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For the time has come for judgment to begin at 
the house of God 

1 Peter 4:17



The Coming Judgment Of The ChurchThe Coming Judgment Of The Church

Part 1 – Apostacy in the last days

Part 3 – The future of the church seen  

through the history of Israel

Part 4 – The final One World Church       

‘Babylon The Great’

Part 2 – That which has been, will be… (Ecc 1:9)

(Israel’s history repeated in the Church)
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Part 1

Apostacy in the Last DaysApostacy in the Last Days



The Sinful Nature of ManThe Sinful Nature of Man

There is none that seeks after 

God.   …no, not one.

Romans 3:11-12



Proverbs 14:12

The Root of the Problem



Romans 5:12

The Sin Problem



Romans 7:5

The Sin Problem



Romans 7:14-17

The Sin Problem



Romans 7:18

The Sin Problem



Jeremiah 17:9

The Heart of the Problem

אנשׁ aw-nash'
A primitive root; to be frail, feeble, or (figuratively) 

melancholy: - desperate (-ly wicked), incurable, 

sick, woeful.



A New Heart – New Life

I John 3:1

• You don’t join the church, you are born into it!



Heb 3:8-13



ApostacyApostacy

All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have turned every one to his own way

Isaiah 53:6



Ecclesiastes  1:9

Repeating History

"Man learns from history that man learns nothing 

from history." 

Hegel



Apostasy

• Apostasy (from Greek αποστασία, meaning a 

defection or revolt, from απο, apo, "away, apart", 

στασις, stasis, "standing") 

• lit. ‘to stand apart from’

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language


Gen 4:25-26

Apostasy Begins
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Apostasy to Judgment
Enos 

Gen 4:26

Flood 
Gen 6-9

Cush/Nimrod
Gen 10:8-9

Babel 
Gen 11:8

Molten Calf
Exodus 32

3000 died 
Exodus 32:28

Balaam 
Numbers 25:1-3

24,000 died 
Numbers 25:9

Korah 
Numbers 26:10

250 died 
Numbers 26:10

Israel
Judges 13x

‘Neighbours’ 
111 years in servitude

Israel / Judah
I & II Kings / I & II Chronicles

Assyria/Babylon 
70 years + captivity



Deut 13:6-7

God’s Opinion



Deut 13:8-9

God’s Opinion



Deut 13:10-11

God’s Opinion



(and our safeguard)

Last Days DeceptionLast Days Deception

…many shall come in my name, 

…and shall deceive many.

Matthew 24:5

(and our safeguard)



Jesus’ Warnings

Matt 24:3-5



Jesus’ Warnings

Matt 24:3-5

plan-ah'-o

- go astray, deceive, err, seduce, wander, be out of the way.



Jesus’ Warnings

Matt 24:11



Jesus’ Warnings

Matt 7:13-15



Jesus’ Warnings

Matt 7:21-23



Jesus’ Warnings

Matt 7:21-23



God’s Will

1 Thess 4:3

John 17:17



God’s Will

Eph 5:25-26



God’s Word

Matt 13:19-20



God’s Word

Matt 13:19-22



God’s Word

Matt 13:23



God’s Word

John 5:24



God’s Word

John 8:31-32



God’s Word

John 14:23-24



Guard Against Error

2 Tim 4:1-2



2 Tim 4:3-4

Guard Against Error



Gal 1:6-8

Guard Against Error



Gal 1:9

Guard Against Error



Acts 20:28-29

Guard Against Error



Acts 20:30-31

Guard Against Error



Jude 3,4

Guard Against Error



2 Peter 2:1-2

Guard Against Error



2 Peter 2:1-2

Guard Against Error

ag-or-ad'-zo
to purchase; specifically to redeem: - buy, redeem.



2 Peter 2:1-2

Guard Against Error

pol-oos'
much, large, abundant, great, many, 



Matt 7:13-14

Guard Against Error



2 Peter 2:1-2

Guard Against Error



1 Tim 4:1-2

Guard Against Error



Summary So Far…
• What has been will be (Ecclesiastes  1:9 / 2 Peter 2:1)

• Apostacy has always occurred

• Apostacy is met by God ‘s judgment

• Jesus, Paul, Peter, Jude etc all foretold apostacy

• Apostacy will ‘creep in unnoticed’

• It will come from within the ‘church’

• Many will be led astray with a false gospel

• The final apostacy will culminate in a one world,      

all-embracing church

• Those who oppose will be ‘spoken evil of’

• God will finally judge this apostate church



Isaiah 46:9-10

History in Advance



History in Advance

• Revelation 2 & 3 – 7 letters to 7 churches

- layout of church history from Acts to 2nd Coming

• Matthew 13 – 7 parables about the kingdom

- layout of church history from Acts to 2nd Coming



Revelation 2 & 3

• Four levels of meaning:

- Practical – addressed to real churches

- Individual – he who has an ear…

- General – …Spirit says to the churches

- Prophetic – ‘book of prophecy’ Rev 1:3 / 22:19



Revelation 2 & 3

• 7 Churches:

- Ephesus

- Smyrna 

- Pergamos

- Thyatira

- Sardis

- Philadelphia

- Laodiceans

Promise post script

Promise part of letter

End predicted

Continuance stated

Reference to 2nd Coming



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
EPHESUS 

1st Church Age - The early Church 

> 100AD

‘love of espousal’

“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 

repent, and do the first works; or else I will come to thee 

quickly, and will remove thy candle stick out of his 

place”  (Rev 2:5)



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
SMYRNA

2nd Church Age - The persecuted Church  

100 - 313 AD

‘suffering’

‘Tares sown among the wheat’
(Cf: Matt 13 / Jude / Acts 20:29-30)

“Be faithful unto 

death”

Rev 2:10



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
PERGAMOS

‘mixed marriage’

3rd Church Age - The ‘Constantine Church 

313 - 590 AD

“Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, 

and will fight against them with the sword of my 

mouth”          

Rev 2:16



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
THYATIRA

‘continual sacrifice’

4th Church Age - Roman Catholic Church 

590 AD - Tribulation

“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and 

she repented not. Behold I will cast her into a bed, and 

them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation”

Rev 2:21-22



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
SARDIS
‘remnant’

5th Church Age - The Reformation Church 

1517 AD - Tribulation

“If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee 

as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will 

come upon thee”

Rev 2:21-22  

(Cf: 1 Thes 5:2-4 / Matt 25)



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
PHILADELPHIA
‘brotherly love’

The 6th Church Age - The faithful Church 

1750 AD - Rapture

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience. I 

will also keep thee from  the hour of temptation, 

which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 

dwell upon the earth” 
Rev 3:10  

(Cf: 1 Thes 1:10 / Luke 21:36)



The Prophetic History of 

The Church
LAODICEA

‘the rule of the people’

The 7th Church Age - The apostate church 

1900 AD - Tribulation

“….I will spue thee out of my mouth….Because thou 

sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have 

need of nothing, and knowest not that thou art 

wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 

naked” 
Rev 3:16-17



Prophetic view of the  

Churches
EPHESUS
>100AD

SMYRNA
100 - 313 AD

PERGAMOS
313 - 590 AD

THYATIRA
590AD - Tribulation

SARDIS
1517 AD - Tribulation

LAODICEA
1900 AD - Tribulation

PHILADELPHIA
1750 AD - Rapture

The Church Age The Tribulation

Rev 17&18

Babylon 

The Great

The Rapture



Matthew 13

• 7 Kingdom Parables

#1 – Parable of the sower verse 3-9

#2  – Parable of the wheat & tares verse 24-30

#3 – Parable of the mustard seed verse 31-32

#4 – Parable of the leaven verse 33

#5 – Parable of the hidden treasure verse 44

#6 – Parable of the goodly pearl verse 45-46

#7 – Parable of the dragnet verse 47-50

Ephesus

Smyrna 

Pergamos

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodiceans

• 7 letters
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Next Session: Part 2

Israel’s history repeated in the Church
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