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Through The Bible 
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The Book of Numbers 

From the miracle of our origin to the mystery of our destiny  

Through The Bible 
Session 8 

The Book of Numbers 





Where Is the Fruit? 

Romans 6:21 

ÅAs we survey our own wanderings... 



The Purpose of Wandering 

Deuteronomy 8:1-2 



The Book of Numbers  

ÅA boring list of numbers & a bit of history? 

ÅOr... 

ÅA blueprint for the Church? 



1st  Corinthians  

10:1-12 
 

Learning from the mistakes of 

the past 



Lessons To Learn 

1 Cor 10:1-4 



Lessons To Learn 

ÅIncredible beginning 

ÅAmazing deliverance from bondage 

ÅPassed through water to new life 

ÅSustained by the Bread of Life 

ÅWatered by the Water of Life ï Christ 

 

ÅHow could anything possibly go wrong? 



Lessons To Learn 

1 Cor 10:5-6 

Q. What did they lust after? 

A. That which was acceptable to the human palate 

Q. Do you know any churches that have abandoned 
the bread God has provided, in favour of that 
which is óacceptable' to the multitude?  



Lessons To Learn 

1 Cor 10:6 

Q. What is idolatry? 



2nd Commandment  

ÅIssue of misrepresentation 

ÅGod is jealous of His name, character & 
attributes 

ÅAnything that touches these is idolatry 

ÅIdolatry ï  

ïmaking a God in your own image,   

ïfrom your own imagination,  

ïto suit your own desires 

ÅEven if you call your god óLORDô! (cf Ex 33) 



Lessons To Learn 

1 Cor 10:8 

Q. What is fornication? 

A. An intimate relationship with someone other than 
the one you are espoused to 

Å Throughout Israelôs history they committed 
spiritual fornication by going after (embracing) 
false godôs 



Lessons To Learn 

1 Cor 10:8-10 



Lessons To Learn 

1 Cor 10:11-12 



Chapter 1 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



Numbers 1:1 

Setting The Scene  

ÅThe Book of Leviticus takes up just one 

month 



Order In The Camp 

ÅChapter 1  

ï Numbering of the adult males counted at Sinai 

 those fit to go to war   

ÅChapter 2 

ïOrder of tribes, where they are to camp 

ÅChapter 3 

ïNumbering of the priests and Levites  

ÅChapter 4 

ïThe duties of the Levites 

 



Order In The Camp 

1 Cor 14:40 



Numbers 1:2-3 



Numbers 1:4-5a 



The Leaders of Israel 

ÅMoses is told that God has chosen the 

ñmen who shall stand with youò  

ÅWhat of Jethroôs Advice 1 year earlier? 

ÅRoughly 600,000 men = 78,060 judges 

ÅOnly two men of those who left Egypt 

entered the Promised Land 

ÅManôs wisdom vs. Godôs wisdom 

 



Numbers 1:44-46 



Israel's Growth in Egypt 

ÅGodôs promise to Jacob 

Genesis 46:2-3 



Israel's Growth in Egypt 

ÅJacob (Israel) went down with 70 people 

ÅIsrael now exists as a ñgreat nationò 

ÅRueben, Simeon, Gad   151,450 

ÅJudah, Issachar, Zebulun  186,400 

ÅEphraim, Manasseh, Benjamin 108,100 

ÅDan, Asher, Naphtali   157,600 

 Men of War 20 yrs old & above 603,550 



Chapter 2 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



The Tribe of Levi 
Jacob 

Levi 
(Leah) 

11 Tribes 

Gershon Kohath Merari. 



Arrangement of the Camp 

Kohathites Merarites 

Gershonites 

Moses & Priests 



The Camp of Judah 

Levites 

Kohathites 

8,600 

Merarites 

6,200 

Gershonites 7,500 

22,300 

Moses & Priests 
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The Camp of Reuben 

Judah 

186,400 

R
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151,450 

Levites 

Kohathites 

8,600 

Merarites 

6,200 

Gershonites 7,500 

22,300 

Moses & Priests 



The Camp of Ephraim 

Judah 
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151,450 

Ephraim 

108,100 

Levites 

Kohathites 

8,600 

Merarites 

6,200 

Gershonites 7,500 

22,300 

Moses & Priests 



The Camp of Dan 

Judah 
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157,600 

Levites 

Kohathites 

8,600 

Merarites 

6,200 

Gershonites 7,500 

22,300 

Moses & Priests 





The Camp of Israel 

Eagle 

Man 

Lion 

Ox 

Ephraim 

Reuben Dan 

Judah 
ñThe Four Faces  

of the Cherubim 

around the throne  

Of Godò 

Revelation 4:7 

Praise 

Affliction Judged 

Fruitful 

ñéthat I may dwell 

 among themò 

Exodus 25:8 





Chapter 3 & 4 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



Outline 

ÅChapter 3 

ïNumbering of the priests and Levites  

ÅChapter 4 

ïThe duties of the Levites (re the march) 

ïThe moving of the Tabernacle 

 



Arrangement of the Levites 

Kohathites 

8,600 

Gershonites 7,500 

W 

E 

N S Merarites 

6,200 

(Cloths, curtains, linen fence) 

(Holy objects) (boards, bars, 

pillars, sockets) 

Moses & Priests 



The Tabernacle 



The Tabernacle 





Requirements For Service 

ÅMen from 30 years old up to 50 

ÅPrevious numberings: 

 - Ch.1: Men of war: 20yrs old upward 

 - Numbers in the families: 1mth upward 

ÅThe serving priests must not be novices  

ÅThey must: 

 - learn before they teach,  

 - serve before they rule,  

 - and must first be proved,  
       (Matthew Henry) 



Outline of  

The Book of Numbers 

ÅOrder in the camp 



Outline of  

The Book of Numbers 

ÅThe sanctification of Israel 



Outline  

ÅChapter 5 Sanctification of the Camp 

ÅChapter 6 The Nazarite Vow 

ÅChapter 7 Giving to the LORD 

ÅChapter 8 The Lampstand & Levites 

ÅChapter 9 Remember were we began! 

 

ÅThe underlying theme is the sanctification 

and cleansing of the church 

 



Chapter 5 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 

Sanctification of the Camp 



Numbers 5:1-3 

ÅLeper = Un-addressed sin (Ps 66:18 / 1 Cor 5:5) 

ÅIssue = Unchanged heart (Matt 15:11-20) 

ÅDefiled by the dead = tainted by the world (1 John 2:15) 

  



Numbers 5:4 

ÅA healthy body rejects the poison from its 

system... 

ÅSo a healthy church will do likewise (Rev 3:16) 



Chapter 6 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 

The Nazarite Vow 



The Nazarite Vow 

ÅThe word Nazirite means ñSeparateò 

ÅThis is an act of sanctification 



The Nazarite Vow 

ÅFrom birth: 

ïSamson    Judges 13:5,6; 16:17 

ïSamuel    1 Samuel 1:11 

ïJohn the Baptist   Luke 1:15 

ÅOther: 

ïPaul     Acts 18:18; 21:24 



The Nazarite Vow 

ÅRule #1 ï Sober 

ÅRule #2 ï Strength in the Lord 

ÅRule #3 ï Separated  



Accidental Defilement 

ÅEverything of the former achievements 

is lost 

ÅThere is NO building up of equity of 

righteousness with God 

ÅJust as Godôs mercy is new every 

morningé 

ÅYesterdayôs victories are just that! 

ÅRecovering of lost ground is hard  



Chapter 7 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 

Giving to the LORD 



Princes Offering 

Å1 x Silver plate ï 130 shekels 

Å1 x Silver bowl ï 70 shekels 

ïFull of flour mingled with oil for Meal offering  

Å1 x Gold spoon of incense  - 10 shekels 

Å1 x Bullock , 1 x Ram, 1 x Lamb  

ïFor a Burnt offering 

Å1 x young Goat 

ïFor a Sin offering 

Å2 x Oxen, 5 x Rams, 5 x Goats, 5 x  Lambs 

ïFor a Peace offering 



Numbers 7 Lesson? 

ÅEverything you give is recorded 

ÅEvery detail remembered 

ÅGod had numerous books  

ïBook of life (Rev 20:12) 

ïBook of works (Rev 20:12) 

ïBook of tears (Psalm 56:8) 

ÅGod is Just, and sees ï He knows 

 



Chapter 8 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 

The Lampstand & Levites 



Numbers 8:1-3 



Numbers 8:4 



The Lampstand 

ÅOnly source of light in the Tabernacle 

ÅWithout the holy oil it could not give light 

ÅOne lampstand (1= number of God) 

ÅWith six branched (6= number of man) 

ÅThe Lampstand is a vessel to ñhold up 

the Lightò in the darkness 

ÅJesus Himself says it is representative of 

the Church  (Rev 1:20) 



The Lampstand 

ÅOnly Design given (No Dimensions/limit) 

ÅMade of Pure Gold (refined) 

ÅMade from ñone talent of beaten Goldò 

 - church is one body 

 - church formed through trials 

ÅTalent = 75-120 pounds in weight  

ÅMystery how it could support itself 

ÅIt needed supernatural strengthening 



The Lampstand 



The Lampstand 

ÅThe Light comes from the Oil  

ïsymbol of the Holy Spirit 

ÅThe Lampstand is a vessel to ñhold up 

the Lightò in the darkness 

ÅRev 1:20 ï the Church  



Chapter 9 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 

Remember were we began! 



Numbers 9:1-3 



Numbers 9:4-5 



Keeping The Passover 

ÅWhat did the Passover represent? 

ÅThe deliverance from slavery 

ÅFreedom bought with the blood of a lamb 

ÅA continual reminder that their freedom 

was not earned 

ÅNever loose sight of where it began 

ÅRemembering the Passover assured 

them of their future rest 



Do This in Remembrance... 

ÅThe Passover was the model of the real 

deliverance  

ïThe deliverance from sin 

ÅFreedom bought with the blood of The 

Lamb 

ÅWe are to continually remember that our 

freedom was not earned 

ÅNever loose sight of where it began 

ÅRemembering the óCommunionô assures 

us of our future rest (óuntil I drink it new...ô) 



Outline of  

The Book of Numbers 

ÅTo Kadesh 



Chapter 10 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



The Order of March 

#1 The Ark, Moses & Aaron 

#2 The Camp of Judah 

#3 Gershon & Merai bearing the Tabernacle 

#4 The Camp of Ruben 

#5 Kohathites bearing the holy things 

#6 The Camp of Ephraim 

#7 The Camp of Dan 

#8 The Mixed Multitude 

 



The Order of March 

ÅWhat can we learn from this list? 
ïReuben    

ïSimeon       

ïGad            

ïJudah        

ïIssachar      

ïZebulun       

ïEphraim       

ïManasseh    

ïBenjamin       

ïDan              

ïAsher          

ïNaphtali       

ïHe has Looked on my affliction in Egypt 

ïFor God Hears me, 

ïand now Good Fortune comes.  

ïI will Praise the LORD, 

ïFor He has Purchased me 

ïand leads me to a Good Dwelling 

ïwith Double fruit (milk & honey). 

ïHe will make me forget my toil.  

ïAs the firstborn son of His right hand   

ïGod has Vindicated me 

ï.Happy  will I be  

ïyet through Wrestling 



The Tribes of Israel 

ÅBy Birth Order: 
ïReuben  Looked, affliction 

ïSimeon  Hearing; Heard 

ïLevi   Husband; joined 

ïJudah  Praise  

ïDan     Judged; judgment 

ïNaphtali  Wrestlings; prevailed 

ïGad  Troop/Fortune comes 

ïAsher  Happy 

ïIssachar  Hire; service 

ïZebulun   Good Dwelling 

ïJoseph  Adding 

ïBenjamin Son of my right hand 

In Egypt? 

In Wilderness? 

In the Land? 

Kingdom Age? 

Telling the History of the Nation? 



Chapter 11 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



Numbers 11:1 

ÅThose ófurthest awayô from the Tabernacle 

were consumed 

ÅThe Tabernacle represented the dwelling of 

God 



Numbers 11:4-6 



The Order of March 

#1 The Ark, Moses & Aaron 

#2 The Camp of Judah 

#3 Gershon & Merai bearing the Tabernacle 

#4 The Camp of Ruben 

#5 Kohathites bearing the holy things 

#6 The Camp ofEphraim 

#7 The Camp of Dan 

#8 The Mixed Multitude 

 



Numbers 11:4-6 



Short Term Memories 

Å They rejected the bread God had provided 

ï A type of the Word (John 6:31-51) 

Å Desiring to be back in Egypt 

ï A type of the world 

Å They had óforgottenô the task masters 

ï All male children were to be killed (Ex 1:16) 

ï They had cried out to the LORD  (Ex 2:23) 



Short Term Memories 

Galatians 4:9 



Numbers 11:12-13 

ÅWhen did it become Mosesô responsibility?  

ÅIs the arm of the LORD shortened? 



Isaiah 59:1 

Unchanging God 



Getting out of touch 

 ñIf we undertake work for God and get 

out of touch with Him, the sense of 

responsibility will be overwhelmingly 

crushing; but if we roll back on God that 

which He has put upon us, He takes 

away the sense of responsibility by 

bringing in the realisation of Himself.ò 

 
ïOswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest,  



Numbers 11:18-19 



Numbers 11:20 



A Little Leaven 

ÅWhere had this problem begun? 

ÅWith the mixed multitude 

 

 



Psalm 106:6-15 

Given Over 



Numbers 11:32-33 



Numbers 11:34 



Kibroth-Hattaavah 

Å óThe graves of lustô 

Å Too many fall here, never to make it to 

the inheritance God has for them 



Chapter 12 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



Numbers 12:1-3 



Sibling Rivalry? 

ÅWhat was the cause of this outburst? 

ÅMost commentators say jealousy  

ÅCertainly Moses was revered 

ÅBut so was Aaron (high priest)é Ex 29 

ÅAnd Miriam (prophetess) Ex 15:20  

ÅAnother reason? 

ÅThe effects of mixture they have just 

witnessed? 

 



A Question of Liberty? 

ÅWas Moses wrong to have an Ethiopian 

wife? 

ÅGod does not prohibit it: 



A Question of Liberty? 

ÅWas Moses wrong to have an Ethiopian 

wife? 

ÅGod does not prohibit it: 

ÅArguably, He sanctions it by silence 

ÅThe Key: 

ïMoses attitude of heart 

ïMoses had a liberty with the LORD 

ïThat which may have been acceptable for 

Moses, could be a stumbling block for 

others 



Outline of  

The Book of Numbers 

ÅAt Kadesh 



Chapter 13 

The Book of 

Numbers 
The Book of 

Numbers 



Numbers 13:1-3 



Operation Canaan  

 Whose idea was it to send in the spies?  

 Was it Godôs?  

 Was it His thought to spy out the land?  

 No!  

 ñWe always need to get a composite picture 

from the Word of God, because many times 

one facet will be given in one place and 

another facet given in another placeò  

                       J Venron McGee 



Operation Canaan  

 ñAlthough we get the impression here that 

this is Godôs idea, we find that He was 

responding to their requestò 



Deuteronomy 1:20-22 

Operation Canaan  


