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Thessalonica - History

A Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia
Secunda (o0second Mace

A It was founded in 315 B.C. by Cassander,
I Son-in-law of Philip of Macedon
I Became one of Al exander

A He named it after his wife Thessalonike,
I Half-sister of Alexander the Great.
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2"d Missionary Journey:
Following their time at Philippi, Paul & Silus head to Thesalonica Acts 17:1




Thessalonica - History

A Strategic location: It had a natural harbour
A Situated on Via Egnatia
I the main route between Rome and the East.

A It was the most populous town of Macedonia,

I and practically the capital of Greece, lllyricum,
and Macedonia.

AEsti mated 200, 000 | i v
I Thessalonica was almost made the capital of the
world;

A Today the 2nd most important city in Greece.



Now when tbey had passed tbvougb Ampbipoﬁs ano
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was a
synagogue of the Jews:

And Paul, as his manmer was, went in unto them, and
three sabbath 04V Teasoveo with them out of the

scriptures, Acts 17:1-10




Opening and alleging, that Christ wst needs have
suffered, and visen again from the dead; and that this
Jesus, whom I ;oveacg unto you, is Christ.

And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul
and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great wimltitude,
and of the chief women ot a few.

Acts 17:1-10




But the Jews which believed not, moveo with enuvy),
took unto them certain [ewd fe Hows OZ’ the baser sort,
and gathered a com;oa and set all the city on an
uproay, and assaulted tg bouse of Jason, and sought to

bring thew out to the peodo

And when tbey founb t em not, tbepg orew Jason ano
cevtain brethren unto the rulers of the city), crying,
These tbat have turned the world upsioe 00wn are come
hither al $0;

Acts 17:1-10




Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary
to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another
Ring, one Jesus.

And tbey troubled the eo;o[e and the rulers of the city),
when tbey heard these tljings.

And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the

other, they let them go.
And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and

Silas by night unto Bevea:
Acts 17:1-10




1st Thessalonians

A The first book by any famous author is

usually highly prized as indicating earliest
emphasi s and gi ft of

A The amazing amount of Christian teaching
that the apostle was able to fit into his short
stay at Thessalonica is clearly indicated by

the many doctrines he discusses as already
known by the Thessalonians.

William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary



1st Thessalonians

A Today the Ra
Lord are wide
evangelical C

nture and Second Advent of our
y believed and looked for by

nristians. This was not always

so. The revival of interest in this doctrine,
especially through the writings of the early
Brethren in Great Britain (18251 1850) was

largely based

on 1 Thessalonians. Without

this short Letter we would be terribly deprived
In our understanding of the various aspects
of Chri stos return.

William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary



Outline

A Coming of Christ Is an Inspiring Hope,
Chapter 1
A Coming of Christ Is a Working Hope,
Chapter 2
A Coming of Christ Is a Purifying Hope,
Ch 3:114:12
A Coming of Christ Is a Comforting Hope,
Ch 4:131 18
A Coming of Christ Is a Rousing Hope,
Chapter 5

J Vernon McGee,
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Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of
the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the
Lovd Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from
Go0 our Fatbev, and the Lo Jesus Christ.

We give thanks to God always for you all, making
wewtion of you in our prayers

Rewmembering without ceasing your work of faith, and
[abour of [ove, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10




Kuowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but
also in powey, and m the Ho[y G[aost, and in wmch
manmer of men we were

assuvance; as ye know what
awong you for Your sake.
And e became followers o

s, and of the Lovd, having

received the word in wimch a
Ho[y Ghost:

So that Ve were ensamp[es
Macedonia and Achaia.

fliction, with joy of the

to all that believe in

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10




For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we
need not to speak any thing.

For tbey tbemse[ves sbew of us wbat manney of
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God

from idols to serve the living and true God;
Ano to wait fov his Son fvom beaven, whow he raised
from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the

wmtb to come. 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10




The Wrath To Come

A Throughout the OT God has foretold of a
day when His wrath would be poured out on
an unbelieving and wicked world

A In contrast, repeated assurance are given
to the righteous that the will be delivered
from the day of wrath.



The day of the LORD

e
Howl ye; for the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall

come as a oestruction fvom the A[migbty

Tberec’fore shall all hands be aint, anod every man’s
heart shall melt:

And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorvows shall take
hold of tbem; tbey shall be in pain as a woman that
travaileth: tbey shall be amazed one at am)tber; their
faces shall be as ﬂames.

lIsaiah13:6-11




The day of the Lord

Bebo[b the bay f the LORD cometb cruel both with
ierce angey, to [ay the [anb beso[ate and he

For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof
shall not ?we their [i qut the sun shall be darkened in

orth, and the moon shall not cause her [igbt to

bis going

sbme
Isailah13:6-11




The day of the Lord

And I will pum'sb the world for their evil| and the
wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy
of the proud to cease, ano will [ay low the baugbtiness
of the terrible.

1 will make a man more precious than fine gold; even
a man than the golden wedge of Opbir.

Tberefore I will shake the beavens, and the earth
shall remove out of her E[ace, in the wrath of the

LORD of bosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.




The Righteous Delivered

And Abrabam dvew near, and said, Wilt thou also
0estroy the rigbteous with the wicked?

Peraduventure there be fifty vigbteous within the city:
wilt thou also 0estroy ano not spare the p[ace for the

fifty righteous that ave therein]

That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay
the rigbteous with the wicked: and that the vigbteous
should be as the wickeb, that be fav from thee: Shall not
the Juoge of all the earth do rigbt?

Genesis 18:23-25




The Righteous Delivered

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and
shut tby doors about thee: hide tbyse[f as it were for a
[ittle moment, until the indignation be overpast.

For, bebo[b, the LORD cometh out of his place to
pum'sb the inhabitants of the earth for their niquity):
the earth also shall disclose her B[oob, and shall no more
cover ber slain.

Isaiah 26:20-21




The Righteous Delivered

Seek Ve the LORD, all Ve meek of the eartb, which
have wrought bis jubgment[; seek Tighteousness, seek

meekness: it may) be ve shall be hid in the 04y of the

LORD's anger.
Zephaniah 2:3




The Righteous Delivered

————————————————
For in the time of trouble be shall hide me in bis
pavi[ion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hive me;

be shall set me up upon a rock.

Psalm 27:5




The Righteous Delivered

And the LORD said unto Noab, Come thou and all
tby house into the ark; for thee have I seen rigbteous

before me in this generation.




The Righteous Delivered

Watch ye therefore, and

be accounted wovtb tolescape a t ese thimgs

shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of wan.
Luke 21:36

AbThese things?©o:

A All nations in distress

A Global turmoil

A6 The day of the Lordé
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Chapter 2

A Paul reminds them of his example

oW
Oow
ow
oW

That

ow
oW
Oow

ne
ne
ne
ne
e
ne
ne
ne

NaC
Nag
Nag
nad
Nag
Nag
NadC

Nad

suffered v.2

been honest in all things v.3

not tried to please men v.4

not tried to take advantage v.5

not used them to further himself v.6
been gentle v.7

dedicated his life to serve v.8
worked to pay his own way v.9

ow he h adblabhabledn v6. 1 0
A All of this so that he could exhort them:

NThat
c al

e d

ye would wal k wort

you unto hi s ki

n



For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,
because, when ye recervel the wor of God which Ve
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as

it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh
also in you that believe.

1 Thessalonians 2:13

A Contrast this with Acts 17:11

A The Bereans are commended for diligently
checking everything out for themselves

A But are not the Thessalonians more so for a
simple child-like faith?



For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing Ave
1ot even ye m the presence of our Lor0 Jesus Christ at

his coming?
For e are our glory and joy.
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20

A Why did Paul contend to hard to see these
believers abide in the faith?

A Because he did not want to lose his prize!

A Who have you brought to the LORD?
I Or whom has the LORD entrusted to your care?

A What have you done to nurture them?
I Have you made your own life an example?
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Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we
thought it good to be left at Athens alone;

And sent Timotheus, our brother, and winister of God,
and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to
establish you, and to comfort you concevm'nf; your faith:

That no wman should be mowved 639 these aﬁ( 1ctions: fov
yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.

For verily, when we were with you, we told you
before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came

to pass, and ye know. 1 Thessalonians 3:1-7




For this canse, when 1 could no longer forbear, I sent to
kRnow your faith, lest by some means the tewpter have
tempted you, and our labour be in vain.

But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and
brought us good tidings of your faith and charity, and
that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring

greatly to see us, as we also to see you:
Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in
all our affliction and distress by your faith:

1 Thessalonians 3:1-7




And the Lovd make you to ncrease and abound in
love one toward anothey, and toward all wen, even as
we 00 toward You:

To the end he may) stablish YOuy hearts unblameable
in holiness before God, even our Father, at the cowing of

our Lov0 Jesus Christ with all his saints.
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13




\ \“\ d “

i<
) e B

Apd Rl 15en
ampaNant [
nYy

N N3 wwyh nfa) o'@dn'p1NEN3)
- NisS a5 rn,.-mhn'\k/h 5>
~P33) ANA N YA VPRI N T
0 Bwpl 1 on oW AN

_‘wmxs. gon
:‘,Dnnll'ﬁ

R




Furthermore then we beseech on, bvetbven, ano
exhort You {939 the Lovd ]esus, Z t as Ve have received

of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye
would abound more and more.

For e know what commandments we gave you by
the Lord Jesus.

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification,

that Ve should abstain fvom fovmcatmn
1 Thessalonians 4:1-3

A Let us go on to spiritual maturity!




The Bk of

none of

passSages
J Vernon McGee



The Rapture of the Church

A Controversial Doctrine?
Aor
AOur Blessed Hope?



The Rapture of the Church

AWhat does O6rapturebd
I To be translated from earth to heaven, without

dying

AExamples: Enoch / Elijah / Jesus / 2 Witnesses
ADoes the word Oraptu



Harpazo

Al1Thes4:177 iCaught upo
ATrans!l ated fr onharhpea zG

I to snatch away, to lift, transport, pluck, carry away or
rapture.

A In the Latin Vulgate translation,6 h ar p a z
IS actually translatedas 6 r apt ur us o
Ifrom which we deri ve th

ASo whil st the word Or
English translations, it is in the Bible



The Rapture of the Church

AWhat does O6rapturebd
I To be translated from earth to heaven, without

dying

AExamples: Enoch / Elijah / Jesus / 2 Witnesses
ADoes the word Oraptu
A Does the Bible teach that the Church will

be Raptured?
I If so, Why?
I When?



The Rapture of the Church

But 1 would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are as[ee;o, that e sovYow not,
even as others which have no hope.

Fov if we believe that Jesus died and vose again,

even so|them also which s[eep in Jesus will God bring

with him.

For this we say) unto You by the wor of the Lovo, that
we which ave alive and remain unto the coming of the
Lovd shall not prevent them which ave as[eep.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18




The Rapture of the Church

For the Lovd bimse[f shall descend fvom heaven
with a sbout, with the voice OJ: the archan e{, ano
with the trump of Go0: ano the 0ead m Cgvist shall
rise givst:

Then we which ave alive and remain shall be

‘caugbt up ‘togetbev with them in the c[oubs, to meet

the Lovd in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lov.

Wevefove comtort one another with these words|

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18




The Rapture of the Church

A The Church will be Raptured at some point
In the future

A We can be as sure of this as we can of

Chr

A This s
Churc

A We wi
I who

| st OS resurrecti on

nould be a great comfort to the
8

| be united with our loved ones
have died In the faith

APaul el aborates 1in



The Rapture of the Church

Now this I say) bvetbven, that ﬂesb and blood canmot
inherit the kingbom of Goo; neither doth corruption
inherit ncorruption.

Behold, 1 shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep,

but we shall all be changed,

In a wowtent, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: fov the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we Sba([ be changed.

1 Corinthians 15:50-55




The Rapture of the Church

So when this cowupti[)[e shall have put on
incorruption, and this wortal shall have put on
immovta[ity, then shall be bvougbt to pass the sayng

that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, wheve is thy
victory!
1 Corinthians 15:50-55
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The Purpose of The Rapture

But of the times and the seasoms, bvetbven, Ve have
10 eed that I write unto you.

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the
Lovd o cowieth as a tbief in the m’gbt.

For when they shall say, Peace and safetyy; then
sudden destruction cometh upon thew, as travail upon
a4 woman with cbi[b; ano tbe;g shall not escape.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9




The Purpose of The Rapture

Butt ve, brethren, are not in darkuess, that that day
should overtake vou as a tbief.

b i b il il <t
day: we are ot of the night, nov of darkness.

Tbevefove et us not s[eep, as 00 otbevs; but let us
watch and be sober.

For tbey that s[eep s[ee;o in the m’gbt; ano tbey that
be drunken are drunken in the m’gbt.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9




The Purpose of The Rapture

But let us, who are OZ: the day, be sober, putting on
the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helwmet,
the hope of salvation.

For IGod hatly not appointed us to wmtb

obtain salvation by our Lo Jesus Chyrist

Who died for us, that| whether we wake or sleep we

Sbou[b [TUC tOgetbeV Wity mm. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10

A Note: Wrath is not persecution
AThe OWratho is O0The d




The Purpose of The Rapture

A#1 to receive resurrection bodies fit for
eternity

A#2 to fulfil the promise Christ made in
John 14

A#3 to deliver us from the Wrath to come



The Tribulation

Pr

Miz
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|
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2

6Begi nni oears
Sorrowsa©éb
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Great Tribulation

31 Years 3l Years

—

T1I me of Godos
Revelation 6 - 19

Wr a |



Mi d Trib. (6F

Alt denies the doctrine of imminence
- that Christ could return at any time
Alt agrees that the Church must be
raptured before Go
ABut ignores the fact that the whole
tribulation period is a time of wrath
(Rev 6)



Post Trib. (2" Coming)

A At the 2nd Coming Jesus puts His feet
on the earth and stays to establish
His kingdom (Rev 19 / Matt 24/5)

A At the Rapture He meets the Church
In the air and takes her back to
heaven (John 14/ 1 Thes 1)



Post Trib. (2" Coming)

A At the 2nd Coming Jesus comes with
His saints (Rev 19 / Jude)

A At the Rapture Jesus comes for His
saints (John 14/ 1 Thes 4)



Post Trib. (2" Coming)

A At the 2nd Coming Jesus comes to
Intercede on behalf of Israel at the
battle of Armageddon (Hos 5:15/Zech 14)

A At the Rapture Jesus comes to take
the Church back to Heaven
(John 14 /1 Thes 4)



Post Trib. (24 Coming)

A At the 2nd Coming every eye will see
Him (Rev 19 / Matt 24)

A At the Rapture only the resurrected
believers see HIM (Acts 1/ 1 Thes 4)



Post Trib. (2" Coming)

A At the 2nd Coming Jesus will judge
the nations (Matt 25)

A At the Rapture Jesus will judge
(reward) the Church (1 cor 3/ Ps 50)

AThe Judgement seat of Christ takes
place in heaven and we are rewarded
with crowns that Jesus wears at His
Second Coming. (2 Cor 5/ Rev 19)



Post Trib. (2" Coming)

AThe book of Revelation clearly shows
the Church in heaven before the

throne before the Tribulation begins
(Rev 4/5)

AThe Marriage Supper of the Lamb
takes place in Heaven before the 2nd
Coming (Eph 5/ Rev 19)



The Biggest Problem?

AWas the death of Christ sufficient to
pay for all our sin?

AbTet el @B & iad Ginnnosof u |l

AThen Jesus took the wrath of God
upon Himself for us (isaiah 53:10/ 2 Cor 5:21)

Alf the Church remains for a moment
o f Godos wr at h, |t
completed work of Christ



Now we exchort you, brethren, warn them that are
unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be
patient toward all wen,

See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but

ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves,
and to all wen.

1 Thessalonians 5:14-24




Rejoice evermore.

Pmﬁ without ceasini;.

1 Thessalonians 5:14-24




