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The Assyrian Empire 



The Kings of Assyria 
      Assyria built by Nimrod (Gen 10:11) 

The óEmpireô was not founded until c.1228 B.C. by Tiglath Pileser I 

Pul  
                                 (1st Oppression of Israel)             2 Kings 15:19 

Tiglath Pileser III 
                           (Ahaz of Judah buys his support)    2 Kings 16:7 

Shalmaneser 
                             (Lays siege to Samaria for 3 yrs)           2 Kings 17:3-5 

Sargon II  
             (Carried Israel away captive (27,280 people))      2 Kings 17:3-5 

Sennacherib 
                  (Leads an assault on Judah)    2 Kings 18:13 / 2 Kings 19:32-36  

Esar-haddon 
              (Assyria subdued by Egypt then Babylon)         2 Kings 19:37 

                  Ashurbanipal (Asenappar)  Ezra 4:10 

    



2 Kings 18:13 

ÅSennacheribôs inscriptions refer to his conquest 

of 46 strong cities of Hezekiah + many villages 

ÅHis military chiefs (Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab-

shakeh) then brought threats and warnings to 

Hezekiah in Jerusalem   
ïand spoke to the people over the wall 

The Days of Hezakiah  



The Sennacherib Prism 

The text of the prism boasts how 

Sennacherib destroyed forty-six 

of Judah's cities, and trapped 

Hezekiah in Jerusalem "like a 

caged bird." The text goes on to 

describe how the "terrifying 

splendour" of the Assyrian army 

caused the Arabs and 

mercenaries reinforcing the city 

to desert. It adds that the 

Assyrian king returned to 

Assyria where he later received 

a large tribute from Judah. 

Picture by David Castor 



The Taylor Prism 

This six-sided baked clay document 

(or prism) was discovered at the 

Assyrian capital Nineveh. It was 

acquired by British Colonel R. 

Taylor in 1830. 

The record of his account of his 

third campaign (701 BC) is 

particularly interesting to scholars. It 

involved the destruction of forty-six 

cities of the state of Judah and the 

deportation of 200,150 people. 

Hezekiah, king of Judah, is said to 

have sent tribute to Sennacherib.  

Picture by British Museum 



The Days of Hezakiah  

ÅRab-shakeh warned that God would not be 

able to save them  

ÅThe ógods of the nationsô had not been able 

to deliver them 

ÅRab-shakehôs message was that  the 

people of Judah would be better to go to 

the Assyria where there will be abundance 

and they could prosper 



 



The Days of Hezakiah  

ÅTwofold challenge: 

ÅFirstly, you canôt win so donôt fight 

ÅSecondly,  the promise of an easy and 

abundant life if you simply conform! 

ÅThese two challenges face us today! 

ÅWill you give in? 

ÅWill you conform? 

ÅHas the pressure just got too much? 

 



2 Kings 18:3 

The Days of Hezakiah  

ÅHezekiah was a good king! 
ÅYet all this trouble comes upon them 

ÅThere was the prospect of defeat by Assyria 

Åéand the danger of his own people 

defecting 

ÅWhy do bad things happen to good people?   



James 1:2-4 

Godôs Training Program 



2 Chronicles 32:1-4 

The Days of Hezakiah  



2 Chronicles 32:1-4 
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Hezekiahôs tunnel  
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Waterline!! 
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2 Kings 19:1 

ÅWhere do you go when troubled? 

ÅTo what (or whom) do you resort?  
ïPsalm 32:7 ñThou art my hiding place; thou shalt 

preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about 

with songs of deliverance. Selah.ò 

ïPsalm 119:114 ñThou art my hiding place and my 

shield: I hope in thy wordò. 

 



2 Kings 19:2 

ÅHezekiah sent: 

ÅEliakim, Shebna & the Elders! 
ïAll sent to inquire of Godôs Word through Isaiah 

ÅWhat value do you place on Godôs Word? 
ïDo you give your most valuable resources to 

inquire after Godôs Word when in need? 



2 Kings 19:3 

ÅñWeôve come this far, surely it canôt all end here 

and now when we need to be strong?ò 

ïTrouble: Affliction from the hand of the enemy 

ïRebuke: Chastisement/Correction from God 

ïBlasphemy: The grounds on which appeal is made  

ÅHow do you respond when God is blasphemed? 

 



2 Kings 19:4 

ÅHezekiah's first request is that Isaiah prays! 

 



2 Kings 19:5-7 

ÅThe test of faith!  

ÅGod has given His Word, do you trust it? 

 



The Test of Faith 

ÅñIf we learn to worship God in the trying 

circumstances, He will alter them in two 

seconds when He choosesò  
ïOswald Chambers 



2 Kings 19:8-10 



2 Kings 19:11-13 



 

British Museum - London 



2 Kings 19:14 

ÅThe letter was addressed to Hezekiah, but 

he realised the right recipient was God! 

ÅHezekiah was simply a representative of 

the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob; an 

ambassador.  

ÅThis was not his burden to carry! 



2 Kings 19:15 

ÅWe see this at the entrance of Eden ï Gen 3:24 

Å...depicted on the Mercy Seat ï Ex 25:18 

Åébefore the throne in Heaven ï Ezek 10 

Åéand the ultimate revelation at the Garden 

Tomb ï John 20:12 

 



2 Kings 19:16-18 

ÅñFor all the gods of the nations are idols: but 

the LORD made the heavensò ï Psalm 96:5 



2 Kings 19:19 

ÅUnless God comes through there is no 

tomorrow!  

ÅRef: Moses / Gideon / David / Daniel  

ÅGod will remove every other option until your 

only choice is Him!  



Question: 

What is the first thing God declares is 

óNot goodô? 

Genesis 2:18 

Å Man was made for relationship 



Micah 6:8 

What does God desire?  



2 Kings 19:20-21 



2 Kings 19:22-23 



2 Kings 19:24-25 



2 Kings 19:26-28 



2 Kings 19:29-31 



2 Kings 19:32-34 


