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The Design of the Gospels 
Matthew     Mark     Luke     John 

Presents as: Messiah Servant    Son of Man     Son of God 

Genealogy: Abraham --  Adam  Eternal 

  (Legal)    (Blood line) (Preexistence) 

What Jesus Said  Did  Felt  Was 

To the:  Jew  Roman  Greek  Church 

1st Miracle: Leper cleansed Demon   Demon   Water to 

  (Jew = sin)    expelled    expelled   Wine 

Ends with Resurrection Ascension Promise of Promise of 

      Spirit:  Return: 

           Acts   Revelation 

Style:  Groupings Snapshots Narrative Mystical 

Ensign:  Judah  Ephraim Reuben  Dan 

Camp Side: East  West  South  North 

Face:  Lion    Ox  Man  Eagle 



Introduction 
ÅBorn in Antioch 
ïAccording to Jerome  

ÅMedical Doctor by profession 
ïPaul calls him ñthe beloved Physicianò Col. 4:14 

ÅApparently a freed slave 
ïPossibly writing his account for his former master 

ïSome have suggested this account & Acts were 

to be Paulôs trial documents for his visit to Rome 
ÅRomans portrayed in a positive light 

ÅLuke penned more of the NT than Paul! 
ïLuke 50,195 words / Paul 43,402 words  
ÅBut if Paul wrote Hebrews, he penned 50,315 words 

 



The Oracles of God 

Romans 3:1-2 



About the Author 
ÅJew or Gentile? 

ÅScholars say that Luke was a Gentile 
ïCol 4:14 he is mentioned along with gentiles 

 

ïBorn in Antioch of Greek parents 

 

ïHis profession was typically Greek 

 

ïHis name was Greek  

 

ïCol 4:14 Does not indicate his nationality 

 

ïTradition. No Biblical support. Diaspora? 

 

ïJesus spoke of Physicians in Israel 

 

ïPaul / Apollos / Alexander all Jews with Greek 

names 

ïLuke accompanies Paul to Jerusalem & 

seemingly enters the temple without hinderance   

 



About the Author 

ÅñIt must be concluded that Luke was a Hebrew. The 

notion that he was a Gentile is based on little more 

than tradition. The biblical account strongly evinces 

his Jewishness, and we must always hold to the 

Scriptures over tradition when the two conflict. The 

infallible Word of God is the source and fountain for 

all real wisdom and scholarship.ò  

ÅWere Luke indeed non-Jewish, the Lord not only 

failed to honour His testimony in Romans 3, He 

also entrusted more of the NT revelation into the 

hands of a Gentile than those of His ñchosen 

peopleò                       Dr Floyd Nolen Jones 



Historicity of Lukeôs Accounts 

ÅSir William Ramsey is considered one of the 

greatest of historians 

ÅHe was a Biblical sceptic in 18th century 

Englandé  

Åéswayed by the German higher critics into 

believing that Luke was a 2nd century 

document and untrustworthy 

ÅAfter diligent archaeological investigation he 

did a complete U-turn 

ÅHe became a Christian and apologist  



Historicity of Lukeôs Accounts 
ÅñLuke is a historian of the first rank; not 

merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, 

this author should be placed along with the 

very greatest of historiansò      Sir William Ramsey 

 

ÅñLukeôs history is unsurpassed in respect of 

its trustworthinessò                  Sir William Ramsey 

 

ÅLukeôs reliability as an historian is 

unquestionableò                       Josh McDowell 

 



Historicity of Lukeôs Accounts 

ÅLuke uses more medical terms than 

Hypocrates (considered the father of 

medicine)  

ÅLuke shows himself as an historian in his 

method  

ÅñThe most beautiful book that existsò  

ïFrench critic & sceptic,  Renan 

 

 



Unique Events Recorded 
ÅLuke records  
ïOver 20 miracles (6 unique) 

ï23 parables (18 unique) 

ÅUnique accounts: 
ïThe Nativity 
ÅOnly Luke recounts the birth announcements of 

Gabriel to Zechariah and to Mary.  

ïThe good Samaritan  

ïThe rich man and Lazarus 

ïThe prodigal Son 

ïPalm Sunday 

ïThe road to Emmaus  



Overview 
ÅInto: Lukeôs Reason for Writing (Facts!)  1:1ï4  

ÅThe Son of Man And His Forerunner   1:5ï2:52  

ÅPreparation For Ministry    3:1ï4:30  

ÅThe Power of The Son of Man    4:31ï5:26 

ÅThe Purpose of The Son of Man   5:27ï6:49  

ÅThe Ministry of Son of Man    7:1ï9:50  

ÅOpposition To The Son of Man   9:51ï11:54  

ÅThe Journey To Jerusalem   Ch 12ï16  

ÅThe Disciples Instructed     17:1ï19:27  

ÅThe Son Of Man In Jerusalem    19:28ï21:38  

ÅThe Son Of Manôs Passion And Death  Ch 22, 23  

ÅThe Son Of Manôs Triumph & Ascension   Ch 24  

William McDonald 



Overview 

Chuck Missler 
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Luke 1:1-4 



Eyewitnesses & Ministers 

Lukeôs Sources: 

ÅGr: autoptes (ow-top'-tai);  

Åñone who has seen with their own eyesò 

ÅGr: huperetes (hoop-ay-ret'-ace);  

ÅñUnder-oarsmanò, when used in a medical 

sense it means ñan Internò, ñstudentò 



Eyewitnesses & Ministers 

ÅLukeôs sources 
ïMary 

ïApostles 
ÅMatthew & Mark (Gospels already written by this time) 

ÅActs 21 Luke met Philip 

ÅLuke 8:3 Luke met Joanna, wife of Chuza 
ïsteward of Herod, and an eyewitness of many of 

the events subsequently recorded  

ÅLuke would also have had access to John 

ÅLuke travelled with Paul 
ïPaul would himself have been an eyewitness of 

many events & may have been at Jesusô trial 
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The Nativity 



The Christmas Story 
 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:26-33 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:26-33 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:26-33 

ÅThe Throne of David is a nationalistic 
Jewish throne 

ÅIt demands the reestablishment of the 
royal throne of David, a Jewish King 
and Jewish Temple on the Temple Mt. 



Micah 5:2 

The Other Christmas Story 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:46-55 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:46-55 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:57,60,67 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:68-71 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:72-75 



The Other Christmas Story 

Luke 1:76-77 
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2000 Year Old Comer 

Luke 4:16-21 



2000 Year Old Comer! 

Luke 4:16-21 



2000 Year Old Comer! 

Luke 4:16-21 



2000 Year Old Comer! 

Luke 4:16-21 



Isaiah 61:1-2 

2000 Year Old Comer! 
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Is He Lord? 
Luke 6:46-49 



Is He Lord?  

Luke 6:46-49 



Is He Lord?  

Luke 6:46-49 
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Someone Elseôs Room 

Luke 10:22-23 



Someone Elseôs Room 

Luke 10:22-23 



Someone Elseôs Room 

Luke 10:24 

ÅIsrael were to inherit that which otherôs 
had laboured for  



Josh 24:13-14 

 

Someone Elseôs Room 



The Gospel of 

Luke 

 

The Gospel of 

Luke 

 
The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:30-37 



What Must I Do? 

Luke 10:25-27 



The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:28-29 

ÅA picture of Grace 
ïUnmerited favour 

ÅWe cannot do anything 

ÅWe were just as the ócertain manô 
ïStripped of everything and left for dead  

ÅThe cost of our restoration was all put on 

Jesus account  
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Mary & Martha 

Luke 10:22-42 



Mary & Martha 

Luke 10:22-42 



Mary & Martha 

Luke 10:22-42 
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Who Are We Exalting? 

Luke 14:7-11 



Who Are We Exalting? 

Luke 14:7-11 

 



Who Are We Exalting? 

Luke 14:7-11 
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Compel Them To Come In 

Luke 14:16-23 



Compel Them To Come In 

Luke 14:16-23 



Compel Them To Come In 

Luke 14:16-23 

ÅDonôt let Godôs blessings be the thing that 

keeps you from Him! 



Compel Them To Come In 

Luke 14:16-23 



Compel Them To Come In 

Luke 14:16-23 

ÅGr: anagkazo (an-ang-kad'-zo);  
ïMeaning to necessitate: 

ÅContains the idea of conscription  

ÅThe verb has to do with our attitude not our 

actions 
ïCf John Wesley: ñYe must be born againò 
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The Prodigal Son 

Luke 15:11-32 



The Prodigal Son 15:11-32 
Key lessons 

ÅThe father didnôt prevent the son óhaving at 

the worldô  
ïcf 1 Corintians 5:5  

ÅThe world will make promises it has no 

intention of keeping! 

ÅIt takes just a moment to repent & return 

ÅIt is possible to lose your inheritanceé 

ÅBut you cannot lose your óson-shipô 

ÅNever lose sight of the blessings of 

obedience!  



The Gospel of 

Luke 

 

The Gospel of 

Luke 

 
The Rich Man & Lazarus 

Luke 16:19-31 



The Great Divide 

Luke 16:19-31 

 


