewn 

thence, and squared. All this is Christ's own 

workò 



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 ñEach individual believer is being prepared, 

and polished, and made ready for his place 

in the temple; but Christ's own hand 

performs the preparation-work. Afflictions 

cannot sanctify, excepting as they are used 

by Him to this end. Our prayers and efforts 

cannot make us ready for heaven, apart 

from the hand of Jesus, who fashioneth our 

hearts arightò 



 He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He 

shall bear the glory.'-Zechariah 6:13 
 

 ñAs in the building of Solomon's temple, 

'there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor any 

tool of iron, heard in the house,' because all 

was brought perfectly ready for the exact 

spot it was to occupy-so is it with the temple 

which Jesus builds; the making ready is all 

done on earthò  

ïCharles H Spurgeon 



Numerical Difficulties? 

1 Kings 7:23 



The Molten Sea 

5 Cubits 

Circumference = 30 Cubits? 

Diameter = 10 Cubits 

ÅCircumference =  ́x Diameter 
Å3.14159265358979 x 10 Cubits 



Misspelling? 



Misspelling? 

ÅThe incorrect spelling has a letter óhehô 

ÅOften seen as the breath of God 

ïAbra[h]am  /  Sara[h] 









Å111/106 x 3 

= 3.14159265358979   (!!!) 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 
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1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:12-40 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 

ÅThese words are quoted by Daniel in 

captivity in Babylon (Dan ch9) 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 



1 Kings 8:46-54 

 

ÅThe best book on prayer? 

ÅThe Word of God! 

ÅSolomon appeals to Godôs covenant, 

faithfulness, character, sovereignty, obligation 
ïñThy peopleò  x12     ñThy servantò x9       



Royal Visitation - 1 Kings 10 

ÅThe Queen of Sheba comes to Jerusalem 

on account of the fame of Solomon 

ÅHe is tested with questions 

1 Kings 10:6-7 



1 Kings 11 

ÅñBut king Solomon loved many strange 

womenéò v1 

ÅSolomon had 700 wives + 300 concubines  

ÅñAnd Solomon did evil in the sight of the 

LORDò v6 

ÅAs a result the LORD declares He will 

órendô the kingdom from Solomon 

ÅJust Judah will be left for Davidôs posterity 

(+ Benjamin) 

 



The History of Israel & Judah 

Saul 

David 

Solomon 

Rehoboam Jeroboam 
(Judah) (Israel) 

(c.985 B.C.) 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel / 1 Chronicles 

1 Kings / 2 Chronicles 

1 & 2 Kings  

2 Chronicles  



Israel  

Judah   

(Ten Tribes) 

Jeroboam 

(Two Tribes) 

Rehoboam 

The Northern Kingdom 

The Southern Kingdom 



Jeroboam's Folly 

ÅGod grants Jeroboam sovereignty over 10 

tribes 

ÅFearful that the people would return to 

Rehoboam, Jeroboam sets up centres of 

worship in Dan and Bethel 

ïThese become centres of idolatry  

ÅHe appoints the ólowest of the peopleô as 

priests  

ÅGod sends a prophet to warn Jeroboam  



10 Lost Tribes Myth 

ÅThe godly óup northô travel to Rehoboam in 

the south ï 2 Chron 11 

ÅThe idol worshipers in the south go up to 

Jeroboam in the north. 

ÅAll 12 tribes are evident in post-exile records 

ïEzra, Nehemiah, et al 

ÅNew Testament confirmations 

ïAnna (Asher), Paul (Acts 26:7),  

ïJames writes to the 12 tribes, Rev 7,12,21 

 



The History of the Kings of Israel 
Jeroboam 22y 

(c.985 B.C.) 

Nadab 2y 

Baasha 24y 

Elah 2y 

Zimri 1wk 

Tibni  

Ahab 22y 

Ahaziah 2y  

Jehoram 12y 

Jehu 28y 

Omri 12y  

Jehoahaz 17y 

Joash 16y 

Jeroboam 64y 

Zachariah 6mth 

Shallum 1mth 

Menahem10y 

Pekahiah 2y 

Pekah 20y 

Hoshea 9y 
(722 B.C.) 

Hosea / Amos 

Elijah 

Elisha 

Elisha 



The History of the Kings Judah 

Rehoboam 17y 

Abijam 3y 

Asa 41y 

Jehoshaphat 25y 

Jehoram 8y 

Ahaziah 1y 

Q. Athaliah 6y 

Jehoash 40y 

Amaziah 29y 

 (Uzziah) Azariah 52y 

Jotham 16y 

Ahaz 16y 

Hezekiah 29y 

Manasseh 55y 

Amon 2y 

Josiah 31y  

Jehoahaz 3mts 

(Eliakim) Jehoiakim 11y 

Jehoiachin 3mts 

Zedekiah 11y 

Israel go into captivity  (722 B.C.) 

(587 B.C.) 

(606 B.C.) 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Isaiah 

Hosea 

Hosea 
Amos 

Micah 

Zephaniah 

(c.985 B.C.) 









The 2nd Book of  

Kings 


