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History of the Times 

Medo-Persian Empire 

Greek Empire 

228 Years 

Ezra / Nehemiah / Esther       Haggai / Zechariah / Malachi 

Times of the Gentiles Luke 21:24 

History Prophetic 



The Sabbath for the Land 
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Sabbath Rest For The Land 

2 Chron 36:17-21 



Sabbath Rest For The Land 

2 Chron 36:17-21 



The Seventy Years  

ÅThere are two periods of 70 years 

ÅóThe servitude of the nationô  

ïSpecifically in regard to the PEOPLE 

ÅóThe desolations of Jerusalemô 

ïSpecifically in regard to the LAND 

  



The Servitude of the Nation 

Jeremiah 29:8-11 



The Servitude of the Nation 

Jeremiah 29:8-11 
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Å Servitude ends following the decree 

of Cyrus in summer of 537 B.C. 

- 20th July 537 B.C. (?)  

Å The interval is 25,200 days,  
- 70 years of 360 days each. 

(Cf. Jer 29:10 / 2 Chron 36:23) 

- 23rd July 606 B.C. (?) 

Å Nebuchadnezzar put Israel under  

  servitude with the 1st Siege of    

  Jerusalem in summer 606 B.C. 

Å Daniel deported to Babylon 

The Servitude of the Nation 



The Desolations of Jerusalem 

Jeremiah 25:8-11 

*  

Heb:`owlam i.e. the vanishing point; 

time out of mind 



The Desolations of Jerusalem 

Jeremiah 25:8-11 



Ezekiel 24:1-2 

The Desolations of Jerusalem 
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The Desolations of Jerusalem 

- 10th day of Tebeth, 587 BC (16th Aug 587 B.C.) 

Å At the very time the Babylonian army  

  was surrounding Jerusalem, Ezekiel, 

  hundreds of miles away in Babylon,   

  is told to record,  



The Desolations of Jerusalem 

Haggai 2:15-18 
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The Desolations of Jerusalem 
Å Haggai, nails the date they ended,  

- 24th day of Kislev, 518 BC (14th Aug 518 B.C.) 

Å The interval is 25,200 days,  
- 70 years of 360 days each. 

(Cf. 2 Kings 25:1; Jeremiah 52:4) 



Servitude / Desolations 

Servitude of 

the Nation 

Desolations of 

Jerusalem 

537 BC 

Decree of 

Cyrus 

 518 BC 

Decree of       

Darius the Great 

606 BC 

 1st Siege 

587 BC 

 3rd Siege 

70 yrs 

70 yrs 
19 

Yrs 

19 

Yrs 



Kings of Babylonian Empire 

Nabopolassar 

(627-605) 

Evil-Merodach 

(562-559) Daughter  + Neriglissar    

(559-556) 

Labashi-Marduk    

(2 months 556) Nitocris (d) married  

Nabonidus (556-536) 

Belshazzar      

(553-539) 

Nebuchadnezzar 

(605-562)cc 

2 Kings 25:27 

Jeremiah 52:31 

Jeremiah 39:13 



The Babylonian Empire 

Babylon 

606-539 BC 



Kings of Persian Empire 

Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) 

Ruled Babylon 

Smerdis 

(8 months 521-520) 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus     

(465-424) 

Cambyses II 

(530-521) 

Cyrus (559-530) 

Darius The Great 

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24) 

Xerxes 

(486-465) 

(Esther) 

(537 B.C. Jews Return Home) 

(Artaxerxes ï Ezra 4:7-24) 

(Hystaspes) 

(Work on Temple stopped) 



The Persian Empire 

539-332 BC 



The Book of  

Ezra 



The Book of Ezra 
Å10 Chapters 

ÅMost probably written by Ezra 

ÅPurpose:  
ïTo record the 1st national regathering after the 

Babylonian captivity 

ÅTheme: 
ïEnd of the Servitude & the rebuilding of the 

Temple 

ÅKey characters: 
ïEzra, Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes 

ïZerubbabel (son of Shealtiel), Jeshua (son of Jozadak)  

ïTatnai (Governor),  



Some Difficulties 

ÅZerubbabel is called the son of Shealtiel, but 

also the son of Pedaiah     
 Ezra 3:2, 8; 5:2; Neh. 12:1; Hag. 1:12, 14; 2:2, 23;  

 Matt. 1:12; Luke 3:27 

ÅShealtiel and Pedaiah were brothers 1 Chr 3:17-18 

ÅApparently Shealtiel died without children 

ÅSo to fulfill the Levitical requirement for 

successioné   Deut. 25:5-10 óLevirite Marriageô 

ÅPedaiah (his younger brother) raises up seed 

for his deceased brother  
 



Some Difficulties 
ÅIn Lukeôs genealogy he identifies Shealtiel as 

the son of Neri (descendant of Nathan) 

ÅHowever, Shealtiel is actually the son of 
Jeconiah (descendant of Solomon)  

ïupon whom is a blood curse 



Royal Decent 

Zerubabel 

Shealtiel Pedaiah 

Jeconiah 

Neri (no sons) 

 (adopts  

(Daughter) 



The House of David 

Nathan 

Mattatha 

Menan 

Melea 

Eliakim 

Jonan 

Joseph 

Juda 

Simeon 

Levi 

Matthat 

Jorim 

Eliezer 

Jose 

Er 

Elmodam 

Cosam 

Addi 

Melchi 

Neri 

Salathiel** 

Zerubbabel 

Rhesa 

Joanna 

Juda 

Joseph 

Semei 

Mattathias 

Maath 

Nagge 

Esli 

Naum 

Amos 

Mattathias 

Joseph 

Janna 

Melchi 

Levi 

Matthat 

Heli  

(Mary) 

Solomon 

Rehoboam 

Abijah 

Asa 

Jehoshaphat 

Jehoram 

Ahaziah* 

Joash* 

Amaziah* 

Uzziah 

Jotham 

Ahaz 

Hezekiah 

Manasseh 

Amon 

Josiah 

Jehoiakim* 

Jehoiachin* 

Salathiel** 

Zerubbabel 

Abiud 

Eliakim 

Azor 

Sadoc 

Achim 

Eliud 

Eleazar 

Matthan 

Jacob 

Joseph 

Matthew: Luke: 



Daughters of Zelophehad 

ÅTorah exception on rules of inheritance 

ïRequested of Moses    Numbers 27:1-11 

ïGranted by Joshua    Joshua 17:3-6 

ÅHusband adopted by father of the bride   
  Ezra 2:61=Neh 7:63; Num 32:41, cf. 1 Chr 2:21-23, 34-35 

ÅAnticipates the lineage of Christ  

ïJoseph was the son-in-law of Heli     Luke 3:23 

nomi,zw, nomizo, reckoned as by law 



The Blood Curse on Jeconiah* 

  

       Jeremiah 22:30 

* Also called Jehoiachin 

ÅZerubbabel son of Shealtiel, son of Jeconiah does not 

become king! Yet the Messiah can 



The Virgin Birth 

ÅHinted at the Garden of Eden: 

ïñThe Seed of the Womanéò Genesis 3:15 

ÅProphesied by Isaiah: 

ïA Virgin shall conceiveéò   Isaiah 7:14 

ÅRequired by the blood curse on the royal 

line            Jeremiah 22:30 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 1 
End Of The Exile 



Ezra 1:1 



Ezra 1:2-3 



Ezra 1:4 



The Cylinder of Cyrus 



The Cylinder of Cyrus 



Ezra 1:5 



Ezra 1:6-7 



Ezra 1:8 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 2 
Return From Exile 



Ezra 2:1 



Ezra 2:64-65 

42,360 Returned from Exile  

+ 7,337 servants etc. 

 

Total = 49,697 



The Book of  

Ezra 

Chapter 3 
Return From Exile 



Ezra 3:1-2 



Ezra 3:3-4 



Ezra 3:5-6 



Ezra 3:8 



Ezra 3:11 


