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In Defense of the Gospel

AChapter 1: Paul 6s Per s
A Chapter 2: The Witness of the Apostles
AChapter 3: Paul d6s appe
A Chapter 4:



Six Arguments

1) The Personal Argument 3:1i 5
2) The Scriptural Argument 3:6i 14
3) The Logical Argument 3:15i 18

4) The Dispensational Argument 4:11 11
5) The Sentimental Argument  4:121 18
6) The Allegorical Argument 4:191 31



The Epistle to the
Galatians

Chapter 4



NDI spensat.i

AWhat does ODispensat.i

A From a Biblical perspective, a Dispensation
IS a period of time separated by two key
Scriptural events.

AiThe ordering of |if
ARA divine decree aff
g r O uQollibs

A Typically most commentators conclude that
t here are 7 oOickipsrpdsaofs a

time in which God has and will deal with
mankind

e
e



N o O R Db

NDI spensat.i

(Traditional View)

Innocence Gen 1:28
Conscience Gen 3:7

Human Government Gen 8:15
Promise Gen 12:1
e\ Exo 19:1

Chur ch (NGrAacsed)
Kingdom Rev 20:4



NDI spensat.i

(Traditional View)
A 1st Dispensation Creation to the Fall

A 2nd Dispensation The Fall to the Flood
A 31 Dispensation The Flood to Abraham

A 4t Dispensation Abraham to the Law

A5t Dispensation The Law to Cross

A 6 Dispensation The Cross to 24 Coming

A7t Dispensation The Kingdom Age



The Seven Dispensations
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The Seven Dispensations

Alternative View
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Dispensational View

A Paul is now going to highlight a distinction
between the Old Testament believers (Law)
with those In this present dispensation
(Grace).

A The issue that Paul will raise is one of Son-
ship i something very familiar to the people
In that culture at that time.



Dispensational View

A Child vs. Heir

| It the Old Testament times, not all offspring
were recogni sed as 0

I Children were not recognized as their
fatheros heirs wunti |
adopted as sons.

I Knowing this will help us to understand the
first seven verses of Galatians 4 which
look at this issue from the perspective of a
household of that day:




Now I say), That the beir, as [ong as he is ¢

differeth nothing from a servant, though he be
[o7d of all;

Galatians 4:1

A Paul highlights the distinction between a

Oc hiGh.gkpios( ni nfant, yo
wi t hhout speecho) 1 . e.
VoI ceé

A ..with an Heir (Gr. huios,fi s o n 0 )

A The child is no different than a servant in
that he has no say, even though technically
all may be rightfully his.



But is under ntil the time
appomteo of the fatper. Galotians 4.9

A Though by birthright he would eventually
own the entire estate, he nevertheless was
kept in subservience like a slave in that he

enjoyed no freedom and could make no
decisions.

A In fact the heir as a child was under
guardians (Gr. epitropos , different from the
Gr. paidagog In 3:24-25) who watched over
his person, and trustees (Gr. Olkonomos)
who protected his estate.



But 1s unoer tutors anod governors until the time

a Ommb M atyer. Galatians 4:2

A This was true until he came of age as a son

A That age varied in the Jewish, Grecian, and
Roman societies.

A The coming of age was always associated
with a ceremony to formally acknowledge
the son as an heir




e, when we were

onoage unoer thelelements of the world:
Galatians 4:3

A Paul uses this example to demonstrate that
we were once o0chi |l dre
appointed as heirs.

A In fact, in our previous state we were
actually as slaves (Gr. nepios)

A The scope of that slavery was described as
being under the basic rudiments

(Gr. stoicheion) of the world
I be it the Jewish Law or Greek or Roman Culture




Even so we, when we were children, were in

bonbage under the elements of the world:
Galatians 4:3

A Thus all were enslaved until Christ came to
liberate all who would simply believe in His
name

A Hopefully the penny is starting to drop for
these Galatians who were also now
liberated!



But when thelfulness of the time as come, God

sent forth his Son, made of a woman,

made under the law, e

A As explained in v.2, that is the time
appointed by the Father.

A As a human father chose the time for his
chi Il d to become an 0a

Aéso the heavenly Fath
the coming of Christ to make a way for
people to transition from bondage under Law
to spiritual sonship through Christ.



But when thelfulness of the time as come, God

sent forth his Son, made of a woman,

made under the law,

Galatians 4:4

AThis Afulness of the tin

1) When the Roman civilization had brought peace
and a road system which facilitated travel,

2) When the Grecian civilization provided a language
which was adopted as the lingua franca of the
empire; and

3) When the Jews had proclaimed monotheism and

the messianic hope in the synagogues of the
Mediterranean world.

4) As Gabriel had precisely predicted to Daniel, the
069 weeksO wer ®anfaaX@-mWw Cc 0 Mmf



But when the time was come, Goo

sent Torth bis Sonfmade of a woman,

Galatians 4:4

A It was then that God sent His Son, the
preexistent One, out of heaven and to earth
on a mission.

AThe fiSond was not onl
humanity as the expression born of a woman
iIndicates.

I [v.4 emphasizes the Eternal Sonship of Christ:
1 John 4:9, 10; John 3:16; et al]



But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth bis Son

made under the law, L Seeng

A The reference to His mother only
harmonizes with the doctrine of the virgin
birth as taught in the Gospels

cf. Matt. 1:18

A Why a virgin birth? Gen 3:15; Isaiah 7:14
A Curse on Jeconiah Jer 22:24-30



But when the fulness of the time was come, God

sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
ade under the law % sty

A Christ was born under Law as a Jew:
A He kept the Law perfectly;

fulfilled It; cf. Matt. 5:17
A But though not guilty Himself, He finally paid
Its curse cf. Gal. 3:13

AiMade sin for2cusial



Tq redeem them that were under the Law,

we might recerve the adoption of soms.
Galatians 4:5

A First, He came to redeem those under Law.
(Gr. exagorazo)

This Is not a redemption from the curse of the Law
(as in 3:13), but from a slavery to the entire
Mosalic system.

The emphasis is not on the penalty of the Law as
In 3:13, but on its bondage.

A Since Christ redeemed and set free those who
were under the Law, why should Gentile converts
now wish to be placed under It?




em that were under the law, that

drecerve the adoption of soms.

Galatians 4:5

ASecond, Christos I nca
secured for believers the full rights of sons

A All the enjoyments and privileges of a mature
son in a family belong to those who have
entered I nto the bene
redemptive work.

InAnd 1 f chil dren, then
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be al s

Rom 8:17



And because ye are sons, Goo hath sent fovtb the
Spirit of his Son into YOur bearts, crying, Abba,

Fﬁtbev Galatians 4:6

AGod the Father notHeon
also sent the Spirit.
I Thus, the full Trinity is involved in the work of
salvation. The Holy Spirit is a gift of God to
every believer because of sonship. No sons or
daughters lack the Spirit.
AFurther, He is pr
heart to gl ve eVl
Il n Godos family.

esen
denc



And because ye are sons, God hath sent fortb the

Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cvying,
Fatber.

Galatians 4:6

A The Spirit moves the believer to pray to God,
addressing Him as Abba, Father Rom. 8:15

AThe word AAbbao is th
nNFat her . 0O

A It is appropriate to compare to the English
word nDaddy. o



And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cvying,

Fﬂtbev- Galatians 4:6

A Used by Christ in Gethsemane  Mark 14:36

A This familiar form indicates intimacy and
trust as opposed to the formalism of
legalism. Cf. Rom 8:15, 16



Hebrew Alphabet Lesson

dAleph= nfirrst, or |

B Beth=fihouse?od

Ba Ab = fAthe Leader
= NnNfathero

N Heh = fiessence, br

Bha Ahab = the essence of the father
= Nl ov e o John3:16



Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a sow;

and if a son, then an beir of God through Christ.

Galatians 4:7

A To conclude, Paul declared that the
Galatians were no longer slaves, but were
sons and heirs.

I [The plural forms in verse 6 were replaced by
the singular forms in verse 7 thus making the
application more direct and personal.]

Aln Goddos family, sons
heirship Cf. Rom. 8:14-17



Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did

service unto them which by nature dare no goos.
Galatians 4:8

A Prior to conversion the Galatians, in their
ignorance of the one true God, they were
misled by pagan priestcraft into bondage to
false gods such as Zeus and Hermes

cf. Acts 14:11-13



But now, after that ve havelknown Goo,lor are

how turn Ve again to the

weak and Deggarly elements, whereunto ye
oesire again to be in bonbage? ey e AW

Gr. ginosko: to learn to know, come to know,
get a knowledge of; perceive, feel; to
become known; also, idiom for the intimate
relationship between a man and a woman



But now, arter that ve havelknown Goo,lor are

how turn Ve again to the

weak and Deggarly elements, whereunto ye
oesire again to be in bonbage? ey e AW

A A great change had taken place and they came
I to know God (salvation from the perspective of man), or
I to be known by God (sal vat

A Yet having come to know intimately and on a
personal level the true God, the Galatians were
giving up the liberty and light of Christianity for the
twilight and bondage of Judaism.



But now, after that ye have known God, or are
rather known of God, how turn Ve again to the

weak and beggarly elements|whereunto ye

Desire agam to be m bondage! Galatians 4:9

A Paul was amazed and dismayed. Did they
understand that they would be going back to a
state of religious slavery? Was this their desire?

A If so, why would they be attracted to a system that
was weak (it could not justify or energize for godly
living) and miserable (it could not provide an
iInheritance).

A The principles (stoicheia) of t hat sys
worl d, o as Paul Jveraed3. al r €



True & False

AThere are only two religions in the
world: the true and false.

I False religions are alike in that they say,
NSomet hing I n my

I The true religion revealed from heaven
leads one to sing,
NNot hing I n my ha
I "nNot by works of riog
have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of Ttuh3e



Ye observe days, and wonths, and times, and

years. Galatians 4:10,

Al The Jewsd catechism
--Samson Raphael Hirsch

A Under the influence of the Judaizers the
Galatians had begun to observe the Mosaic
calendar.

A They kept special days (the 70 HaMoyadim,
Nt he appointed ti meso
seasonal festivals such as Passover,
Pentecost, and Tabernacles, etc.)




Ye observe days, and wonths, and times, and

wem's- Galatians 4:10,

A They observed these special times, thinking that
they would thereby gain additional merit before
God.

A But Paul had already made it clear that works
could not be added to faith as grounds for either
justification or sanctification. Cf. Col. 2:16, 17

A Paul does not object to these observances for he
Kept them himself as a Jew. He objected to
Gentiles taking to them as a means of salvation.




I am afraid of you, lest T have bestowed upon you

[abouv il’l 'Uain' Galatians 4:11

Al'it., @Al have | abored
e X h a u s-tif theirmatbachment to legalistic
practices were to continue.

AThe apostleds words e
antipathy toward legalistic religion.

A And this coming from someone who was
once more zealous for the Jews religion than
anyone!

A But he now counted all that as rubbish!




I am afraid of you, lest T have bestowed upon you

[abom' T Udin. Galatians 4:11

A Some may make good impressions, but are
not of us:

IinThey went out from us,
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they went out, that
they might be made manifest that they were not
all of wus. o 1 John 2:19



Six Arguments

1) The Personal Argument 3:1i 5
2) The Scriptural Argument 3:6i 14
3) The Logical Argument 3:15i 29

4) The Dispensational Argument 4:11 11
5) The Sentimental Argument  4:121 18
6) The Allegorical Argument 4:191 31



Brethren, I beseech you, be as 1 am [or I am as ye

are. ye have not injured me at all. Ll o

A Intensifying his personal appeal, Paul
chall enged t he Gal at |
for | became like you, that Is, become free
from the Law as | am, for after my
conversion | became like the Gentiles, no
| onger | 1 ving WWwCordm®mrl t

A The irony, however, was that the Galatian
Gentiles were putting themselves under the
Law after their conversions.



Bvetbren, I beseech you, be as I an, [ov I am as ye

are. ye have not injured me at all. Ll o

A The last clause of verse 12 also belongs with
the following verses in which Paul related
how he was received by the Galatians on his
first visit to them cf. Acts 13-14

A At that time he labored under the handicap
of an illness but remained until he had
preached the gospel to them.



Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I

preached the gospel unto you at the first.
Galatians 4:13

A Paul sought to touch their hearts by
reminding them of those earlier days when
he came to Antioch In Pisidia, and to
lconium, Lystra, and Derberl all these were
Galatian cities.

A He came not with pomp and ceremony, nor
to profess authority over them, but lowly,
preaching Christ crucified. Cf. 2 Cor 12:9



Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I

preached the gospel unto you at the first.
Galatians 4:13




And my temptation which was in my flesh ye
despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an

angel of God, een as Christ Jesus.
Galatians 4:14

Al't is widely assumed
iInvolved his eyes... yet they overlooked it or
spared him any rejection.

A It is interesting that Paul healed many sick,
but never healed himself.

AThree times he prayed
to be sufficient Cf. 2 Cor 12:9



]

Galatians 4:15

A They had received Paul with joy,
congratulating themselves that the apostle
had preached in their midst.

A And even seemingly made a strange offer!



