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The Book of Esther 

ÅJewish tradition ascribes the book to Ezra 
ï(It sits between ch 6 and 7 of Ezra) 

ÅTheme: Godôs deliverance of His chosen 

people Israel from Satanôs plans 

ÅThe book doesnôt mention the name of God! 
ïLuther suggested it be removed from the Bible 

ÅYet God is clearly behind the scenes 

ÅGod authenticates His Word   
ï5 Acrostics 

ï3 Equidistant letter sequences  

 

 



Acrostics - Example 

ÅñJesus of Nazareth, the king of the Jewsò Jn 19:19 

ïWritten in Hebrew, Greek & Latin 

ÅIn Hebrew, just four words:  

Å Yeshua (Jesus) 

Å  Ha-Notzri (of Nazareth)  

Å   V'Melekh (the King) 

Å    Ha-Yehudim (of the Jews) 

Å Y H V H 

ÅThe name of God! 

ÅPsalm 119 is intentionally designed this way 

























Kings of Persian Empire 

Darius (Gubaru) (539-?) 

Ruled Babylon 

Smerdis 

(8 months 521-520) 

Artaxerxes 

Longimanus     

(465-424) 

Cambyses II 

(530-521) 

Cyrus (559-530) 

Darius The Great 

(520 486) (Ezra 4:24) 

Xerxes 

(486-465) 

(Esther) 

(537 B.C. Jews Return Home) 

(Artaxerxes ï Ezra 4:7-24) 

(Hystaspes) 

(Work on Temple stopped) 



The Persian Empire 

Babylon Jerusalem 
Shushan 



History of the Times 
ÅThe background for the book of Esther sees one 

of the most significant battles in history 
ïThe Battle of Salamis 480 B.C. 

ÅThe Greek city-states of Athens and Eretria had 

supported the unsuccessful Ionian revolt against 

the Persian Empire of Darius I in 499-494 BC 
ÅThis revolt threatened the integrity of his empire, 

and Darius vowed to punish those involved 
ïDarius also saw this as an opportunity to expand his 

empire into the divided Greece 

ÅAfter a successful mission in 492 B.C. the following 

year Darius sent emissaries to all the Greek city-

states, asking for a gift of 'earth and water' 



History of the Times 
ÅHaving experienced a demonstration of his power 

the previous year, the majority of Greek cities 

capitulated.  

ÅIn Athens, however, his ambassadors were put on 

trial, then executed; in Sparta, they were thrown 

down a well.  

ÅSparta & Athens were now at war with Persia 

ÅIn 490 B.C. Darius attacked Naxos, Eretria, et al 

ÅFinally, he moved against Athens, landing at the 

bay of Marathon,  

ÅAlthough heavily outnumbered the Athenians 

won a remarkable victory, which resulted in the 

withdrawal of the Persian army to Asia 



History of the Times 
ÅDarius, enraged, began raising a huge new army 

with which he meant to completely subjugate 

Greece 

ÅHowever, in 486 BC, his Egypt also revolted 

bringing to a temporary halt his plans for Greece 

ÅDarius then died whilst preparing to march on 

Egypt, and the throne of Persia passed to his son 

ÅEnter Xerxes I. 

ÅXerxes crushed the Egyptian revolt, and very 

quickly restarted the preparations for the invasion 

of Greece. Since this was to be a full scale 

invasion, it required long-term planning, stock-piling 

and conscription. 



The Book of  

Esther 

Chapter 1 
The scene is seté 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Esther 1:1-8 

 



Xerxes I 

ÅXerxes decided to build a bridge across the 

Hellespont to allow his army to cross into Europe 

ÅOne night a storm destroyed this bridge so he 

ordered those who built it executed, and ordered 

the sea to be given 300 lashes! 



Esther 1:9-17 



Esther 1:9-17 



Esther 1:9-17 



Esther 1:19 



Royal Humiliation 
ÅVashti is banished: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅThen begins the search for a new queen 

Esther 1:19 



History of the Times 

ÅBy early 480 BC, the preparations were complete, 

and Xerxesô army marched towards Europe 

ÅThe Athenian-led Greeks had also been preparing 

for war 
ïunder the guidance of the Athenian politician Themistocles 

ÅThemistocles spread the rumour that the Greeks 

were disbanding and lured the Persians into narrow 

water between Salamis & the mainland 

ÅHistory records 378 Greek ships vs 1207 Persian  
ïConservative scholars suggest 600-800 Persian 

ÅGreece was outnumbered at least 2:1 

ÅYet wins a decisive victory 


