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Senesis 49- 50 12 Tribes Prophetically

verse by verse study of the book of Genesis



The Failure of
Judah

Chapter 38

A verse by verse study of fhe book of Genesis Session 31



Genesis 38
e

And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went

down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain

Adullamite, whose name was Hirah.

« Adullam was one of the chief cities of Canaan
- Mentioned 5x in the OT (each time with the other principle
cities of the land)

* One of the 31 kings that Joshua smote




Genesis 38

And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went
down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain
Adullamite, whose name was Hirah.

And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain

Canaanite, Whose name was Shuah;|and he took her.
and went in unto her.

And she conceived, and bare a son; and he called his
name Er.

Genesis 38:1-3

* Possibly a son of Abraham & Keturah
- this would make Shuah Jacob’s uncle




Genesis 38
o

And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she
called his name Onan.

And she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and
called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she
bare him.

Genesis 38:4-5




Genesis 38
e

And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose
name was Tamar.

And Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of
the LORD; and the LORD slew him.

Genesis 38:6-7

« The Jewish Targum records Tamar as a daughter
of Shem
- This makes here of the same line as Abraham



Genesis 38

And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother’s
wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother.

And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it
came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife,

that he spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give
seed to his brother.

And the thing which he did he LORD:

wherefore he slew him also.

Genesis 38:8-10

 Later this is codified as a ‘Levirite marriage’
- Deuteronomy 25:5-10



“It Displeased the LORD”

There Is a double offense here:

Firstly, Onan showed no respect for his

deceased brother

Instead we see the pride In his heart

The second offense Is a Canaanite man

taking a Shemite daughter

Hebrew word is ra a (raw-ah')

— “to spoil (literally, by breaking to pieces)’
figuratively, to make (or be) good for nothing,
l.e. bad (physically, socially or morally)

The same word is used in Genesis 6:5

— “every imagination of the thoughts of his heart

was only evil continually”




Genesis 38
.

Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law,
Remain a widow at thy father’s house, till Shelah my
son be grown; for he said, Lest peradventure he die also,
as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her

father's house.
And In process of time the daughter of Shuah Judah's

wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto
his sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah

the Adullamite.

Genesis 38:11-12




Genesis 38

And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold thy father in
law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep.

And she put her widow’s garments off from her, and
covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat

In an open place, which is by the way to Timnath; for
she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given
unto him to wife.

When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot;
because she had covered her face.

Genesis 38:13-15




Genesis 38
B

And he turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, |
pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not
that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What
wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in unto me?

And he said, | will send thee a kid from the flock. And
she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, till thou send it?

And he said, What pledge shall | give thee? And she
said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is
In thine hand. And he gawve it her, and came in unto her,
and she conceived by him.

Genesis 38:16-18




Genesis 38
S

And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail
from her, and put on the garments of her widowhood.

And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the
Adullamite, to receive his pledge from the woman's

hand: but he found her not.

Then he asked the men of that place, saying, Where
is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And
they said, There was no harlot in this place.

Genesis 38:19-21




Genesis 38

And he returned to Judah, and said, | cannot find her;
and also the men of the place said, that there was no
harlot in this place.

And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be

shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found
her.

Genesis 38:22-23




Genesis 38
o

And it came to pass about three months after, that it
was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law
hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child
by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let

her be burnt.

When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in
law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am | with
child: and she said, Discern, | pray thee, whose are
these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff.

Genesis 38:24-25




Genesis 38
S

And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath
been more righteous than I; because that | gave her not
to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.

And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that,

behold, twins were in her womb.

And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one
put out his hand; and the midwife took and bound upon
his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first,

Genesis 38:26-28




Genesis 38
S

And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that,
behold, his brother came out; and she said, How hast
thou broken forth? this breach be upon thee: therefore

his name was called Pharez.

And afterward came out his brother, that had the
scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called
Zarah.

Genesis 38:29-30




Tamar's Twins

Perez meaning “breach” or
“breakthrough”

Zerah meaning “rising”
The importance of the First Born
Establishes the birthright

The Preference of the Second Born?



Preference of the Second Born

 Shem over Ham

* |saac over Ishmael

» Jacob over Easu

* Perez over Zerah

* Ephraim over Manasseh
 Moses over Aaron

» Jesus over Adam



Judah’s Descendants
o

Now these are the generations of|Pharez:
begat Hezron,
And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat

Amminadab,
And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Niahshon
begat Salmon,
And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed,
And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.

Ruth 4:18-22




The Genealogies

Luke Matthew
Ad | Aby
am 1 Abraham
Seth ' Isaac
Enosh . : Jacob
Kenan o ' Judah
Mahalalel 1 Shem I | Pharez
Jared Al EVET ' | Hezron
Enoch Y I | Ram
Methuselah; Eber ' | Amminadab
Lamech 1 Peleg I | Nahshon
|
NER ' Reu | | salmon
L____J1 Serug | | Boaz
Nahor ' | Obed
Terlah I | Jesse
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A Strange Blessing!
—————————————

And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD

shall give thee of this young woman.

Ruth 4:12

* This Is strange blessing indeed!

 Pharez was born out of wedlock

« According to the Torah a child born out of wedlock was
ceremonially defiled and his descendants couldn’t enter
the ‘congregation of the LORD’ up to the 10t generation

- See Deuteronomy 23:2



A Strange Blessing!

And let thy house be like the house of Pharez. whom
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed whi (SRS
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