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1 Corinthians 15:1-4



ÅIn fulfillment of Gabrielôs prophecy given to 
Daniel (ch9), Jesus presented Himself as the 
Messiah of Israel on the very day foretold 
over 500 years before!

ïJesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and 
allowed Himself to be worshipped as the Messiah

ïThis was the only day in His ministry He allowed 
this, and He intentionally arranges the event

ïThe Triumphal Entry was on the 10th of the 
month, the very day the sacrificial lambôs from the 
fields around Bethlehem were being taken and 
inspected, ready for the Passover sacrifice 

The Gospel
ïaccording to the scriptures ï



ÅThe Feast of Passover foreshadows Christôs 
sacrificial death

ïOn the 14th day of the month (Nisan)

ïJesus was able to both celebrate the Passover 
with His disciples & become the Passover Lamb, 
dying on the 14th because of Exodus 12:6
ÅThe lambôs must be killed óBeynô óBETWEENô the 

evenings ïthus a 24 hour window 

ïPaul states that Christ became our Passover 
1 Corinthians 5:7

The Gospel
ïaccording to the scriptures ï



Bethlehemôs Sheep

ÅJosephus records that over 250,000 lambs 
were sacrificed in the Passover celebrations

ïIt has been estimated that there would have been 
144 priests

ïEach killing approximately six lambs a minuteé

ïéfor around 6 hours! 

ïTypically from 9am to 3pm
ÅThe very hours Jesus was on the cross!



Bethlehem

Migdal Edar

óTower of the flockô



ÅThe Feast of Unleavened Bread, His burial

ïAs Jesus body was placed in the tomb it became 
the 15th by the Jewish reckoning 

ïñUnless a corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruitò ïJohn 12:24

The Gospel
ïaccording to the scriptures ï



ÅThe Feast of Firstfruits, His resurrection

ïOn the 17th Jesus rose from the dead on the 
Feast of Firstfruits 

ïThus becoming ñthe Firstfruits of all that sleptò     
1 Corinthians 15:20  

The Gospel
ïaccording to the scriptures ï







Matthew 27:50

ÅJesus was on the cross for 6 hours



Matthew 27:51

ÅJosephus tells us that it was 60 ft. high     

and 30 ft. wide

ÅIt was woven, he says, ñas thick as the 

span of a manôs handò 

ÅEstimated weight was around 5 tons

ÅJosephus  says that horses tied to each 

side couldnôt pull it apart



Matthew 27:51

ÅThis occurs at 3pm, just as the evening 

sacrifice would be commencing in the Temple

ÅMany priests would have been officiating 

ïActs confirms that many priests come to faith

ÅThe Talmud records an earthquake in 

Jerusalem c.40 years before the temple was 

destroyed,



Matthew 27:52-53

ÅIt would be impossible to write and 

circulate this if it did not happen

ÅIf false, this would simply be discredited!



ÅIt had been supernaturally dark on the 

earth for 3 hours

Matthew 27:54



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#1 Pilate had declared Jesus innocent! 
ïIn Lukeôs gospel, in an unprecedented move, Pilate says to 

the mob,ñI have found in Him no guilt ò(Lk 23:22)

ïAs Pilate hands Jesus over to the centurion, instead of 

hearing the crimes committed against the state 

that justify the death sentence, he and his soldiers watch, 

according to Matthewôs account, Pilate wash his hands in a 

ceremonial manner and say,ñI am innocent of this Manôs 

blood . . .ò (Matt27:24)

ïThis must have gotten the centurionôs attention. He was a 

soldier who had given his life to protect and uphold the law 

of the land, and his leader just announced that this criminal 

had never broken the law.



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#2 Jesusô words to the women 
ïEn route to Calvary, the centurion & soldiers would hear 

Jesus make an unusual statement to the women weeping at 

the sight of this Jew being put to death by Romans. 

ïInstead of acknowledging their sadness and sympathy  

Jesus warns them of their impending danger (Lk 23:28)

ïJesus, beaten beyond recognition, on His way to die, shows 

compassion for other people who are also going to die.

ïThis must have seemed odd to soldiers well worn by the 

crying of the condemned for mercy. Had they ever seen a 

condemned man care about anyone else on his way to an 

excruciating death? These soldiers would be struck by the 

fact that Christ showed no concern for Himself.



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#3 Jesusô refusal to drink an anesthetic
ïHistory records the custom of the Daughters of Jerusalem to, 

out of compassion for the condemned, provide wine mixed 

with myrrh ïa narcotic drink intended to ease the pain of the 

crucified victim.

ïMark informs us that when Christ reached Calvary, He was 

offered this drink but . . . He did not take it. (Mark 15:23)

ïWhy did He not take this drink? Christ had work to do on the 

cross; He had things to say and would not be in a stupor. He 

would face death without His senses dulled so that every 

word could be trusted; so that every final act could be 

recorded.



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#4 Jesusô forgives those crucifying Him!
ïLuke records that Jesus said: ñFather, forgive them; for they 

do not know what they are doing. And they cast lots, dividing 

up His garments among themselvesò. (Luke 23:33b-34)

ïThe context clearly points to the often-overlooked fact that 

Christ was not offering this prayer for the religious leaders 

who had come to mock Him. Jesus was praying for the 

soldiers. 

ïThe Sanhedrin knew what they were doing, but these 

soldiers did not ïthey were simply on duty this fateful day.



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

ÅPicture the scene:
ïThe Saviorôs body was twisting in pain with each blow of the 

hammer and being jolted as it was raised upon the saddle, 

followed by further hammering through His feeté

ïYet He prayed aloud, ñFather, forgive them . . . forgive them . 

they do not know what they are doing.ò

ïCan you imagine any criminal these men had ever executed 

looking at them and offering prayers of forgiveness. 

ïéand Jesus keeps praying to the ñFatherò. 

ïEven the Romans would have known enough to know that 

no Jew ever called God his ñFatherò. 



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

ÅPicture the scene:
ïThe centurion had listened as Pilate declared this Man 

innocent. 

ïHe had heard Christ warn a group of women that He was not 

in danger with God, but they were. 

ïHe had watched Christ refuse to drink the narcotic. 

ïHe then heard this Man offer forgiveness to his soldiers for 

what they were doing.

ïBy now, the centurion must have been deeply wondering, 

ñJust who is this Man?ò



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#5 Grace shown to the thief in the cross
ïOne of the other two individuals being crucified that day 

cried out ñJesus, remember me when You come into Your 

kingdom!ò (Luke 23:42)

ïThere is no doubt the centurion had already mulled over the 

meaning of the words on the placard behind Jesusô head 

that declared Christôs only crime, ñThis is Jesus, the King of 

the Jews.ò (Matthew 27:37)

ïNow, this soldier hears one of the condemned cry out to 

Jesus in faith, in this moment while they both hang on the 

cross, asking that Jesus allow him to enter His kingdom!



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#5 Grace shown to the thief in the cross
ïSurely this man on the centre cross will tell the criminal he 

has been misled and that this is all a myth. Surely He will 

say something like, ñDo I look like a King?! Do I look like 

thereôs a kingdom waiting for me?!ò

ïInstead, the centurion and his soldiers must have been  

shocked to hear Jesus reply ñTruly I say to you, today you 

shall be with Me in Paradise.ò(Luke 23:43)

ïIn other words, ñI am the King of the Jews. I am the Messiah. 

There is a kingdom belonging to Me. I will give you 

entrance!ò

ïAfter these words, nature, in the grip of Creator God, lends 

its voice to this scene on Calvaryé



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#6 Darkness sweeps in and covers the land.
ïMatthew & Luke tell us that darkness blankets the earth at 

the ósixth hourô and that it lasts until the ninth hour 

ïThe sixth hour is mid-day (noon) when the sun is at its 

zenith, it suddenly gets turned off like a light bulb.

ÅSources outside the Bible indicate that the darkness was actually 

global.

ÅFor example, in a letter from Pilate to Emperor Tiberius after these 

things he refers to the darkness from 12-3pm that he knew Tiberius 

had also experienced, even though Tiberius was in Rome and not in 

Israel at the time.

ïThere is no doubt that the soldiers quickly started a fire in 

order to keep watch and that torches were lit as this 

supernatural darkness blotted out the sky for three hours. 



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

From this point forward, the tone of everything 

changesé
ïThe rabbis had taught for centuries that the darkening of the 

sun was a judgment from God

ïThere is no more mocking or jeering. Everyone senses that 

Godôs hand is somehow involved. The Centurion must have 

noticed the religious leaders now slip away.

ïLuke tells us that after Jesus dies, the crowd that is still at 

this scene will return to Jerusalem weeping and in deep 

contrition (Luke 23:48). This was no longer the public 

spectical the Jewish leaders were anticipating! 

ïDuring these three hours of darkness, Jesus makes more 

statementsé



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#7 Jesus cries out to God
ïSuddenly, out of the darkness, Jesus cries, ñMy God, My 

God, why have You forsaken Me?ò (Mathew 27:46)

ïThe centurion would have noticed that Jesus is not referring 

to God as His Father. 

ïFor the first time in scripture, Jesus does not address God 

as His Father. 

ïThere is no intimate communion at this point, 

Åas Jesus takes upon Himself our transgressions (Is 53:5); 

Åas Jesus who knew no sin becomes sin on our behalf (II Cor 5:21)

Åas Jesus becomes a curse for us (Gal 3:13);

Åas Jesus is delivered up because of our transgressions (Rom 4:25) 

Åand as Jesus bears our sins in His body on the cross (I Pet 2:24).



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#8 Jesus declaration of victory!
ïAfter 3 hrs of darkness Jesus cries out ñtetelestai,ò (ñpaid in 

fullò). The gospel was being delivered in a word. Jesus did 

not cry out, ñI am finished,ò but ñIt isfinished!ò

ïLiterally: ñIt is finished and it always will be finished.ò

ïThe Centurion must have thought ówhat a strange word for a 

dying man to cryô. 

ïHowever, this is not strange for the Christian; this is the cry 

of the believerôs deliverance, the shout of their forgiveness, 

the declaration of their eternal justification.



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#8 Jesus declaration of victory!
ïThis is not the end of story; it is merely picking up speed! 

ïLuke then includes this final word as Jesus says, ñFather, 

into Your hands I commit My spirit.ò . . . (Luke 23:46). 

ïThe Centurion hears Jesus reverting back to calling God 

ñFatherò. 

ïWhy did Jesus do this? Because it was finished!

ïIn the darkness, on the cross Christ had paid the eternal 

sacrifice for our sins and now, no longer abandoned, Christ 

offers up His spirit to the care of His Father.



The First Gentile Convert
9 events that made a believer of a Roman Centurion:

Å#9 The Great Earthquake 
ïAs Christ bows His head in death, Mathew records that the 

earth began to shudder and shake so violently that rocks 

split apart (Matthew 27:51).

ïThroughout the course of Jewish history, an earthquake was 

a sign of the presence of God. This was true even to a 

Gentile Roman soldier ïhe had seen enough.

ïIt is no wonder that the centurion stood at the cross and 

said, ñTruly this was the Son of God!ò (Matt 27:54)

ïIt all makes sense ïthe compassion, the dignity, the 

promise of a kingdom, the communication with God His 

Father, the darkness, the earthquake . . .



The First Gentile Convert
ÅA Roman soldier is the first Gentile convert after the 

death of Christ ïa conversion at Calvary. 

ÅFrom Lukeôs account, this centurion was not quiet 

about his conversion either. The text says, he began 

praising God . . . (Luke 23:47)

ÅThe ñHallelujahs of the Crossò came first from the lips 

of a redeemed Centurion! 

ÅHe came to faith beneath the dead Saviourôs cross. 

ÅHe believed that this dead Man was indeed the King 

with a coming kingdom ïthe Son of God.



Matthew 27:57-58

ÅSome victims of crucifixion would last days 

ïThe longest recorded was 13 days

ïThe shortest was 32 hours

ÅTo fulfil prophecy not a bone of Jesus was 

broken



Joseph of Arimathaea
ÅThis man was notably wealthy

ÅHe was held in very high regard

ÅHe is called óhonourable counsellorô Mk 15:43

ÅOnly 14 such men in the history of the 

nation!

ÅHe & Nichodemus are granted Jesus body

ÅThis very act would cause them to be 

óexcommunicatedô and lose their office

ÅThey take Jesus, anoint Him, and put Him 

in Josephôs tomb

















Matthew 27:62-63



Matthew 27:64-66







Mark 16:1-3

Mark



Matt 28:2-4

Matthew



Mark 16:4

Mark



Matt 28:5-6

Matthew



Luke 24:3

Luke



Mark 16:5-8

Mark



Mark 16:5-8

Mark



Luke 24:4-9

Luke



Luke 24:4-9

Luke



Luke 24:4-9

Luke



John 20:2

John



Luke 24:10-11

Luke



John 20:3-5

John


