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In Defense of the Gospel 

ÅChapter 1: Paulôs Personal Witness       

ÅChapter 2: The Witness of the Apostles 

ÅChapter 3: Paulôs appeal to personal experience 

ÅChapter 4: 

 



Six Arguments 

1)  The Personal Argument      3:1ï5 

2)  The Scriptural Argument      3:6ï14 

3) The Logical Argument       3:15ï18 
  

4)  The Dispensational Argument  4:1ï11  

5)  The Sentimental Argument     4:12ï18  

6)  The Allegorical Argument      4:19ï31   



The Epistle to the 

Galatians 
Chapter 4 



ñDispensationsò 

ÅWhat does óDispensationalô mean? 

ÅFrom a Biblical perspective, a Dispensation 
is a period of time separated by two key 
Scriptural events. 

ÅñThe ordering of life and events by Godò 

ÅñA divine decree affecting an individual or 
groupò - Collins 

ÅTypically most commentators conclude that 
there are 7 ódispensationsô  - i.e. periods of 
time in which God has and will deal with 
mankind 



ñDispensationsò 
(Traditional View) 

1. Innocence    Gen 1:28 

2. Conscience   Gen 3:7 

3. Human Government  Gen 8:15 

4. Promise    Gen 12:1 

5. Law     Exo 19:1 

6. Church  (ñGraceò)  Acts 2:1 

7. Kingdom    Rev 20:4 



Å1st Dispensation  Creation to the Fall 

Å2nd Dispensation The Fall to the Flood 

Å3rd Dispensation  The Flood to Abraham 

Å4th Dispensation Abraham to the Law 

Å5th Dispensation  The Law to Cross 

Å6th Dispensation The Cross to 2nd Coming 

Å7th Dispensation The Kingdom Age 

 

ñDispensationsò 
(Traditional View) 



The Seven Dispensations 
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 Alternative View 



Dispensational View 
ÅPaul is now going to highlight a distinction 

between the Old Testament believers (Law) 
with those in this present dispensation 
(Grace). 

ÅThe issue that Paul will raise is one of Son-
ship ï something very familiar to the people 
in that culture at that time. 



Dispensational View 

ÅChild vs. Heir 

ïIt the Old Testament times, not all offspring 

were recognised as ósonsô.  

ïChildren were not recognized as their 

fatherôs heirs until they were officially 

adopted as sons. 

ïKnowing this will help us to understand the 

first seven verses of Galatians 4 which 

look at this issue from the perspective of a 

household of that day: 



ÅPaul highlights the distinction between a 

óchildô (Gr. nepios , ñinfant, young child; 

without speechò) i.e. one who did not have a 

voiceé 

Å..with an Heir (Gr. huios, ñsonò) 

ÅThe child is no different than a servant in 

that he has no say, even though technically 

all may be rightfully his. 

Galatians 4:1 



ÅThough by birthright he would eventually 

own the entire estate, he nevertheless was 

kept in subservience like a slave in that he 

enjoyed no freedom and could make no 

decisions.  

ÅIn fact the heir as a child was under 

guardians (Gr. epitropos , different from the 

Gr. paidagog in 3:24-25) who watched over 

his person, and trustees (Gr. Oikonomos) 

who protected his estate. 

Galatians 4:2 



ÅThis was true until he came of age as a son 

ÅThat age varied in the Jewish, Grecian, and 

Roman societies. 

ÅThe coming of age was always associated 

with a ceremony to formally acknowledge 

the son as an heir 

Galatians 4:2 



ÅPaul uses this example to demonstrate that 

we were once óchildrenô that had not been 

appointed as heirs. 

ÅIn fact, in our previous state we were 

actually as slaves (Gr. nepios) 

ÅThe scope of that slavery was described as 

being under the basic rudiments               

(Gr.  stoicheion) of the world  
ïbe it the Jewish Law or Greek or Roman Culture 

 

Galatians 4:3 



ÅThus all were enslaved until Christ came to 

liberate all who would simply believe in His 

name 

ÅHopefully the penny is starting to drop for 

these Galatians who were also now 

liberated! 

Galatians 4:3 



ÅAs explained in v.2, that is the time 

appointed by the Father.  

ÅAs a human father chose the time for his 

child to become an óadultô son,and heiré  

Åéso the heavenly Father chose the time for 

the coming of Christ to make a way for 

people to transition from bondage under Law 

to spiritual sonship through Christ.  

Galatians 4:4 



ÅThis ñfulness of the timeò was: 

1) When the Roman civilization had brought peace 
and a road system which facilitated travel;  

2) When the Grecian civilization provided a language 
which was adopted as the lingua franca of the 
empire; and 

3) When the Jews had proclaimed monotheism and 
the messianic hope in the synagogues of the 
Mediterranean world. 

4) As Gabriel had precisely predicted to Daniel, the 
ó69 weeksô were now complete  Dan 9:24-27 

Galatians 4:4 



ÅIt was then that God sent His Son, the 

preexistent One, out of heaven and to earth 

on a mission.  

ÅThe ñSonò was not only Deity; He was also 

humanity as the expression born of a woman 

indicates. 

ï[v.4 emphasizes the Eternal Sonship of Christ:    

   1 John 4:9, 10; John 3:16; et al] 

Galatians 4:4 



ÅThe reference to His mother only 

harmonizes with the doctrine of the virgin 

birth as taught in the Gospels  

          cf. Matt. 1:18 

ÅWhy a virgin birth?        Gen 3:15; Isaiah 7:14  

ÅCurse on Jeconiah       Jer 22:24-30 

Galatians 4:4 



ÅChrist was born under Law as a Jew;  

ÅHe kept the Law perfectly;  

fulfilled it;     cf. Matt. 5:17  

ÅBut though not guilty Himself, He finally paid 

its curse     cf. Gal. 3:13 

ÅñMade sin for usò    2 Cor 5:21 

Galatians 4:4 



ÅFirst, He came to redeem those under Law.      

(Gr. exagorazo) 

This is not a redemption from the curse of the Law 

(as in 3:13), but from a slavery to the entire 

Mosaic system.  

The emphasis is not on the penalty of the Law as 

in 3:13, but on its bondage.  

ÅSince Christ redeemed and set free those who 

were under the Law, why should Gentile converts 

now wish to be placed under it? 

Galatians 4:5 



ÅSecond, Christôs Incarnation and death 

secured for believers the full rights of sons  

ÅAll the enjoyments and privileges of a mature 

son in a family belong to those who have 

entered into the benefits of Christôs 

redemptive work. 

ïñAnd if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 

joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 

him, that we may be also glorified together.ò 

        Rom 8:17  

Galatians 4:5 



ÅGod the Father not only ñsent His Sonò; He 

also sent the Spirit.  

ïThus, the full Trinity is involved in the work of 

salvation. The Holy Spirit is a gift of God to 

every believer because of sonship. No sons or 

daughters lack the Spirit.  

ÅFurther, He is present within each believerôs 

heart to give evidence of that oneôs position 

in Godôs family.  

Galatians 4:6 



ÅThe Spirit moves the believer to pray to God, 

addressing Him as Abba, Father    Rom. 8:15 

ÅThe word ñAbbaò is the Aramaic word for 

ñFather.ò 

ÅIt is appropriate to compare to the English 

word ñDaddy.ò 

Galatians 4:6 



ÅUsed by Christ in Gethsemane     Mark 14:36  

ÅThis familiar form indicates intimacy and 

trust as opposed to the formalism of 

legalism.     Cf. Rom 8:15, 16 

Galatians 4:6 



Hebrew Alphabet Lesson 

   a Aleph = ñfirst, or leaderò  

   B  Beth = ñhouseò  

   Ba  Ab   = ñthe Leader of the Houseò 

          = ñfatherò  

   h   Heh  = ñessence, breath or spiritò  

   Bha  Ahab = the essence of the father 

           = ñloveò            John 3:16 



ÅTo conclude, Paul declared that the 

Galatians were no longer slaves, but were 

sons and heirs.  

ï[The plural forms in verse 6 were replaced by 

the singular forms in verse 7 thus making the 

application  more direct and personal.] 

ÅIn Godôs family, sonship carries with it 

heirship     Cf. Rom. 8:14-17 

Galatians 4:7 



ÅPrior to conversion the Galatians, in their 

ignorance of the one true God, they were 

misled by pagan priestcraft into bondage to 

false gods such as Zeus and Hermes  

      cf. Acts 14:11-13 

Galatians 4:8 



  Gr.  ginosko: to learn to know, come to know, 

get a knowledge of; perceive, feel; to 

become known; also, idiom for the intimate 

relationship between a man and a woman  

Galatians 4:9 



ÅA great change had taken place and they came  

ïto know God (salvation from the perspective of man), or 

ï to be known by God (salvation from Godôs perspective).  

ÅYet having come to know intimately and on a 

personal level the true God, the Galatians were 

giving up the liberty and light of Christianity for the 

twilight and bondage of Judaism. 

Galatians 4:9 



ÅPaul was amazed and dismayed. Did they 
understand that they would be going back to a 
state of religious slavery? Was this their desire?  

ÅIf so, why would they be attracted to a system that 
was weak (it could not justify or energize for godly 
living) and miserable (it could not provide an 
inheritance). 

ÅThe principles (stoicheia) of that system are ñof the 
world,ò as Paul had already said in verse 3. 

Galatians 4:9 



ÅThere are only two religions in the 
world: the true and false.  

ïFalse religions are alike in that they say,  
  ñSomething in my hand I bring.ò  

ïThe true religion revealed from heaven 
leads one to sing,  
  ñNothing in my hand I bring.ò 

ï ñNot by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.ò   Titus 3:5 

 

True & False 



ÅñThe Jewsô catechism is his calendarò 

     --Samson Raphael Hirsch  

ÅUnder the influence of the Judaizers the 

Galatians had begun to observe the Mosaic 

calendar.  

ÅThey kept special days (the 70 HaMoyadim, 

ñthe appointed timesò: weekly Sabbaths and 

seasonal festivals such as Passover, 

Pentecost, and Tabernacles, etc.) 

Galatians 4:10, 



ÅThey observed these special times, thinking that 

they would thereby gain additional merit before 

God.  

ÅBut Paul had already made it clear that works 

could not be added to faith as grounds for either 

justification or sanctification.  Cf. Col. 2:16, 17 

ÅPaul does not object to these observances for he 

kept them himself as a Jew. He objected to 

Gentiles taking to them as a means of salvation.  

Galatians 4:10, 



Ålit., ñI have labored to the point of 

exhaustionò  - if their attachment to legalistic 

practices were to continue.  

ÅThe apostleôs words emphasized his strong 

antipathy toward legalistic religion.  

ÅAnd this coming from someone who was 

once more zealous for the Jews religion than 

anyone! 

ÅBut he now counted all that as rubbish!  

Galatians 4:11 



ÅSome may make good impressions, but are 

not of us: 

ïñThey went out from us, but they were not of us; 

for if they had been of us, they would no doubt 

have continued with us: but they went out, that 

they might be made manifest that they were not 

all of us.ò      1 John 2:19  

Galatians 4:11 



Six Arguments 

1)  The Personal Argument      3:1ï5 

2)  The Scriptural Argument      3:6ï14 

3) The Logical Argument       3:15ï29 
  

4)  The Dispensational Argument  4:1ï11  

5)  The Sentimental Argument     4:12ï18  

6)  The Allegorical Argument      4:19ï31   



ÅIntensifying his personal appeal, Paul 

challenged the Galatians, ñBecome like me, 

for I became like you, that is, become free 

from the Law as I am, for after my 

conversion I became like the Gentiles, no 

longer living under the Law.ò    1 Cor 9:20, 21 

ÅThe irony, however, was that the Galatian 

Gentiles were putting themselves under the 

Law after their conversions. 

Galatians 4:12 



ÅThe last clause of verse 12 also belongs with 

the following verses in which Paul related 

how he was received by the Galatians on his 

first visit to them    cf. Acts 13-14  

ÅAt that time he labored under the handicap 

of an illness but remained until he had 

preached the gospel to them. 

Galatians 4:12 



ÅPaul sought to touch their hearts by 

reminding them of those earlier days when 

he came to Antioch in Pisidia, and to 

Iconium, Lystra, and Derbeïall these were 

Galatian cities.  

ÅHe came not with pomp and ceremony, nor 

to profess authority over them, but lowly, 

preaching Christ crucified.     Cf. 2 Cor 12:9  

Galatians 4:13 



Galatians 4:13 



ÅIt is widely assumed that Paulôs infirmity 

involved his eyes... yet they overlooked it or 

spared him any rejection.  

ÅIt is interesting that Paul healed many sick, 

but never healed himself. 

ÅThree times he prayed, but Godôs grace had 

to be sufficient    Cf. 2 Cor 12:9  

 

Galatians 4:14 



ÅThey had received Paul with joy, 

congratulating themselves that the apostle 

had preached in their midst.  

ÅAnd even seemingly made a strange offer! 

Galatians 4:15 


