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1 After two days was the feast of the passover, and 
of unleavened bread: 

 Mark 14:1a 
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Confusion? 

1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, 
which is called the Passover. 
 
7 Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the 
passover must be killed. 

Luke 22:1-7 



Feasts & Festivals 

• The first day of unleavened bread - 14th 

• The feast of Passover - 14th 

• The feast of Unleavened Bread - 15th 

• The feast of unleavened bread   

 - Festival period – counted from the 15th 

• The Passover 

 - Festival period – typically counted from the 15th 

 



A Clue? 

John 13:1-2 

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 
knew that his hour was come that he should depart 
out of this world unto the Father, having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end.  
2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 

 



No Contradiction 

• John, Luke & Mark all refer to the feast 

(festival) of unleavened bread 

(beginning on the 15th) as the Passover 
- Mark 14:1 

- Luke 22:1 

- John 13:1 



 “In the same way that the Feast of Weeks 
came to be commonly designated 
Pentecost, the feast of Unleavened Bread 
was popularly called the Passover. That 
title was common to the supper and the 
feast, and included both; but the intelligent 
Jew would never confound the two; and if 
he spoke emphatically of the feast of the 
Passover, he would thereby mark the 
festival to the exclusion of the supper.” 

 
    Sir Robert Anderson – The Coming Prince 



1 After two days was the feast of the passover, and 
of unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take him by craft, 
and put him to death. 

2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be 
an uproar of the people. 

 Mark 14:1-2 

• They did not want to arrest Jesus with so many 

people in Jerusalem 

• However this week had been foretold over 

1400yrs before and nothing was going to change 

that which God had ordained! 



• How important is worship? 



Later that night… 



 Mark 14:3 

• This had been Jesus’ home for the last week 

• Although Matthew and Mark don’t identify her, 

John tells us that this woman was Mary (sister of 

Martha & Lazarus) 

3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman 
having an alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, 
and poured it on his head. 



 Mark 14:3 

3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman 
having an alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, 
and poured it on his head. 

• John & Mark tell us that this was worth 300 pence 
– 300 Denarii  

• A Denarii was equivalent to 1 days wage 

• 300 Denarii was effectively a years wage 

• The average UK wage in 2018 is £27,271 



Top 10 Perfumes in 2018 



 Mark 14:4-5 

4 And there were some that had indignation within 
themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the 
ointment made? 

5 For it might have been sold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. 
And they murmured against her. 



Common Sense? 

• Faith in active opposition to common sense is 

mistaken enthusiasm and narrow-mindedness, 

and common sense in opposition to faith 

demonstrates a mistaken reliance on reason as 

the basis for truth. 

• Common sense and faith are as different from 

each other as the natural life is from the spiritual, 

and as impulsiveness is from inspiration. Nothing 

that Jesus Christ ever said is common sense, 

but is revelation sense 

– Oswald Chambers (My Utmost For His Highest) 



Common Sense? 

• Suppose God tells you to do something that is 

an enormous test of your common sense, totally 

going against it. What will you do? 

• We tend to say, ―Yes, but— suppose I do obey 

God in this matter, what about…?‖ Or we say, 

―Yes, I will obey God if what He asks of me 

doesn’t go against my common sense, but don’t 

ask me to take a step in the dark.‖ 

– Oswald Chambers (My Utmost For His Highest) 



Common Sense? 

• Jesus Christ demands the same unrestrained, 

adventurous spirit in those who have placed their 

trust in Him that the natural man exhibits. If a 

person is ever going to do anything worthwhile, 

there will be times when he must risk everything 

by his leap in the dark. In the spiritual realm, 

Jesus Christ demands that you risk everything 

you hold on to or believe through common 

sense, and leap by faith into what He says. 

– Oswald Chambers (My Utmost For His Highest) 



Do you Believe God’s Promises? 

• ―Seek first the kingdom of God… and all these 

things shall be added‖  

– Matt 6:33 

• ―Delight yourself in the LORD, and He shall give 

you the desires of your heart‖ 

– Psalm 37:4 

• ―Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean 

not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 

acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths‖. 

– Prov 3:5-6 

 



The Love of Money… 
3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of 
the ointment. 
4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's 
son, which should betray him, 
5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, 
and given to the poor? 
6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because 
he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put 
therein. John 12:3-6 also Mt 26:6-16 / Lk22:1-6 



6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? 
she hath wrought a good work on me. 

7 For ye have the poor with you always, and 
whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me 
ye have not always. 

8 She hath done what she could: she is come 
aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. 

 Mark 14:6-8 



9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel 
shall be preached throughout the whole world, 
this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for 
a memorial of her. 

 Mark 14:9 

• What legacy has Mary left us? 

• What is worship? 

• It is giving the very best we have 

• It is laying down our lives for Him 

• It is My Utmost for His Highest 



10 And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto 
the chief priests, to betray him unto them. 

11 And when they heard it, they were glad, and 
promised to give him money. And he sought how 
he might conveniently betray him. 

 Mark 14:10-11 
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To be continued... 
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