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Godôs óHow toô Series 

ÅóThe Wisdom Literatureô 

ïJob - How to suffer  

ïPsalms - How to pray  

ïProverbs - How to act  

ïEcclesiastes - How to enjoy  

ïSong of Solomon - How to love 

                                                     Oswald Chambers 



The Book of 

Ecclesiastes 



Theme of the book 

ÅHow to live life óunder the sunô 

ÅIs life just vanity? 

ïSolomon uses this word 38 times 

ïñemptiness, futility; a vapour that vanishes 

quickly and leaves nothing behind.ò 



Theme of the book 

ÅThe Jewish writer Sholom Aleichem 

once described life as:  
ïña blister on top of a tumor, and a boil on 

top of that.ò  

ÅThe American poet Carl Sandburg 

compared life to:  
ïñan onionðyou peel it off one layer at a 

time, and sometimes you weep.ò 

ÅBritish playwright George Bernard Shaw 

said that life was:  
ïña series of inspired follies.ò 



Theme of the book 

ÅSolomonôs conclusion: 
ïLife Is a School: Learn your Lessons.  

ïLife Is a Stewardship: Fear God 

 





Outline of the book 

ÅEcclesiastes 1 

ïIntroduction. ñIs Life Worth Living?ò Vanity 

or Victory? The Cycles of Life. 

ÅEcclesiastes 2 

ïThe Futility of Wealth. The Certainty of 

Death. Yet, Enjoy Life! 

ÅEcclesiastes 3 - 4 

ïLook up. Look within. Look ahead. Look 

around. Enjoy Life! 



Outline of the book 

ÅEcclesiastes 5 - 6 

ïDonôt Rob the Lord. Donôt Rob Others. 

Donôt Rob Yourself. 

ÅEcclesiastes 7 - 8 

ïWisdom Makes Life Better and Helps Us 

See Life Clearly. The Problem of Evil. 

ÅEcclesiastes 9 - 10 

ïMeeting Your Last Enemy: Death. The 

Danger of Folly. 



Outline of the book 

ÅEcclesiastes 11 - 12 

ïLife Is an Adventure: Live by Faith.  

ïLife Is a Gift: Enjoy It. 



The best the world can offer: 
ÅTry wisdom    1:16 

ÅTry pleasure    2:1 

ÅTry entertainment    2:2 

ÅTry architecture   2:4 

ÅTry gardening    2:5-6  

ÅTry cattle     2:7 

ÅTry music & art    2:8 

ÅTry philosophy    2:12 

ÅTry ritualism    5:4 

ÅTry wealth    6:2 

ÅTry reputation    7:1 



John 10:10 



The Living Bible  Acts 20:23-24 


