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Thessalonica - History 
ÅThessalonica was the capital of Macedonia 

Secunda (ósecond Macedoniaô) 

ÅIt was founded in 315 B.C. by Cassander,  

ïSon-in-law of Philip of Macedon  

ïBecame one of Alexanderôs four key generals,  

ÅHe named it after his wife Thessalonike, 

ïHalf-sister of Alexander the Great. 
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2nd Missionary Journey: 

Following their time at Philippi, Paul & Silus head to Thesalonica   Acts 17:1 



Thessalonica - History 
ÅStrategic location: It had a natural harbour 

ÅSituated on Via Egnatia 

ïthe main route between Rome and the East. 

ÅIt was the most populous town of Macedonia,  

ïand practically the capital of Greece, Illyricum, 

and Macedonia.  

ÅEstimated 200,000 lived there in Paulôs day.  

ïThessalonica was almost made the capital of the 

world;  

ÅToday the 2nd most important city in Greece. 



Acts 17:1-10 
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1st Thessalonians 
ÅThe first book by any famous author is 

usually highly prized as indicating earliest 

emphasis and gift of communicationé 

ÅThe amazing amount of Christian teaching 

that the apostle was able to fit into his short 

stay at Thessalonica is clearly indicated by 

the many doctrines he discusses as already 

known by the Thessalonians.  
   William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary 



1st Thessalonians 
ÅToday the Rapture and Second Advent of our 

Lord are widely believed and looked for by 

evangelical Christians. This was not always 

so. The revival of interest in this doctrine, 

especially through the writings of the early 

Brethren in Great Britain (1825ï1850) was 

largely based on 1 Thessalonians. Without 

this short Letter we would be terribly deprived 

in our understanding of the various aspects 

of Christôs return.  
   William MacDonald, Believer's Bible Commentary 



Outline 
ÅComing of Christ Is an Inspiring Hope,  

       Chapter 1 

ÅComing of Christ Is a Working Hope,  
       Chapter 2 

ÅComing of Christ Is a Purifying Hope,  
       Ch 3:1ï4:12 

ÅComing of Christ Is a Comforting Hope,  
       Ch 4:13ï18    

ÅComing of Christ Is a Rousing Hope,  
       Chapter 5  
                  J Vernon McGee,  



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 1 



1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
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1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 



The Wrath To Come 
ÅThroughout the OT God has foretold of a 

day when His wrath would be poured out on 

an unbelieving and wicked world 

ÅIn contrast, repeated assurance are given 

to the righteous that the will be delivered 

from the day of wrath.  



Isaiah13:6-11 

The day of the LORD 



Isaiah13:6-11 

The day of the Lord 



Isaiah13:6-11 

The day of the Lord 



Genesis 18:23-25 

The Righteous Delivered 



Isaiah 26:20-21 

The Righteous Delivered 



Zephaniah 2:3 

The Righteous Delivered 



Psalm 27:5 

The Righteous Delivered 



Genesis 7:5 

The Righteous Delivered 



The Righteous Delivered 

Luke 21:36 

ÅóThese thingsô: 

ÅAll nations in distress 

ÅGlobal turmoil 

ÅóThe day of the Lordô   óTribulationô  



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 
Chapter 2 

ñThe greatest missionary manual 

ever writtenò 
Chuck Missler 



Chapter 2 
ÅPaul reminds them of his example  
ïHow he had suffered v.2 

ïHow he had been honest in all things v.3 

ïHow he had not tried to please men v.4 

ïHow he had not tried to take advantage v.5 

ïThat he had not used them to further himself v.6 

ïHow he had been gentle v.7 

ïHow he had dedicated his life to serve v.8 

ïHow he had worked to pay his own way v.9 

ïHow he had been óunblamableô v.10 

ÅAll of this so that he could exhort them: 
ñThat ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 

called you unto his kingdom and gloryò 



1 Thessalonians 2:13 

ÅContrast this with Acts 17:11 

ÅThe Bereans are commended for diligently 

checking everything out for themselves 

ÅBut are not the Thessalonians more so for a 

simple child-like faith? 

 



1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 

ÅWhy did Paul contend to hard to see these 

believers abide in the faith? 

ÅBecause he did not want to lose his prize! 

ÅWho have you brought to the LORD? 
ïOr whom has  the LORD entrusted to your care? 

ÅWhat have you done to nurture them? 
ïHave you made your own life an example? 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 3 



1 Thessalonians 3:1-7 



1 Thessalonians 3:1-7 



1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 4 



1 Thessalonians 4:1-3 

ÅLet us go on to spiritual maturity! 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 
Chapter 4:13-18 

ñone of the most important prophetic 

passages in the Scripturesò 
J Vernon McGee 



The Rapture of the Church 

ÅControversial Doctrine?  

Åor  

ÅOur Blessed Hope? 



The Rapture of the Church 

ÅWhat does óraptureô mean? 
ïTo be translated from earth to heaven, without 

dying 
ÅExamples: Enoch / Elijah / Jesus / 2 Witnesses  

ÅDoes the word óraptureô occur in the Bible? 



Harpazo 

Å1 Thes 4:17 ï  ñCaught upò 

ÅTranslated from the Greek word óharpazoô  

ïto snatch away, to lift, transport, pluck, carry away or 
rapture. 

ÅIn the Latin Vulgate translation, óharpazoô     
is actually translated as órapturusô,  

ïfrom which we derive the word óraptureô 

ÅSo whilst the word óraptureô is not found in 
English translations, it is in the Bible 



The Rapture of the Church 

ÅWhat does óraptureô mean? 
ïTo be translated from earth to heaven, without 

dying 
ÅExamples: Enoch / Elijah / Jesus / 2 Witnesses  

ÅDoes the word óraptureô occur in the Bible? 

ÅDoes the Bible teach that the Church will 

be Raptured? 
ïIf so, Why? 

ïWhen? 

 



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  



The Rapture of the Church 

ÅThe Church will be Raptured at some point 
in the future 

ÅWe can be as sure of this as we can of 
Christôs resurrection 

ÅThis should be a great comfort to the 
Church 

ÅWe will be united with our loved ones  
ïwho have died in the faith 

ÅPaul elaborates in Corinthiansé  
 



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 



The Rapture of the Church 

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 



The Book of  

1st Thessalonians 

Chapter 5 



The Purpose of The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9  



The Purpose of The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9  



The Purpose of The Rapture 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-10  

ÅNote: Wrath is not persecution 

ÅThe óWrathô is óThe day of the Lordô  



The Purpose of The Rapture 

Å#1 to receive resurrection bodies fit for 

eternity 

Å#2 to fulfil the promise Christ made in 

John 14  

 

 
 

Å#3 to deliver us from the Wrath to come 

 

 
 



The Tribulation 

7 Years 

3 ½   Years 3 ½   Years 

óBeginning of 

Sorrowsô 
Great Tribulation 

Time of Godôs Wrath 

Revelation 6 - 19 

Post 

Trib 

Mid 

Trib 

Pre 

Trib 

? 



Mid Trib. (óPre Wrathô) 

ÅIt denies the doctrine of imminence  
 - that Christ could return at any time  
ÅIt agrees that the Church must be 
raptured before Godôs wrathé 
ÅBut ignores the fact that the whole 

tribulation period is a time of wrath 
(Rev 6)   

 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

ÅAt the 2nd Coming Jesus puts His feet 
on the earth and stays to establish 
His kingdom (Rev 19 / Matt 24/5) 
 

ÅAt the Rapture He meets the Church 
in the air and takes her back to 
heaven (John 14 / 1 Thes 1) 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

ÅAt the 2nd Coming Jesus comes with 
His saints (Rev 19 / Jude) 
 

ÅAt the Rapture Jesus comes for His 
saints (John 14 / 1 Thes 4) 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

ÅAt the 2nd Coming Jesus comes to 
intercede on behalf of Israel at the 
battle of Armageddon (Hos 5:15/Zech 14) 
 

ÅAt the Rapture Jesus comes to take 
the Church back to Heaven   
     (John 14 / 1 Thes 4) 
   

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

ÅAt the 2nd Coming every eye will see 
Him (Rev 19 / Matt 24) 
 

ÅAt the Rapture only the resurrected 
believers see Him (Acts 1 / 1 Thes 4) 

 
 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

ÅAt the 2nd Coming Jesus will judge 
the nations (Matt 25) 
 

ÅAt the Rapture Jesus will judge 
(reward) the Church (1 Cor 3 / Ps 50) 
 

ÅThe Judgement seat of Christ takes 
place in heaven and we are rewarded 
with crowns that Jesus wears at His 
Second Coming. (2 Cor 5 / Rev 19)  

 



Post Trib. (2nd Coming) 

ÅThe book of Revelation clearly shows 
the Church in heaven before the 
throne before the Tribulation begins 
(Rev 4/5) 
 

ÅThe Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
takes place in Heaven before the 2nd 
Coming (Eph 5 / Rev 19)  

 

 



The Biggest Problem? 

ÅWas the death of Christ sufficient to 
pay for all our sin? 
ÅóTetelastaiô ï óPaid in fullô (John 19:30)   
ÅThen Jesus took the wrath of God 

upon Himself for us (Isaiah 53:10 / 2 Cor 5:21) 

ÅIf the Church remains for a moment 
of Godôs wrath, it is a denial of the 
completed work of Christ 



1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 



1 Thessalonians 5:14-24 


