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Simply teaching the Word simply
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The Book of Esther

A Jewish tradition ascribes the book to Ezra
1. (It sitsgbetween.ch 6. and 7'0f Ezra)
ATheme: Godbds de i ver a
people |Israel from Sa
“AThe  book doesndt ment
+=Luther suggestedit be remoyved:from the Bible
A Yet God is clearly behind the scenes
A God authenticates His Word
I 5 Acrostics
I 3 Equidistant letter sequences



Acrostics - Example

AdlJdJesus of Nazaret h,midih e
I Written in Hebrew, Greek & Latin

A In Hebrew, just four words:
A Yeshua (Jesus)
A Ha-Notzri (of Nazareth)

A V'Melekh (the king)
A Ha-Yehudim (of the Jews)
AYHVH

A The name of God!
A Psalm 119 is intentionally designed this way



Esther 1:20

M ol mitiiby e do B Ry

T
YHWH

Initial letters: because the event was initial
Backwards: God was turning back the counsels of man.



Esther 5:4

DT T TR NI

AR
YHWH

Initial letters: God was initiating the action;
Forward: God was ruling and causing Esther to act.



Esther 5:13

O OTIY urR T

R
YHWH

Final lefters: Haman’s end was approaching;
Backwards: God was overruling Haman’'s gladness
and turning back Haman’s counsel.



Esther 7.7

aiiminil b Sty e

kbt
YHWH

Final: Haman’'s end had come;
Forward: God was ruling and bringing about the
end He had determined.



Pairings

* 1) Initial 1) Backward
e 2) Initial * 2) Forward
¢ 3) Final « 3) Backward
* 4) Final « 4) Forward

Initial: facts are initial Backward: Gentiles
Final: facts are final. Forward: Israelites



INntroversion

1) Words spoken concermning a queen;
2) Words spoken by a queen;
3) Words spoken by Haman:

4) Words concerning Haman.



Esther 7:5

Then the king Ahasuerus answered and
said unto Esther the queen,

‘Who is he, and where Is he,

that durst presume in his heart to do so?”

D NI 125 IRGRTIUR RIT IR T R0

N = AW



Esther 1:3

An Equidistant Letter Seguence, interval of 8.

DM I MUY Anwn Awy 1295 Wity Nz

en

Meshiach, Messiah



Esther 4:7

An Equidistant Letter Seguence, interval of 8.

IMOR 1OV AMBTIER D53 Ly ST "apm

- == T SR

hiab}e
Yeshua, Jesus



Esther 4:2

An Equidistant Letter Seguence, interval of 7:

PY UIRDD TIRT WYON NIID TN D ToRTWY 0D W
N2

man "Ii'l"l'] '[‘7?3'[ 25 ﬂ’JR D"IF?‘.‘I 'I.'I"'"I?‘.‘I'I 'I.'I"'"I?J ‘7331
TTHON

£l Shaddai, The Almighty



Esther 3:11-12

An Eqguidistant Letter Sequence, interval of 6

12 NibY? DY 7 1N 92T 1T7 FIRT NN
Y2 29D
o1 Ry AYIOYR TIUNTT WIS 0T IR0 WP

ainlRioliaiiety
haman v’satan ray yach

“Haman and Satan stink.”



Kings of Persian Empire

Cyrus (559-530) (537 B.C. Jews Return Home)
Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) |

Ruled Babylon Cambyses Il (Artaxerxes i Ezra 4:7-24)
(530-521) (Work on Temple stopped)

SINEIS
(8 months 521-520)

|
Darius The Great (Hystaspes)

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24)

Xerxes (Esther)
(486|-465)
|
Artaxerxes
Longimanus
(465-424)




The Persian Empire
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History of the Times

A The background for the book of Esther sees one

of the most significant battles in history
I The Battle of Salamis 480 B.C.

A The Greek city-states of Athens and Eretria had
supported the unsuccessful lonian revolt against
the Persian Empire of Darius | in 499-494 BC

A This revolt threatened the integrity of his empire,

and Darius vowed to punish those involved
I Darius also saw this as an opportunity to expand his
empire into the divided Greece

A After a successful mission in 492 B.C. the following
year Darius sent emissaries to all the Greek city-
states, asking for a gift of 'earth and water’



History of the Times

A Having experienced a demonstration of his power
the previous year, the majority of Greek cities
capitulated.

A In Athens, however, his ambassadors were put on
trial, then executed; in Sparta, they were thrown
down a well.

A Sparta & Athens were now at war with Persia

A In 490 B.C. Darius attacked Naxos, Eretria, et al

A Finally, he moved against Athens, landing at the

nay of Marathon,

A Although heavily outnumbered the Athenians
won a remarkable victory, which resulted in the
withdrawal of the Persian army to Asia




A

A
A
i\

History of the Times

Darius, enraged, began raising a huge new army

with which he meant to completely subjugate

Greece

However, in 486 BC, his Egypt also revolted
oringing to a temporary halt his plans for Greece
Darius then died whilst preparing to march on
Egypt, and the throne of Persia passed to his son
Enter Xerxes |I.

A Xerxes crushed the Egyptian revolt, and very

quickly restarted the preparations for the invasion
of Greece. Since this was to be a full scale
Invasion, it required long-term planning, stock-piling
and conscription.
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Now 1t came to pass n the 04Ys of Abasuems,
(this is Abasuerus which reigneo, from India even
unto Etbiopia, over an hundred and seven and

twenty provinces:)

That in those 04Ys when the king Ahasuerus sat
on the throne of his kingdom, which was in
Sbusban tbe alace




In the third year of his reign, he made a feast
unto all bis princes ano his servants; the power of
Persia and Media, the nobles and primces of the

provinces, being before him:

When he shewed the riches of his g[ow'ous
kingbom and the honour of his exccellent majesty
many days, even an hundred and fourscore days.

Esther 1:1-8




And when these days were expired, the Ring
maoe a Jeast unto all the people that were present
in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small
seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's
palace;

Where were white, freen, and blue, hangings,

fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to
silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of
gold and silver, upon a pavement of ved, and blue,
and white, and black, marble.

Esther 1:1-8




And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the
vessels being diverse one from another) and royal
wine in abundance, according to the state of the
king.

And the drinking was according to the law; none

0id compel: for so the king had appointed to all the
officers of his bouse, that tbey should do accoroing
to every man’s p[easure.

Esther 1:1-8




Xerxes |

A Xerxes decided to build a bridge across the
Hellespont to allow his army to cross into Europe

A One night a storm destroyed this bridge so he
ordered those who bulilt it executed, and ordered
the sea to be given 300 lashes!



Also Vashti the queen maoe a Zeast for the
women in the roya[ house whic
Abasuerus.

On the seventl 04y) when the heart of the king
was merry) with wine, he commanded ... the seven

belonged to king

chamberlains that served in the presence of
Abasuerus the king

To bring Vashti tée queen before the king with
the crown roya[, to shew the peop[e ano tﬁe princes
her beauty: for she was fm’r to ook on.

Esther 1:9-17




But the queen Vashti refuseb to come at the
king's commanoment by his chamberlains:
therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger
burned in him.

Then the king said to the wise men, which knew

the times, (for so was the king's manner toward all
that knew [aw and judgment...
What shall we do unto the Zueen Vashti

according to [aw, because she hath not perLormeb
the commandment of the king Abasuerus A the
chamberlains?




And Memmcan answered before the king and the
princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to
the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all
the peop[e tgat are in all the provinces of the king
Abasuerus.

For this deed of the queen shall come abroad
unto all wowmen, SO that tbey shall oespise their
husbands in their eyes, when it shall be re orteo,
The Ring Ahasuerus commanded Vashti tg; queen
to be brougbt n before bim, but she came not.

Esther 1:9-17




1f it please the king, let theve go a royal
commandment from pim, and let it be written
among the [aws of the Persians and the Medes,

that it be not a[tereb, That Vashti come no more
before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her
roya[ estate unto another that is better than she




Royal Humiliation

A Vashti is banished:
e —
1f it please the king, let there go a royal
commandment from im, and let it be written
among the [aws of the Persians and the Medes,

that it be not a[tereb, That Vashti come no more
before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her
royal estate unto another that is better than she

A Then begins the search for a new queen



History of the Times

A By early 480 BC, the preparations were complete,
and Xer xes o0 ar rnoyaras&uraopd e d
A The Athenian-led Greeks had also been preparing

for war
I under the guidance of the Athenian politician Themistocles

A Themistocles spread the rumour that the Greeks
were disbanding and lured the Persians into narrow
water between Salamis & the mainland

A History records 378 Greek ships vs 1207 Persian
I Conservative scholars suggest 600-800 Persian

A Greece was outnumbered at least 2:1
A Yet wins a decisive victory



