


ƌChristmas Past 
ïThe History & Origin of Christmas 
 

ƌChristmas Present 

ïThe Ultimate Gift 

 

ƌChristmas Future 
ïThrough the Lens of Prophecy 



ƌChristmas Future 
ïThrough the lens of prophecy 

ïMatthew quotes 60 OT references to 

confirm that Jesus is the Messiah! 

ïJesusô credentials were that He fulfilled 

prophecy! 

ïéin every detail!   



ƌChristmas Future 
ïThrough the lens of prophecy 

ïJesus was the Seed of the woman 

Å(Biologically the seed is from the man) 

ïIn this we discover another evidence of 

deliberate design  

ïThis prophecy anticipates and overcomes 

the óJeconiahô problem! 
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Matthew: Luke: 



Daughters of Zelophehad 

ÅTorah exception on rules of inheritance 

ïRequested of Moses    Numbers 27:1-11 

ïGranted by Joshua    Joshua 17:3-6 

ÅHusband adopted by father of the bride   
  Ezra 2:61=Neh 7:63; Num 32:41, cf. 1 Chr 2:21-23, 34-35 

ÅAnticipates the lineage of Christ  

ïJoseph was the son-in-law of Heli     Luke 3:23 

nomi,zw, nomizo, reckoned as by law 



Matthew 1:18-19 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost. 

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 
willing to make her a publick example, was minded 
to put her away privily. 

- Joseph was the legal heir to the throne of 

Israel  Gr. ódikaiosô (dik'-ah-yos); equitable (in 

character or act); by implication, innocent, 

holy (absolutely or relatively): 



Deut 22:23-29 

23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an 
husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with 
her; 
24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of 
that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that 
they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the 
city; and the man, because he hath humbled his 
neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from 
among you. 

Josephôs Deliberation 



Deut 22:23-29 

25 But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and 
the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only 
that lay with her shall die: 
26 But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is 
in the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a 
man riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, 
even so is this matter: 
27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed 
damsel cried, and there was none to save her. 

Josephôs Deliberation 



Matthew 1:20-21 

20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

 

ÅThy wife?  

ïMary was already considered to be his wife, 

through espousal, even though no formal 

ceremony had been performed as yet 

ÅMaryôs egg? 



Luke 1:31 

ÅConception takes place in the fallopian tube, 

the embryo then travels to the womb 

ïRomans 8 v 3é.ôGod sending His own Son, in 

the likeness of sinful fleshé.ô 

ïGalatians 4 v 4é óBut when the fullness of the 

time was come, God sent forth His Son, made 

of a woman, made under the lawô.  

ïNowhere in Scripture does Jesus call 

Mary óMotherô. 

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 



21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins. 

ÅHis people:  

ÅThe promise is made denotatively to Israel 

ÅAnd connotatively to óHis own in the worldô 

Matthew 1:21 



Matthew 1:22-23 

ÅMatthew will continue to focus on fulfilled 

prophecy 

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us. 



Matthew 1:24-25 

24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel 
of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his 
wife: 

25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her 
firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

 

 

 

 

ÅIncredible faith! 



Matthew 2:1-3 

1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, there came     
wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him. 

3 When Herod the king had heard these things,  

 he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 



The Wise Men 

ÅWho were they? 

ÅWhere did they come from? 

ÅWhy did they travel so far? 

ÅHow did they know about this King? 

ÅHow many were there? 

ÅWhy was óall Jerusalemô troubled?  



The Wise Men  
ÅWho were they? 



The Wise Men 
ÅDispelling the myths! 



The Wise Men 

ÅEastern tradition:  

ï12 wise men,  

ïArrived at Christmas on Jan 6 

Å3rd century: ñKingsò bearing gifts,   

     Ps 72:10, 68:29 

ÅWestern tradition:   

ï3 kings who arrived after Christmas at 

Epiphany:  Jan 6 



Psalm 72:8-10 

Three Kings? 

8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before 
him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. 
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring 
presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 



The Wise Men 

Å6th century chronicle,  Exerpia Latina Garbari 

ïBithisarea,  Balthasar 

ïMelichior,  Melchior 

ïGathaspa,  Gasper 

ÅBede (673-735): three sons of Noah 
ïShem:   Asia 

ïHam:   Africa  

ïJapheth:   Europe 

Å14th century Armenian tradition: 
ïBalthasar   King of Arabia 

ïMelchior   King of Persia 

ïGasper   King of India 



The Wise Men 

ÅMany years ago at an archaeological 

dig in Persia, three skulls were 

discovered in a grave together 

ÅWho else could it possibly be!!   



ÅDispelling the myths! 

The Wise Men 



ÅDispelling the myths! 

The Wise Men 



ÅDispelling the myths! 

The Wise Men 



ÅDispelling the myths! 

The Wise Men 



The Magi 

ÅVerse one calls them ówise menô 

ÅMatthew is actually much more specific 

than that in the original text, he specifically 

calls them ómagiô  

ÅThe magi come up time and time and time 

again in ancient history.  



The Magi 

ÅThe Magi were actually one of the most 

powerful groups of men in the ancient 

world.  

ÅThe Magi would have been well known at 

that time 



The Magi 

ÅThe Priests of the Media 

ÅRenowned for interpreting dreams 

ÅMixed up the science of astronomy with 

their superstition of astrology 

ÅThey started trying to predict the future 

ïFortune telling / Sorcery  

ïMagic is derived from Magi 

ïAs is the word ómagistrateô 

ÅThey had a political and religious 

component 



The Magi 

ÅAs their reputation grew, they were 

looked to for advice 

ÅNo government in the east would be 

without their team of Magi! 

ÅImportant decisions would first be run 

passed the Magi 

ÅParticularly the appointment of a king 

ÅThey make a number of Biblical 

appearances... 

 



Esther 1:13-16 

The Magi 

13 Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the 
times, (for so was the king's manner toward all that 
knew law and judgment: 
14 And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, 
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, 
the seven princes of Persia and Media, which saw the 
king's face, and which sat the first in the kingdom;) 



Esther 1:13-16 

15 What shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to 
law, because she hath not performed the 
commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the 
chamberlains? 
16 And Memucan answered before the king and the 
princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the 
king only, but also to all the princes, and to all the 
people that are in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus. 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:1-5 

The Magi 

1 And in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, 
wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake 
from him. 
2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and 
the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, 
for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood 
before the king. 



Daniel 2:1-5 

3 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, 
and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. 
4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O 
king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we 
will shew the interpretation. 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:1-5 

5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The 
thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto 
me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall 
be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a 
dunghill. 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:10 

10 The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, 
There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the 
king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, 
that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or 
Chaldean. 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:12 

12 For this cause the king was angry and very furious, 
and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. 
 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:13 

13 And the decree went forth that the wise men should be 
slain; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:46-48 

46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, 
and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 
47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth 
it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, 
and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal 
this secret. 

The Magi 



Daniel 2:46-48 

The Magi 

48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors 
over all the wise men of Babylon. 



Chief of the Magi 

ÅThis was a hereditary order! é 

ÅYet Daniel actually became Rabmag ï 

(Jer.39), meaning Chief of the Magi.  

ÅKing Nebuchadnezzar gave up the worship 

of Ishtar, ( from where we get óEasterô) and was 

aparantly converted.  



Chief of the Magi 

ÅSo, it seems that much happened to the 

magi under Danielôs ministryé  

Åif you go to Daniel chapter 5 verse 7  youôll 

come to Belshazzarôs feast, and youôll 

notice that the new king at that time, calls 

the soothsayers, but the magi are 

mysteriously not present!  

ÅThereôs no doubt at all, that many of the 

magi, carried on as true believers from this 

time, under the influence of Daniel himself.  

 



9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which 
beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and 
bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that 
himself was some great one: 

Acts 8:9 

The Magi 



6  And when they had gone through the isle to Paphos, 
they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, 
whose name was Bar-jesus: 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius 
Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and 
Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.  

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by 
interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away 
the deputy from the faith. 

 
Acts 13:6-8 

The Magi 



The Parthian Empire 

ÅParthia, ancient empire of Asia, in what 

are now Iran and Afghanistan.  

ÅThe Parthians were of Scythian 

descent, and adopted Median dress and 

Aryan speech.  

ÅParthia was subject successively to the 

Assyrians, Medes, Persians, and 

Macedonians under Alexander the 

Great, and then the Seleucids.  



The Parthian Empire 

Å250 BC: the Parthians succeeded in 

founding an independent kingdom 

ÅDuring the 1st century BC, grew into an 

empire extending from the Euphrates River 

to the Indus River and from the Oxus (now 

Amu Darya) River to the Indian Ocean.  

ÅAfter the middle of the 1st century BC 

Parthia was, thus, a rival of Rome, and 

several wars occurred between the two 

powers.  



 The Roman Empire   68 BC ï 476 AD 

Parthian Empire 
250 BC �± 224 AD 

Roman Empire 

Buffer  

Zone 


